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Discrimination: 

A  teacher  fights  back 


For  the  second  time  this  /ear,  a  gay 
parson  has  been  openly  discriminated 
against  by  a  government  agency.  Doug 
Wilson,  a  University  ot  Saskatchewan 
student,  has  been  prevented  Irom  taking 
pan  in  an  educational  program  because 
he  is  gay   This  follows  by  seven  months 
the  dismissal  ot  Racing  Steward  John 
Damien  in  Ontario 

But  unlike  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission,  which  dallied  lor  over  si* 
months  before  agreeing  lo  investigate 
Ihe  Damien  case,  the  Saskatchewan 


Human  Rights  Commission  launched  an 
investigation  into  the  treatment  ol  Wilson 
almost  im mediately  This  investigation  is 
now  complete  and  on  the  basis  of  the 
matenal  uncovered,  the  SHRC  will 
deode  whether  to  appoint  a  Board  of 
Inquiry  to  make  a  ruling  in  Ihe  case 
This  marks  the  first  time  that  any 
human  nghts  commission  has  formally 
investigated  alleged  discnmmation 
against  a  gay  person  Although  Sas- 
katchewan human  rights  legislation  does 
not  contain  the  term  sexual  orientation , 


ff  you  were  Judging  by  appearances,  you  probably  woutdnl  characterize 
Uoug  Wilson  as  a  lighter  He's  a  rather  angelic  looking  man  ol  25  soft 
spoken,  a  bit  studious.  You  expect  he'd  look  more  comfortable  in  a  choir 
boy  s  surplice  than  the  Jeans  and  plaid  shirts  he  favors.  Except  for  the  eye* 
They  are  probing,  clear,  and  very  unafraid. 

Meadow  Lake  Is  a  town  of  about  3.000  people  200  miles  northwest  of 
^t??^'80?  TM  t^fn  then  an0  9™*  UD  on  h,s  <*»«"»"  tartn  with  his 
V£X     h   ,  Z?        *?  HS  ^  OUI  ,0  hls  P"*1*  ,n  •""»   The  predictable 

^  '.J^W  adjusting.  And  they're  behind  him  all  the  way 
.hTttniH^iJlr  .°'peraorl  who  anract»  support  There  are  1 1.000  students  at 

k!  k  !!!  Saskatchewan  He  has  received  one  hate  letter  Even 
though,  aa  he  said,  his  case  has  replaced  the  weather  as  the  topic  of 
conversation  on  campus. 

Mif^h'J!?"1!"^  0"  ^  U*atmrt  ■"«'*  (fenwllve  topic:   "Gay  Alienation  In 
High  Schools  >.  though  he  hasnt  had  much  lime  lately  Too  busy  Irvine  to 
make  sure  there  II  be  someplace  for  him  to  teach  when  he  sets  It 


it  does  contain  the  term  se*  and  it  is 
under  a  broadened  interpretation  of  this 
word  which  the  8oard  of  Inquiry  would 
bold  its  hearing 

Although  the  preliminary  investigation 
is  already  complete,  the  final  resolution 
ol  the  case  could  lake  a  very  long  time 
According  lo  Saskatchewan  human 
rights  officer  Clay  Van  Dyke,  itts  very 
likely  thai  ihe  University  of  Saskalch- 
ewan  would  seek  a  court  order  to  stay 
the  proceedings  if  the  Commission  does 
agree  to  interpret  sex'  to  include  sexual 
orientation  The  purpose  of  such  an 
order  would  be  to  obtain  a  |udicial  ruling 
on  this  interpretation  ol  Ihe  term  The 
case  might  have  to  go  to  Ihe  Supreme 
Court  before  Ihe  actual  hearing  by  the 
Board  ol  Inquiry  could  proceed 

The  complaint  was  lodged  with  the 
Commission  after  Ihe  University  of  Sas- 
katchewan College  ol  Education  dean 
declared  that  Doug  would  not  be  allowed 
to  go  into  the  school  system  lo  supervise 
practice  leaching  because  ol  his  public 
Involvement  with  the  gay  liberation 
movement   Dean  Kirkpatnck  slated  that 
Doug  was  qualified  lo  do  (he  |ob,  but  thai 
his  presence  in  the  schools  would  jeop- 
ardize Ihe  good  relationship  bo  I  ween  Ihe 
College  ot  Education  and  the  various 
school  boards 

Kirkpatnck  s  decision  was  upheld  by 
University  of  Saskatchewan  president 
R.W  Begg  At  an  October  1st  press 
conference,  Begg  stated  lhat  the 
university  s  policy  represented  not  a 
moral"  but  a  "managerial"  decision 
which  was  "compaiible  with  the  concepts 
ol  civil  and  human  nghls"  Begg  went  on 
to  add  that  the  public  ideniiNcation  of 
Doug  with  ihe  gay  movement  would  be 
"a  disaster   if  he  were  allowed  to  super- 
vise teachers. 

Begg  further  stated  that  members  ol 
Ihe  gay  movement  would  not  be 
permitted  to  act  as  residence  super- 
visors 

Doug,  presently  a  graduate  student  in 
the  Educational  Foundations  Depart- 
ment, leaches  two  full-time  classes  and 
learn  leaches  another  in  the  depart- 
ment. He  is  also  a  certified  teacher  with 
two  years  experience  in  the  school 
system  He  had  been  recommended  lor 
Ihe  supenvising  position  by  his  depart- 
ment head,  Ormond  McKague 

The  decision  of  Kirkpa  trick  and  8egg 
was  immediately  protested  by  the  Edu- 
cational Foundations  Department  and  a 
Committee  to  Defend  Doug  Wilson  was 
established   The  Committee  is  composed 
of  faculty  and  students  from  Wilson  s  de- 
partment, lacurty  and  students  from  the 
unrversity   and  gay  and  straight  members 
from  the  Saskatoon  community,  n  has 
been  demanded  that  the  university 
reinstate  Doug  and  that  a  statement  be 
released  to  Ihe  public  declaring  thai  Ihe 
un. versify  will  discontinue  discrimination 
on  the  basis  ol  sexual  orientation. 

Support  for  Doug  and  the  Committee 
has  been  strong  and  vocal  Statements 
of  support  have  come  from  such  groups 
as  the  University  ol  Saskatchewan 
Students  Union,  the  Education  Students 
Union,  as  well  as  Irom  a  number  ol 
other  campus  student  unons 

The  University  of  Saskatchewan 
Employees  Union  has  issued  a  suppor- 
tive statement  and  will  be  pressunng 
other  unions  to  back  gay  rights.  The 
faculty  council  on  campus  has  also 
issued  a  pro-gay-nghls  statement. 
Student  unions  from  all  western  urwer 


sities  have  come  lorward  with  statements 
on  behall  of  Doug.  And  the  National 
Union  of  Students,  meeting  in  Frederic 
ton,  on  ihe  weekend  of  October  19, 
passed  a  resolution  calling  upon  all  their 
constituent  union  members  lo  sends 
letter  lo  Begg  condemning  his  actions 

A  number  ot  community  groups  such 
as  Ihe  Saskatchewan  Association  on 
Human  Rights,  the  Saskatoon  Women  s 
Centre,  the  Saskatchewan  Young  New 
Democrals.  the  Saskatoon  Alliance 
Against  Racism  and  Political  Repression, 
and  (he  Gay  Community  Centre  ot 
Saskatoon  have  issued  statements  and 
have  been  working  with  the  Committee 
In  another  development  ihe  Saskat- 
chewan Federation  ol  Labor  passed  a 
resolution  amending  its  constitution  lo 
prohibit  discnmmation  on  Ihe  grounds  ol 
mania!  status  and  sexual  onentalion  The 
Federation  also  decided  (o  push  lor  leg- 
islation ol  a  similar  nature. 

A  petition  in  support  of  Doug  has  been 
circulating  and  has  gathered  lour 
thousand  signatures  lo  date. 

Media  coverage  ot  Ihe  issue  has  been 
exlensive  and  largely  sympathetic,  As  a 
direct  result  of  Ihe  Wilson  exclusion,  the 
University  ol  Saskatchewan  s  sludent 
newspaper.  The  Sheat,  published  a 
special  issue  dealing  exclusively  wilh  gay 
liberation  The  Varsity,  the  University  ol 
Toronto  student  newspaper,  followed  sull 
In  its  October  22  issue  by  devoling  two 
pages  to  exposing  the  oppression  which 
gay  people  encounter 

The  Star  Phoenix   Saskatoon's  daily 
newspaper,  carried  three  major  articles 
wilh  pholos  in  as  many  days,  reporting 
on  Ihe  developing  controversy   Its 
coverage  was  basically  favorable  to 
Doug.  Canadian  Press  News  Service 
sent  Ihe  story  across  the  country  and  as 
a  result  mosl  major  Canadian  news 
papers  earned  it 

CBC  television  used  a  two-minute  slol 
in  its  pnme  time  { 1 1  pm)  news  program 
to  inform  the  nation  ol  the  university's 
bigotry  Such  slols  are  reserved  tor 
mapr  news  stones  And  the  Sunday 
night  CTV  television  newsjoumal  W5 
interviewed  Doug  tor  a  future  trfteen- 
minute  broadcast  dealing  with  ihe  status 
ol  gays  in  Canada 

The  celebrated  CBC  radio  program  As 
It  Happens  interviewed  both  Doug  and 
Begg  The  university  president  was  pu 
in  Ihe  awkward  position  ot  having  to 
defend  an  indefensible  position  under  the 
pointed  questioning  o'  the  program  s  host 
Barbara  Frum 

On  the  political  front,  NDP  MIA  Paul 
Mostoway  pledged  his  support  lor  gay 
rights  al  an  October  1  rally  for  Doug  In 
the  past  Mostoway  has  indicated  hrs 
support  for  gay  rights,  but  thai  marked 
the  first  nme  that  he  has  publidy  and  un 
reservedly  supported  these  rights 

Mostoway  stated  that  he  would  pres 
sure  the  appropnate  department  of  the 
government  to  int/oduce  changes  in 
human  rights  legislation  so  as  to  include 
the  term  sexual  onentauon    If  the 
departmenl  does  not  lake  action,  he 
slated  thai  he  would  introduce  a  pnvale 
member's  bill  himself 

by  Doug  Heliquisi 


See  also  page  9  and  editorial  pio*  2 
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Two  down  How  many  more  lo  go7 
Doug  Wilson  ts  now  the  second  person 
to  lose  his  job  simply  because  he  is  a 
homosexual  Or  rather  the  second  lo 
make  thai  event  public.  We  can't  count 
the  many  who  out  ol  lear.  or  shame,  or 
simple  ignorance  have  quietly  accepted 
their  notices,  quietly  watched  the  prom- 
otions that  should  have  been  theirs  go  lo 
somebody  else. 

There  are  some  interesting  lessons  m 
the  Wilson  case  One  is  that  certain 
liberal  elements  in  executrve  positions 
are  quite  willing  to  have  us  on  the  |ob  II 
we  keep  quiel, 

Now,  they  don'l  mind  knowing  As  Dr. 
Begg.  the  president  ot  the  University  ol 
Saskalchewan  and  the  man  who  fired 
Wilson  said,  he  was  sure  there  were  a 
great  many  other  gay  people  on  the  statt 
at  the  university,  and  nothing  was  being 
done  about  them.  But  there's  no  doubt 
those  others  are  discreet",  turn  up  al 
stall  cocktail  parties  with  a  member  ot 
the  opposite  sex  in  tow,  and  have  no 
intention  whatever  ol  getting  involved  in 
an  organization  like  the  Gay  Academic 

Try  (or  a  lew  nghts  -  like  the  nght  to 
be  yourself  and  say  so,  the  nght  lo 
organize  or  belong  to  a  legitimate 
organization,  and  you  are  out  on  your 
ass  And  tl  you  complain,  and  the  result- 
ing publicity  wrecks  your  career  -  that's 
your  fault  and  don'l  you  forget  it.  Faggol 
As  well,  some  interesting  regional  dis- 
parities are  beginning  to  emerge  The 
Saskatchewan  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion has  decided  to  conduct  a  prelim- 
inary investigation  concerning  the  Wilson 
case  Reports  from  Vancouver  indicate 
the  BC  Human  Righls  Commisson  is  at 
least  informally  active  in  support  ot  gay 
rights  Alter  eighl  months  ol  continual 
pressure,  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  finally  agreed  lo  hear  a  bnel 
on  behalf  ol  John  Damien  which  argued 
that  the  word  sex'  should  be  interpreted 
to  mean  'sexual  onenlation' 

However,  in  Quebec,  the  Liberal 
Government  contemptuously  rejected  the 
efforts  of  the  gay  community  to  secure 
protection  under  the  province's  newly 
lormulated  human  nghts  legislation.  The 
struggle  lor  gay  nghts  in  Quebec  has 
consequently  taken  on  a  new  political 
dimension   in  the  other  provinces,  we've 
been  lucky  to  get  a  frosty  smite.  In 
Canada,  your  safety  as  a  gay  person 
seems  to  depend  on  where  you  live.  Ah 
-  the  Just    Society. 

Finally,  and  this  is  good  to  remember, 
neither  ol  these  struggles  could  have 
even  begun  without  the  gay  movement 
We  do  not  mean  to  detract  in  any  way 
Irom  the  courage  that  both  Damien  and 
Wilson  have  shown  in  their  respective 
cases,  lite  will  never  be  quite  the  same 
for  either  of  them,  and  they  know  it,  and 
they  are  carrying  on.  But  Damien  found 
a  direction  for  his  anger  when  he  saw  an 
ad  for  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
™  Toronto.  He  knew  there  was  a  place 

turn  to  for  help,  a  community  to  stand 
behind  him  when  he  most  needed  it 
Wilson  is  a  gay  activist,  and  had  come 
out  through  the  gay  movement  in 
Saskatchewan, 

Just  five  years  ago,  both  ol  these  men 
would  likely  have  sunk  without  a  trace. 
Today  their  fight  is  making  headlines, 
and  they  stand  a  damn  good  chance'ol 
winning. 

And  if  you  think  that's  because  ol  an 
increased  atmosphere  ot  tolerance  and 
understanding,  you're  wrong.  Damien 
and  Wilson  will  win  because  there  have 
been  a  growing  number  of  gay  people 
who  have  spent  the  last  five  years  being 
very  noisy  and  very  energetic  about 
refusing  to  live  in  tear,  about  relusing  to 
live  as  second  class  citizens  It's  not  a 
large  number,  but  it's  a  growing  number, 
and  it  has  to  finally  include  us  all. 

Listen  as  we  march  shouting  through 
the  streels  of  Canadian  cities  and  towns 
Join  Us  I 

See  news  stories  pages  14  6. 


and  pleasB  remember,  Wilson,  this  is  ONLY  a  managerial  decisioni 


Dress  Rehearsal 

Mow  lhat  there  has  been  a  settling  ol 
(he  dust,  never  very  great  in  quantity, 
kicked  up  duhng  the  recent  Ontario  elec- 
tion by  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario,  a  careful  look  at  the  results 
should  be  al  the  top  ol  the  agenda  ot  the 
CGRO  conference  being  proposed  for 
later  this  fall  Given  the  imminence  ol 
another  election,  this  evaluation  will  have 
to  be  rapid  as  well. 

But  the  fog  ol  euphona  and  self- 
congratulalion  which  seems  lo  have  en- 
veloped CGRO's  coordinating  organiz- 
ation, the  Toronto  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  threatens  to  send  both  It  and 
the  Coalition  down  the  path  ot 
self-deception  in  this  matter. 

The  goal  of  the  Coalition's  efforts  was 
to  use  the  election  campaign  as  a  means 
of  drawing  public  attention  to  gay  issues. 
This  is  why  CGRO's  two  principal  elec- 
tion activities  were  participation  in  all- 
candidates  meetings  and  a  gay  hghts 
march  in  the  provincial  capital  just  a  few 
days  before  election  day. 

And  what  was  the  result  ol  this  care- 
fully considered  plan?  One  mention  of 
the  gay  question  crepi  inlo  the  news 
coverage  ol  the  election,  One. 

No  amount  of  rhetoric  about  CRGO's 
election  activities  raising  the  gay  struggle 
to  new  levels  will  conceal  the  hard  truth 
from  the  clear-sighted:  the  tactics 
selected  by  the  Coalition  were  a  failure. 

True .  the  campaign  drew  more  gays 
into  active  participabon  in  the  struggle  for 
their  hghts  than  ever  before.  And  yes, 
some  important  public  commitments  on 
the  question  ol  legislated  nghts  for  gays 
were  squeezed  out  ol  politicians  caught 
defenceless  on  the  hustings.  These  are 
significant  achievements,  but  they  remain 
incidental  to  the  media  coverage  which 
was  sought  bul  not  obtained,  coverage 
which  would  have  brought  news  ol  the 
gay  movement  to  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  ol  Ontano  gays  still  stranded 
in  their  isolated  closels.  This  overriding 
purpose  was  not  served. 

But  more  senous  than  this  correc- 
table error  of  tactics  was  the  blatanl 
apathy  displayed  by  the  Coalition's 
members  in  the  face  of  opportunities 
presented  by  the  election.  The  CGRO 
Steenng  Committee  meeting  which  took 
place  in  Windsor  on  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  was  the  only  CGRO  meeting  to 
after  the  calling  of  the  election  but 
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before  the  election  itself  For  this  reason, 
it  was  the  only  occasion  the  Coalition's 
members  would  have  to  draw  up  and 
discuss  election  plans  An  important 
occasion.  And  lour  organizations  senl 
representatives.  Four  out  ol  the  fifteen 


The  presence  ot  'ghost'  members  in 
the  Coalition  became  more  apparent  with 
each  passing  day  ol  the  campaign.  You 
would  think  that  the  prospecl  of  a  ruling 
party  sweeping  back  jnio  power  on  a 
la  w-and -order,  crush -permissiveness 
platform  would  shock  any  gay  organ- 
ization into  wakefulness  Bul  no,  many 
CGRO  members  slepl  on  insouciant 
while  a  handful  o(  groups  or  lewer 
carried  the  burden  ol  gay  dele  nee  and 
gay  hghts. 

The  near  certainty  ol  another  election 
In  Ontario  following  so  soon  upon  the 
las!  affords  the  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  the  rare  luxury  of  being  able  lo 
regard  its  September  campaign  as  a 
dress  rehearsal.  So  when  the  CGRO 
conference  meets  later  this  year,  il  had 
best  be  a  sober  affair;  there  is  a  house 
to  be  swept  clean  and  pasl  mistakes  lo 
be  learned  from. 


Letters 


Harold  Hedd 
Cartoon  Sexist? 

I  received  issue  19  and  wasn'l  all  that 
surprised  to  hear  you'd  been  visited  by 
our  'defenders  of  decency'  My  lover  and 
I  were  wondering  just  how  long  il  would 
be  before  we  had  some  l)ak  like  thai 
here  -  seeing  we've  jusi  opened  up  our 
all-gay  bookstore  here  in  Jamestown. 
and  there's  likely  to  be  some  investiga- 
tion. 

We  sympathize  with  you  on  having  lo 
remove  your  publication  and  we  agree 
with  you  thai  whai  you  depicted  is  some- 
thing all  ot  us  have  seen  before,  But 
belore  you  think  I'm  siding  with  your 
decision  to  pnnl  thai  comic  lo  begin  with, 
I'm  not. 

I  won't  deny  the  pictures  were  th ril- 
ling. I  was  quite  captured  by  the  scen- 
ano.  My  objection  is  that  the  entire  comic 
had  a  sexist  base:  worse  yet.  a  hetero- 
ses is!  base 

The  cocks  on  the  characters  were  out- 
rageously large.  Aren't  loo  many  ol  us 
already  loo  overly  concerned  with  "size". 
than  to  place  it  in  a  comic  as  well? 
Furthermore,  the  characters  depicted  in 
your  comic  we/e  cast  in  masculine/ 
feminine  rotes  II  you  Ihink  not.  all  you 
need  do  is  look  at  Harold's  bed  partner 
who  in  the  3rd  and  4th  frames  looks 
extremely  feminine  Harold's  partner  has 
no  moustache  and  his  hair  is  femininely 
styled   Harold  is  the    butch' wearing  a 
moustache  and  sporting  an  anchor  on 
his  nght  aim   In  the  third  lo  the  last 
frame,  Harold's  partner  is  depicted  in  a 
Continued  on  page  24 
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Election  campaign 
yields  gains 


u  an  all -candidates  mealing  in  the 
nding  ol  Scartxirough  West  on  Seplem- 
ber  4.  New  Democratic  Party  (NDP) 
leader  Slephen  Lewis  publicly  commu- 
ted htm  self  and  his  party  to  amending 
Ihe  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code  in  order 
to  extend  Its  prateclions  to  gay  people 
This  was  the  mosl  important  develop- 
ment to  come  out  ol  Ihe  mlervenlion  the 
Coalition  tor  Gay  Righls  in  Ontano 
(CGRO)  in  the  recent  Ontario  election 
campaign 

Lewis'  commitment  is  very  significant 
In  Ihe  context  of  ihe  election  results 
which  saw  the  NDP  double  its 
representation  in  the  legislature  and 
supplant  Ihe  Liberal  Party  as  the  official 
I  opposition.  Tins  advance,  coupled  with 
I  the  reduction  ot  the  ruling  Progressive 
I  Conservative  Party  Irom  a  large  majority 
I  to  a  very  weak  minority  government, 
I  makes  another  election  in  the  near  future 
a  certainty  and  the  formation  ol  an  NDP 
government  a  strong  possibility. 

CGRO's  involvement  in  Ihe  election 
campaign  was  developed  along  two 
lines  First,  member  organizations  of  the 
Coalition  were  urged  lo  use  local  all- 
candidates  meelings  lo  question  can- 
didates on  gay  issues  and  to  circu- 
late to  Ihe  public  a  special  pamphlel  on 
gay  rights  which  CGRO  published  for 
this  purpose.  Second.  CGRO  called  for  a 
public  demonstration  to  be  held  a  lew 
days  before  eleclion  day.  Both  at  the 
public  meetings  and  in  (he  demonstra- 
lion,  two  issues  were  constantly  raised: 
the  inclusion  ot  sexual  orientation  in  Ihe 
Ontario  Human  Righls  Code  and  ihe 
reinstatement  o(  John  Damien. 

It  was  the  first  part  of  this  strategy 
which  retted  Lewis'  commitment  to  legi_ 
lated  gay  rights  The  leaders  of  the  other 
two  parliamentary  parties  were  less 
responsive  when  confronted. 

Liberal  Party  leader  Robert  Nixon 
employed  the  standard  liberal  evasion 
He  replied  that  his  party  was  opposed  to 
any  kind  of  discrimination,  but  did  not 
explain  what  concrete  form  this  oppos- 
ition lakes.  And  Progressive  Conserv- 
ative leader  William  Davis  did  not  answer 
the  question  put  to  him, 

The  leaders'  responses  appear  to 
accurately  reflect  the  relative  positions  of 
their  parlies  on  the  issue  of  gay  rights  as 
revealed  in  other  all- candidates  meet- 
ings Just  one  elected  Progressive 
Conservative  candidale  (out  of  51)  gave 
a  favorable  response  and  one  elected 
Liberal  candidale  (out  ol  36)   The  latter 
was  Margaret  Campbell,  running  in  the 
heavily  gay  St,  George  riding. 

But  of  ihe  38  elected  New  Demo- 
crats, six  gave  public  support  to  gay 
righls.  either  by  endorsing  ihe  Commit- 
tee lo  Defend  John  Damien  or  by  com- 
mitting themselves  to  a  legislative 
remedy  for  discnmination  against  les- 
bians and  homosexuals.  The  six  are  Ted 
Bounsall  (Windsor- Sandwich),  Michael 
Cassidy  (Ottawa  Centre).  Pal  Lawlor 
(Lakeshore).  Stephen  Lewis  (Scarbor- 
ough West),  Ross  McCleiian  (Bell- 
woods),  and  David  Warner  (Scarborough 
Ellesmere).  Bounsall  has  also  made  a 
personal  commitment  lo  raise  questions 
in  the  House  aboul  Ihe  dismissal  of  John 
Damien  and  lo  introduce  a  pnvate 
member's  bill  which  would  add  sexual 
orientation'  lo  the  categories  enumerated 
in  human  rights  legislation. 

In  the  important  Si.  George  riding, 
which  covers  Toronto's  gay  ghetto,  all 
party  candidates  expressed  varying 
degrees  ot  support  for  gay  rights.  The 

Girsonally  popular  Margaret  Campbell 
beral  candidate  and  the  first  Ontario 
politician  to  publicly  support  gay  rights 
easily  won  re-election  She  defeated 
NOP  candidale  Lukin  Robinson,  who  is  a 
supporter  of  Ihe  Committee  to  Defend 
John  Damien,  Communist  Party  candid- 
ate Elaabeih  Hill,  who  made  a  positive 
statement  for  gay  nghts,  and  PC 
candidale  Frank  Vasilkioti.  whose  sup- 
port for  gays  was  positive.  The  politic- 
ians seem  lo  have  concluded  that  it  is 
impossible  to  win  the  SI.  George  nding 
without  at  least  lip-service  to  gay  nghts 
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The  St.  George  contest  is  indicative  of 
a  more  general  change  in  the  attitude  of 
professional  politicians  toward  the  abs- 
tract issue  of  gay  nghts  since  the  lasi 
election  in  1971    CGRO  Chairperson  Ian 
Turner  says  that  Gay  rights  seem    to 
have  become  a  motherhood  issue.  Of  all 
Ihe  candidates  questioned  during  the 
election  campaign,  we  know  of  only  one 
who  expressed  opposition*. 

The  CGRO-sponsored  gay  rights 
march  look  place  on  September  13,  just 
five  days  before  election  day  Despite  a 
cold  drenching  rain,  250  people  par- 
ticipated in  (he  march  from  the  legis- 
lature in  Queens  Park  to  Toronto's  City 
Hall.  Before  leaving  Queens  Parti,  the 
crowd  was  addressed  by  Bill  Lewis  of 
the  Prisoners  Rights  Committee  and  by 
Walter  Bruno,  speaking  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  Defend  John  Damien. 

A  note  of  violence  was  brought  to  the 
otherwise  peaceful  demonsi ration  when 
a  car  broke  through  [he  police  escort  and 
drove  into  the  marchers.  No  one  was 
injured,  however.  The  police  bnefly 
detained  the  driver,  but  later  refused  to 
say  whether  charges  had  been  laid. 

At  City  Hall  Ihe  demonstrators  listened 
(o  about  a  dozen  speakers,  including 
Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien 
chairperson  Chnstine  Bearchell,  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  president  Tom 
Warner,  University  of  Guelph  Homo- 
phile  Association  representative  Paul 
Shepherd.  Gays  of  Ottawa  represen- 
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lative  Ron  Dayman,  League  lor  Social- 
ist Action  candidate  Robert  Simms.  John 
Damien,  and  John's  lawyer  Harry 
Kopyto. 

The  CGRO  eleclion  intervention  de- 
liberatety  avoided  the  endorsement  of 
any  political  party.  It  was  felt  thai  a  non- 
partisan campaign  would  draw  the  most 
attention  and  support.  But  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  in  carrying  oul 
its  part  ol  the  general  sfralegy  of 
demanding  changes  in  the  Human  Rights 
Code  and  the  re-instatement  of  John 
Damien,  added  a  Iheme  of  its  own:  it 
called  on  gays  to  help  defeat  the 
government. 

Speaking  to  the  demonstrators  assem- 
bled at  City  Hall.  GATE  president  Tom 
Warner  described  the  Progressive  Con- 
servative government  of  William  Davis  as 
one  of  the  most  homophobic  institu- 
tions in  this  country     Most  of  the  mar- 
chers seemed  to  agree  with  this  evalu- 
ation; the  chants  most  commonly  heard 
during  the  march  were  "Fire  Davis,  hire 
Damien"  and  "No  gay  votes,  no  gay 
votes,  no  gay  votes  for  Tories'*. 

Media  response  to  CGRO's  election 
intervention  was  poor.  There  was  only 
one  report  ol  gay  participation  in  an  all- 
carvjidaies  meeting.  The  Toronto  press, 
Us  characteristic  animosity  lo  gays  una- 
bated, blacked  out  the  demonstration 
The  Globe  and  Mall,  for  example, 
omitted  Stephen  Lewis  promise  to 
amend  the  Human  Fights  Code  from  an 


extensive  list  ol  commitments  made  by 
each  ol  the  three  party  leaders  And 
although  n  did  not  covei  the  march  of 
250  lor  gay  nghts,  n  lound  room  on  page 
two  lor  approximately  six  column  inches 
on  another  demonstration  held  Ihe  same 
day  which  by  its  own  account  was 
attended  by  eight  persons 

Early  in  the  election  campaign.  PC 
leader  William  Davis  attempted  to 
present    law  and  order   as  the  principal 
issue  Such  a  campaign  could  have  been 
extremely  threatening  to  gays.  8ul 
fortunately,  Davis'  phoney  war  on 
permissiveness  derailed  when  the  elec- 
torate and  the  two  opposition  parties. 
especially  Ihe  NDP.  retused  to  respond 

io  n 

Ron  Dayman  of  Gays  ol  Ottawa  put 

Ihe  story  of  the  election  this  way  lo  the 
marchers  al  City  HaJl     Bill  Davis  is  trying 
lo  use  his  Big  Blue  Machine  lo  squeeze 
another  mandate  oul  ol  Ihe  people  ot  this 
province  and  it  isn't  working  Bill  Davis 
had  better  watch  it,  because  Ihe  Big 
Lavender  Machine  is  on  its  way". 

by  Ken  Popert 
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Show  trials 
continue 


It  is  now  apparent  thai  the  criminal 
proceedings  resulting  from  Ihe  discovery 
by  Ottawa  police  ol  a  male  prostitution 
service  last  March  will  lake  more  than  a 
year  to  complete  In  the  meantime,  the 
lives  of  most  of  ihe  sixteen  men  charged 
with  "buggery''  and  "gross  indecency" 
all  alleged  to  be  clients  ol  the  service, 
hang  in  [he  balance 

One  man,  Warren  Zutell,  committed 
suicide  when  his  name  and  address 
were  published  in  connection  with  the 
case  And  in  a  survey  conducted  by 
Gays  ol  Ottawa,  most  ol  (he  other  fifteen 
were  lound  to  have  suffered  damage 
ranging  from  psychological  slress  lo  loss 
of  jobs  and  homes  even  before  ihe  trials 
began  One  of  Ihe  viclims  recounted  Ihe 
system  a  lie  harassment  which  pushed 
him  to  the  edge  of  suicide  After  his 
name  and  address  were  published,  his 
nine-year-old  son  received  obscene 
telephone  calls  and  copies  of  the  news- 
story  were  continually  posted  in  ihe 
lobby  of  Ihe  apartment  building  in  which 
he  lived  until  he  and  his  family  were 
evicted.  ' 

So  far  charges  against  two  men  have 
been  dismissed  and  lour  others  have 
either  pleaded  guilty  or  been  found  guilty 
The  first  man  to  plead  guilty  received  an 
eighteen -month  suspended  sentence. 
Others  pleaded  guilty  through  plea- 
bargaining,  an  arrangement  made  out  of 
court  by  ihe  prosecution  and  Ihe 
defence   Three  men  have  been  granted 
absolute  discharges,  which  means  that 
ihe  accused  is  tound  guilty  but  has  no 
criminal  record.  In  each  of  these  cases, 
the  judge  has  stated  [hat  the  accused 
had  already  suffered  enough  because  ot 
the  press  publicity  and  that  no  further 
penalty  was  justified   In  one  case,  Judge 
Robert  Hutton  slated  that  the  publicity 
surrounding  ihe  affair  had  been  "much 
more  punishment  Ihan  I  could  legitim- 
ately impose" 

Nine  cases  have  yet  to  be  completed 
and  several  more  will  not  go  through  the 
preliminary  stage  before  the  new  year. 
In  anolher  development  in  the  case, 
prostitution  service  operator  Michel 
Gravel.  22,  pleaded  guilty  io  charges  ol 
operating  a  common  bawdy  house  and 
gross  indecency.  He  was  sentenced  to 
two  years  less  a  day  in  the  neuro-psy- 
chtatnc  ward  of  the  provincial  retomv 
alory  ai  Guelph.  supposedly  so  thai  he 
can  receive  "psychiatric  help"  and  pro- 
tection from  ihe  prisoner  abuse  which  is 
common  in  maximum  security  institu- 
tions. Gravel  had  a  previous  record  lor 
indecent  assault  on  a  male. 

During  Gravels  tnal  on  June  30  -  the 
same  day  as  the  National  Gay  Rights 
March  took  place,  also  in  Ottawa  • 
evidence  showed  that  the  service 
employed  six  boys  aged  1 1  lo  16  to 
perform  sexual  services  at  S3S-S60  per 
hour  Operating  under  the  guise  of  a 
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modelling  agency,  the  service  ran  fo< 
about  three  months  and  had  about  200 
clients  The  service  was  discovered 
when  Gravel,  hardly  the  sin*  operator 
painted  by  the  media,  went  10  the  Mayor 
to  complain  that  the  Montreal  Mafia  was 
trying  lo  hassle  him. 

At  the  lime  of  sentencing  in  mid -Sep- 
tember, Gravel  was  described  as  a 
compulsive,  pedophihc  homosexual" 
Judge  J  P  Beaulne  characterized  Grav- 
iclions  as  "conduct  which  reached 
the  depth  ol  depravation'  and  added  "I 
am  saddened  and  dismayed  that  there 
o  many  people  who  would  phone 
Ihis  agency  requesting  these  services' 
Crown  Attorney  Ted  Ormston.  in  simitar 
moralistic  statements,  called  the  agency 
obscene'1  and  stated  thai  "this  type  of 
operation  probably  represents  a  strong 
temptation  lo  a  section  of  the  population 
who  are  attracted  to  young  boys'' 

Five  additional  charges  of  contribut- 
ing to  juvenile  deliquency  were  dropped. 
Evidence  presented  at  the  tnal  showed 
thai  all  the  young  men  involved  as 
prostitutes  worked  voluntarily  None  ol 
them  has  been  charged,  although  this  is 
usual  in  heterosexual  prostitution  cases. 
After  being  sentenced,  Gravel  requested 
permission  to  address  Ihe  court, 
reportedly  to  apologize  for  the  damage 
he  has  done  to  Ihe  lives  of  Ihe  men  who 
had  been  his  customers,  permission  was 
denied 

In  (he  meantime,  Gays  ol  Ottawa, 
which  has  been  protesting  against  Ihe 

>  Since  the  stories  fust  nil  Ihe 
media  in  March,  has  been  continuing  its 
efforts  The  media  and  the  police,  both  ol 
whom  were  the  objects  of  demons- 
trations in  March,  are  being  pursued,  In 
June,  GO  representatives  met  wilh 
Ottawa  mayor  Lorry  Greenberg  lo  press 
lor  an  investigation  into  police  activities 
in  the  arrests.  Greenberg  has  been 
responsible  tor  a  maior  local  "morality" 
campaign  and  is  generally  considered  lo 
have  initiated  the  investigations  in  (his 
case  Needless  to  say,  the  mayor  was 
not  very  helpful.  He  limited  himsell  to 
stating  I  hat  detailed  complaints  should 
be  brought  before  the  Police  Commis- 
sion (ol  which  he  is  a  member).  The 
Attorney-General's  Office  had  earlier 

(used  to  launch  an  investigation;  how- 
ever. John  Clemen!,  the  former  Attorney 
General,  lost  his  seat  in  the  recent 
Ontano  election. 

In  Augusi,  GO  representatives 
Ron  Dayman  and  Charles  Hill  appeared 
before  Ihe  Ontario  Press  Council  in 
Toronto  lo  press  (heir  complaints  against 
the  sensationalist  coverage  of  (he  arrests 
by  the  media  and  particularly  by  the 
Ottawa  Citizen  In  its  presentation,  GO 
stressed  nol  only  the  biased  reporting  of 
the  newspaper,  but  also  the  damage  that 
Ihis  reporting  had  done  to  the  lives  ol  the 
victims,  pointing  out  thai  these  men  had 
suffered  the  penalties  ol  convicted 
persons  even  before  trial  and  that 
the  media  in  eflect  pre-lned  them  The 
presentation  concluding  by  staling:  "The 
Citizen  appeared  to  be  less  interested  in 
an  objective  presentation  ol  the  lacts 
(nan  in  participating  in  an  aniihomosex- 
ual  witchhunt  -  a  wilchhunf  which  led  to 
the  inevitable  tragic  end  ol  fifteen  lives 
destroyed  before  trial  and  one  death". 

The  Press  Council  was  receptive,  but 
a  decision  promised  in  September  was 
postponed  until  December  The  Council 
has  no  real  power,  except  to  censure 
member  newspapers.  But  since  the 
controversy  over  the  coverage,  the 
media,  obviously  feeling  guilty,  have 
noticeably  toned  down  Iheir  coverage  ol 
Ihe  proceedings. 

GO  also  has  established  the  Warren 
Zufelt  Memonal  Defence  Fund  lo  help 
pay  the  court  costs  of  those  victims  of 
the  atlair  who  have  had  financial 
difficulties   The  fund-raising  campaign  is 
continuing  and  a  contnbution  has  already 


Get  Me  The  Ex-Lax,  Harold, 
I've  Seen  Johnny  Touchina 
The  Boys  M 

"It  is  certain  thai  anal  eroticism, 
developed  dunng  childhood  constipation, 
explains  many  cases  of  adult  homosex- 
uality 

(McKenzie  Porter,  The  Toronio  Sun  Oci 
3/7S) 
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been  made  10  offset  the  high  court  costs 
of  one  of  the  men  accused.  Those  "ho 
wish  lo  conlnbute  should  send  cheques 
payable  lo  the  Warren  Zulelt  Memonal 
Defence  Fund,  c/o  Gays  of  Ottawa.  Box 
2919.  Station  D,  Ottawa.  Ontano. 

by  Ron  Dayman 


Marie  Robertson  of  Ottawa  a 
Mclaughlin  of  Malakwa  BC  at 
rally  in  Toronto.  Sept.  13. 


Halifax 


Liberation  through 
education 

The  first  gay  bookstore  In  Atlantic 
Canada  has  opened  in  Halifax.  The 
Alternate  Bookshop,  owned  by  Gay 
Alliance  for  Equality  |GAE)  secretary 
Tom  Bums,  specializes  in  gay  and 
feminist  literature. 

At  present  the  store  carries  about  one 
hundred  titles,  ranging  from  women's  and 
gay  liberation  books,  periodicals,  and 
newspapers,  through  gay  fiction  and 
special  interest  books,  such  as  biog- 
raphies of  popular  entertainers,  to  soft 
pom  and  skin  magazines  Tom  is  less 
concerned  with  making  a  profit  than  with 
supplying  a  much-needed  service  by 
offenng  a  source  of  information  to  the 
gay  community,  in  tine  with  his  philos- 
ophy ol  "liberation  through  education" 
He  hopes  that  the  bookshop  will 
educate  ourselves  and  others  about 

JS". 

The  venture  is  directed  pnncipally 

towards  those  who  are  still  m  the  closei 
In  Tom's  words.    I  realize  that  Play- 
girl,  Playboy,  and  Foxy  Lady  are  sexisi 


magazines,  but  this  is  what  a  lot  ol  gay 
people  want,  and  they  leet  reluctant  about 
going  straight  into  a  straight  establish- 
ment and  buying  them"  Those  who 
come  into  the  Alternate  Bookshop  to  buy 
Playgirl  might  hopefully  stay  to  read 
books  like  Out  ol  the  Closets:  Voices 
of  Gay  Liberation 

Tom  goi  the  idea  to  start  the  store  lasi 
September  when  he  vtsifed  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  in  Toronio  He  feels  thai  the 
problems  that  he  has  had  starting  the 
store  are  about  the  same  as  those 
encoonlered  by  any  new  small  business 

Money  has  been  limited  and  large  pub- 
lishing houses  which  cany  many  gay  or 
feminist  titles  don't  like  lo  deal  in  small 
orders,  prelemng  to  sell  through  large 
chains.  As  welt,  there  are  problems 
particular  to  Halifax,  such  as  high  ship- 
ping costs,  delays  in  receiving  matenal, 
and  a  lack  of  wholesale  outlets. 

Tom  hopes  to  expand  lo  over  two 
hundred  titles,  to  publish  a  catalogue, 
and  perhaps  to  carry  other  types  ol 
publications,  such  as  back -to- the- land 
movement  literature  However,  he  feels 
that  he  knows  what  he  is  dealing  with  in   * 
gay  and  feminist  areas,  and  is  wailing  tor 
feedback  from  the  community  before 
planning  his  next  step. 

The  Alternate  Bookshop  is  situated  m 
Suite  301,  1585  Barnnglon  Street  (Green 
Lanlem  Building)  in  Halifax.  It  is  open 
Thursdays  from  8  pm  lo  10  pm,  Fridays 
and  Saturdays  from  7  pm  lo  12  pm.  and 
Sundays  7  pm  to  fO  pm  These  hours 
correspond  partially  to  the  hours  of  Ihe 
city's  only  gay  club,  which  is  nexl  door, 
and  (o  the  hours  of  the  GAE  phone  line, 
which  will  be  reopening  soon  in  the  back 
i  of  Ihe  bookshop 

by  Robin  Metcalfe 


Toronto 


Towards  gay 
education 

A  group  of  teachers,  libranans,  and 
graduate  students  announced  the  for- 
mation of  the  Gay  Academic  Union  on 
October  8  In  Toronto  The  purpose  of  the 
Union  is  to  combat  sexism  and 
discnminalion  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  school  system.  It  will 
also  promote  research  and  study 
courses  on  the  gay  experience  and  the 
improvemenl  of  library  holdings  on  gay 
studies  and  gay  literature. 

Professor  John  A.  Lee  of  the 
University  of  Toronto  Sociology  De- 
partment charged  that  "thousands  of 
Canadian  teachers  are  living  in  daily  tear 
of  discovery  and  disgrace  -  not  tor 
something  illegal  they  have  done,  but 
simply  for  their  sexual  onentation." 

"I  know  personally  o!  many  people  in 
education,  including  well-known  leaders 
in  library  and  museum  administration,  on 
school  boards  and  in  teachers'  feder- 
ations, as  well  as  numerous  university 
professors,  who  are  actively  gay  in  their 
pnvate  lives"  said  Lee.  "They  are  still 
very  much  in  the  closet  and  some  of 
them  are  terrified  of  being  found  out.  I 
hope  the  formation  ol  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  will  encourage  more  of  them  to 
come  out  from  behind  the  mask  of 
respectable  heterosexuality". 

Only  lour  members  ol  the  new  GAU 
have  felt  sufficiently  confident  of  their 
positions  to  announce  themselves  at  the 
present  lime.  Law  enforcement  graduate 
student  Vicky  Pullam  agreed  that  there  is 
a  silent  toleration  of  homosexuals  and 
lesbians  in  the  school  system.  "There 
are  loo  many  ol  us  for  the  school  system 
to  keep  going  without  us"  she  said,  "but 
we're  tolerated  only  as  long  as  we  keep 
our  sexual  onentation  secret  No  minonty 
would  accept  tolerance  on  the  condition 
of  denying  i(s  own  existence" 

"We  have  put  up  with  incredible  lies 
about  gay  people"  complained  high 
school  (eacher  Albert  Gedrailis  "There's 
Ihe  lie  about  gay  teachers  being 
dangerous  lo  children,  when  police 
records  Show  the  vasl  majonry  of  such 
modems  involve  heterosexual  teachers. 
There's  ihe  lie  about  gay  teachers 


proselytizing  lor  homosei uality.  as  if 
sexual  onentation  were  a  matter  ol 
persuasion  Do  people  think  thai  most 
students  are  heterosexual  because  they 
were  persuaded  lo  be' 

Library  science  graduate  student  Bob 
Wallace  noted  thai  Canadian  libraries 
have  very  few  books  sympathetic  to  the 
gay  expenence.  in  (act,  the  Sears 
Subject  Catalogue  doesn't  even  have  an 
entry  lor  gay  liberation  It's  a  deliberate 
policy  (o  deprive  gay  people  ol  their  own 
history,  Ihe  way  Amencan  libranes  did 
with  blacks  until  a  few  years  ago 


GAU  member.  Sociology  Professor. 

Lee  said  that  Ihe  Union  would  also 
oppose  sex  -stereoly ping  in  student  coun- 
selling and  take  other  actions  to  support 
gay  students  who  want  to  come  out. 
"They  are  lotced  to  study  science, 
poetry,  even  sports,  as  if  no  great 
homosexual  ever  lived'  he  said   "Just  a 
short  time  ago  the  school  libranes  were 
refusing  a  copy  ol  Time  magazine  on  the 
open  shelves  (or  students  lo  read, 
because  the  cover  featured  a  gay 
Amencan  army  hero'" 

The  first  action  of  the  new  group  w 
to  leaflet  a  three-day  University  ot 
Toronto  lecture  series  on  Nazi  Germany 
Their  purpose  was  to  make  the 
participants  aware  that  tens  ot  thousands 
of  homosexuals  were  interned  and  killed 
in  the  death  camps  of  the  Third  Reich.  In 
addition  GAU  requested  University  of 
Toronto  president  John  Evans,  the  key- 
note speaker,  to  mention  gays  along  with 
the  other  victims  of  mass  extermin- 
ation by  Ihe  Nazi  regime,  but  Evans 
ignored  the  request. 

GAU  has  also  sen!  a  letter  to  Univer- 
sity of  Saskatchewan  president  R.W. 
Begg  protesting  against  his  treatment  of 
education  student  Doug  Wilson. 

Local  chapters  of  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  are  now  being  organized  in 
Halifax,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Vancouver 
and  Saskatoon. 

Prison  murder  trial 
exploits  gay 
connection 

The  Cabana  murder  trial  provided 
Toronto  dailies  with  hoi  and  lurid  copy  for 
over  two  weeks. 

Although  Judge  Haines'  character- 
ization of  the  tnal  as  being  one  of  the 
most  important  conducted  in  Canada 
today  was  certainly  an  exaggeration 
(unless  his  criterion  is  newspaper  sales), 
it  did  provide  a  revealing  glimpse  inside 
Canada's  pnson  system 

It  also  must  have  shaken  a  few  more 
cherished  heterosexual  illusions  As  the 
Toronto  Sun  wryly  noted  "Prisons  don't 
do  much  aboul  curing  cnminal  behaviour 
or  anti-social  attitudes.,  but  I  hey  do 
seem  lo  have  one  hell  of  a  way  of  cunng 
heterosexuality  " 

David  Cabana  was  descnbed  as 
mouthy"  and  "aggressive"  He  had  pull 
vilh  the  guards  m  Mtllhaven  and  when 
Dletmar  Holzer's  lover  was  seni  lo 
solitary.  Cabana  moved  in  on  "the  frail 
21  year-old" 

The  main  prosecution  witness,  who 
remained  unnamed  throughout  the  case 
and  who  was  paroled  lor  his  testimony, 
also  had  a  relationship  with  Holzer. 

Al  this  point,  the  story  becomes 
confused  in  a  maze  of  conflicting 
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testimony 

The  prosecution  witness  testified  that 
he  had  seen  Donaldson  and  Cavanagh. 
the  accused,  slab  Cabana  to  death  m  his 
cell  Shortly  afterward.  Edward  Johnston, 
in  leg  ifons  as  were  Ihe  other  inmates, 
testified  under  the  Canada  Evidence  Acl 
I  ha!  he  had  killed  Cabana. 

At  first,  ihe  press  and  the  defense 
attorney  Walton  Rose  attempted  lo 
insinuate  that  Cabana  had  been  killed 
because  he  was  a  homosexual  As  the 
trial  unfolded,  however,  it  became  more 
apparent  that  gay  relationships  were  the 
norm  inside  Millhaven  Cabana  was  killed 
because  he  "muscled   another  pnsoner. 
because  he  intimidated  a  smaller  inmate 

i  sexual  relationship.  Cabana  s 
crime  was  not  his  homosexuality    II  was 
his  exportation  of  another's  weakness  In 
the  absence  of  the  younger  man's  lover. 
The  difference  in  attitude  between  the 
forces  of  justice  (law)  and  the  inmates 
was  striking.  The  delense  counsel 
attempted  to  discredit  the  Crown's  main 
witness  by  labelling  him  a  "well-known 
sexual  pervert" 

Dr  HHIsdon  Smiih,  a  pathologist,  tesnf 
led  that  Cabana's  wounds  were  "wild 
slashing  cuts"  similar  !o  those  he  had 
seen  in  olher  "homosexual  attacks". 
The  Crown  coined  a  new  euphem- 
ism when  it  asked  Johnston  who  his 
institutional  partner"  was. 
On  the  other  hand,  Johnston,  after 
confessing  to  the  murder,  made  if  clear 
that  his  motives  were  noi  anfi-gay. 
"There's  nothing  wrong  with  homosex- 
uals as  long  as  they  leave  others  alone.  . 
but  I  don't  want  to  see  anyone  mus- 
cled." 

Johnston  also  made  some  percep- 
tive comments  on  the  prison  system  and 
the  courts.  "II  you'd  try  to  help  people 
msfead  of  locking  them  up  in  a  cell  Itke  a 
warehouse,     there's  no  rehabilitation  in 
Millhaven   It's  just  a  warehouse  They  let 
you  vegetate.  They  lei  you  rot." 

He  asked  the  Crown  why  ii  wanted  to 
get  two  innocent  men  convicted.  "You 
just  wan!  somebody  -  you  don't  care 
who   I  have  no  use  for  your  laws,  You 
have  a  lot  of  laws  and  no  justice." 

He  was  obviously  not  far  from  the 
truth.  The  trial  was  becoming  increasing- 
ly embarrassing  (or  Ihe  government  and 
the  prison  authoriiies. 

All  this  was  loo  much  for  Judge 
Haines  He  charged  Johnston  with  two 
counts  of  contempt  lor  refusing  lo  say 
who  helped  him  in  the  stabbing  Johns- 
ton replied:  "By  telling  you  I'd  become  as 
low  as  (the  Crown- witness)   I  have  my 
own  respect.  You  may  think  I'm  an 
animal  but  you're  not  my  judge." 

In  his  final  statement  to  the  jury, 
Haines  classified  Johnslon  as  "obviously 
psychotic."  The  judge  said  that  the 
Crown's  witness  seemed  to  have  a  less 
senous  cnminal  record  than  the  fourteen 
defence  witnesses  who  said  he  was 
tying,  and  thai  he  fell  the  defence 
witnesses  were  conspiring  lo  hide  the 
truth. 

The  jury  look  the  judge's  hint  Their 
spokesperson,  a  professional  engineer, 
announced  that  Donaldson  and  Cavan- 
agh  were  guilty  of  Cabana's  murder- 
Donaldson  and  Cavanagh  will  now 
appeal  lo  a  higher  court, 


clause  was  super- 


sexual 

fluous. 

The  union  points  out  that  if  there  is  no 
discrimination  then  ihe  University  can 
hardly  object  to  the  clause 

The  University  and  the  province  are 
using  wage  and  price  controls  as  a  cover 
lo  stall  things  unid  after  Christmas  when 
they  think  Ihey  can  break  a  strike 

The  library  workers  are  strong  and 
militant  and  sicking  lo  then  guns  on  the 
sexual  orienlation  issue  Gays  are  out 
and  active  within  the  union  and  Support 
Committee  The  Support  Committee 
meets  in  Room  4049  in  the  Robarts 
Library  every  Monday  at  5:30. 

by  Tim  McCaskell 
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Men's  Liberation 
Supports  Gays 


A  Mens  Liberation  Conference  look 
place  in  Waierfoo,  Ontano  on  the 
October  3-5  weekend.  There  were  over 
150  participants  at  the  conference,  the 
first  of  its  kind  lo  lake  place  in  Canada. 
Of  particular  interest  lo  the  gay  men 
who  attended  the  conference  was  the 
panel  on  maJe  sexuality.  One  ol  the 
panelists  noted  thai  he  had  on  occasion 
made  use  of  aversion  therapy  in  Ihe 
Ireatmeni  of  homosexual  patients,  and 
this  comment  brought  considerable 
protest  from  the  gay  people  present.  It 
was  also  pointed  out  that  none  of  Ihe 
panelists  were  gay,  and  this  was  remed- 
ied by  the  addition  of  a  gay  panelist  from 
the  audience 

One  of  the  most  heavily  attended 
workshops  at  the  conference  dealt  with 
the  subiect  of  meo  and  homosexuality'. 
In  it,  gay  and  slraighi  men  discussed  ihe 
community  of  inleresl  between  gay 
liberation  and  the  nascent  men's 
movemenl   Some  consciousness-raising 
took  place,  the  desired  outcome  of  which 
appeared  to  be  an  increased  ability  on 
the  pan  of  men  to  love  each  other. 

During  the  closing  sessions  of  the 
conference,  a  resolution  was  passed 
supporting  ihe  inclusion  of  sexual 
oneniation  in  Human  Rights  Codes.  In 
addilion,  ihe  conference  expressed  its 
solidarity  with  the  Doug  Wilson  campaign 
currently  under  way  in  Saskatchewan 

by  Harvey  Hamburg 
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by  Tim  McCaskell 

Library  union  seeks 
protection  for  gays 

The  library  workers  at  Ihe  University  of 
Toronio  organized  five  years  ago  as 
CUPE  Local  1230.  Last  June  ihey  pre- 
sented a  bargaining  position  lo  the 
University  Administration  which  was 
promplly  rejected.  The  admimsiralion  has 
been  stalling  on  negotiations  ever  since. 

Along  with  general  increases  and  a 
cost  of  living  allowance,  a  tough  anti-dis- 
crimmaiion  clause  was  included  lo  pre- 
vent discrimination  on  such  grounds  as 
color,  race,  sex,  family  relationships  and 
importantly,  sexual  oneniation. 

The  University  specifically  objecled  to 
the  anti-discnmination  clause   First  ihey 
said  the  union  should  have  no  say  in 
hiring  procedures   Secondly,  since  the 
University  had  never  been  guilty  of  dis- 
cnmmation  against  homosexuals,  Ihe 
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Government 
grant  for  gay 
education 


Last  summer  Gays  of  Ottawa  received 
a  grant  of  $4485  from  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  under  the  Student  Community  Ser- 
vices Program.  The  gran!  was  awarded 
to  carry  out  Project  Community  Out- 
reach, a  project  designed  lo  educate  the 
community  about  homosexuality  and  par- 
ticularly to  confacl  social  service  agen- 
cies in  the  Ottawa  area  lo  inform  them 
about  GO  and  the  gay  community  with  a 
view  to  making  them  better  equipped  to 
deaf  with  gays  they  might  come  into 
contact  with. 

Approval  of  the  grant  was  held  up  for 
two  months  with  the  result  that  the  - 
project  lasted  only  ten  weeks  instead  of 
the  projected  twenty  weeks.  Four 
persons  -  three  men  and  one  woman  - 
participated  in  the  project.  An  appli- 
cation by  Ihe  Edmonton  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  for  a  similar  grant  under 
Ihe  same  program  was  rejected  And  a 
second  grant  which  GO  applied  for  to 
help  finance  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Conference  was  also  rejected  without 
any  real  reason  being  given 

During  (he  lite  of  Ihe  GO  project 
approximately  forty  agencies  were 
contacted  with  a  wide  variety  of 
responses  being  received.  Several 


agencies  refused  to  deal  with  ihe  pro|ecl 
while  others,  such  as  Ihe  Elizabeth  Fry 
Society,  Planned  Parenthood,  and  ihe 
Distress  Centre,  were  very  positive  in 
arJdiiion,  several  forums  were  organized 
by  the  project  A  public  torum  held  at  the 
Ottawa  Public  Library  was  attended  by 
almost  one  hundred  people  Olher 
lorums  were  held  for  health-care  workers 
and  social  service  agencies 

The  approach  taken  dunng  the  projeci 
and  particularly  in  Ihe  forums  was 
outlined  m  a  bilingual  booklet  entitled 
Understanding  Homophobia  Accord- 
ing to  project  spokesperson  Mane  Rob- 
ertson,   ihe  bookiei  tned  to  pui  the  focus 
on  the  problem  of  homophobia.  Ihe 
irrational  fear  ol  homosexuality,  rather 
than  on  homosexuality  itself,  as  has 
been  done  in  the  past.  Homophobia,  like 
racism  for  blacks,  must  be  seen  as  Ihe 
central  problem  lor  gays  in  our  society" 
Copies  of  the  booklet  are  available  from 
Gays  of  Ottawa.  Box  2919,  Station  D 
Ottawa,  Ontano  for  25e 

The  projeci  received  extensive  pub- 
licity both  locally  and  nationally.  Two 
other  gay  groups,  one  In  Toronto  and 
one  in  Saskatoon,  also  received  Secretary 
of  State  grants  under  the  OFY  program 
lasi  summer,  both  for  media  projects. 

by  Ron  Dayman 
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Gay  resolution  ties 
Young  PCs 

A  resolution  calling  tor  an  end  to  the 
exclusion  of  gay  people  from  Canada  by 
immigration  law  was  introduced  by 
delegate  Wayne  Madden  at  a  Progres- 
sive Conservative  Youlh  conference  held 
in  Calgary  in  mid  August. 

The  resolution  passed  the  committee 
stage  by  a  35-10  vote,  but  produced  a  tie 
when  brought  to  the  full  conference  tor 
consideration  Wayne  reports  thai 
Thanks  to  a  compromise,  the  resolution 
was  no!  declared  deleated.  but  was 
recorded  with  equal  compromise  I  con- 
sider this  a  first  victory". 

Halifax  gays  reorganize 

After  a  period  of  inactivity,  ihe  Halifax 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equalily  (GAE)  has 
begun  to  reorganize  itself  A  mid  October 
meeting  elected  Robin  Metcalfe  as 
Secretary- Treasurer,  the  group's  only 
permanenl  officer,  and  a  rotating 
chairpersonshlp  was  established  for 
meetings 

Al  present,  gays  seeking  help  or 
advice  must  use  Helpline,  a  community 
crisis  switchboard.  But  GAE  hopes  to 
have  its  own  distress  line  in  operallon 
soon. 


Civil  rights  merry- 
go-round  in 
New  York 


On  September  1 1,  the  General  Wel- 
fare Committee  ol  the  City  Council  ol 
New  York  met  to  hear  Ihe  arguments  for 
and  against  the  passage  of  Intro  554,  ihe 
gay  civil  rights  bill,  to  the  lull  City  Council 
for  a  vole  Frve  times  In  the  past  four 
years,  this  bill  has  been  defealed  and 
this  year  it  never  even  got  oul  of  the 
General  Welfare  Commitlee. 

If  passed,  this  bill  would  have  exten- 
ded the  city's  existing  human  rights  bill  to 
include  sexual  orientation.  The  bill  would 
be  most  applicable  in  the  areas  of 
housing  and  job  discrimination   Similar 
bills  have  been  passed  in  23  US  cities, 
but  in  New  York  City  H  failed  to  pass. 
The  bill  was  opposed  by  a  host  of 
reactionary  forces,  including  Ihe  Roman 
Catholic  Archdiocese,  Orthodox  Jewish 
leaders,  and  the  Policemen's  Benevolent 
Association.  But  such  forces  by  them- 
selves are  only  Ironlmenl  for  the  big  bus- 
inessmen and  bankers.  It  is  very  clear 
that  they  intend  lo  keep  homophobia  in 
their  arsenal  of  weapons  to  divide  the 
working  class. 

The  oppression  of  gay  people  cannot, 
of  course,  be  ended  by  a  piece  ot  paper, 
even  one  embossed  with  a  legislative 
seal,  but  (here  is  something  very 
meaningful  in  the  act  of  legally  reaffirm- 
ing this  oppression,  of  saying  year  after 
year  to  gay  people.  "You  have  no  rights; 
you  do  not  even  deserve  to  ask  for 
rights"   In  so  doing,  the  ruling  class  has 
the  opportunity  to  revitalize  gay  oppres- 
sion, to  say  to  Ihe  straighl  working 
people  "We  are  protecting  you  from 
sexual  perverts". 

Just  as  Ihe  fears  ot  the  workers  were 
used  in  a  racist  way  to  justify  the  rehinng 
of  laid-off  cops,  so  ihe  1 3-hour  forum  on 
the  gay  rights  bill  was  used  to  revive  the 
worst  homophobic  fears  of  the  workers: 
that  their  children  will  be  raped  by  gay 
schoolteachers,  that  gay  people  might 
move  next  lo  them  and  conupi  the 
morals  of  their  families,  or  thai  Ihey 
themselves  might  be  sexually  threatened 
by  the  presence  of  gay  workers  in  their 
shops  or  lactones  -  fears  which  have  no 
basis  in  fact. 

Finally,  there  is  ihe  question  ol  the  bill 
itself.  All  progressive  people  should 
support  the  gay  rights  bill,  or  any  olher 
legislation  which  alleviates  even  some  of 
the  weighl  ot  gay  oppression;  bul  this 
support  must  be  tempered  by  the 
recognition  thai  any  |udicial  relorm  has 
its  limiialions.  The  ruling  class  realizes 
that  gay  people  in  New  York  represenl  a  ■ 
potentially  powerful  lores  and  it  is  its 


Press  Council  rejects 
complaint 

The  Oniano  Press  Council  has 
rejected  a  complaint  lodged  with  it 
against  The  Toronto  Star  by  writer 
Michael  Riordon  on  August  15  Michael 
had  accused  Ihe  newspaper  of  pub- 
lishing a  letter  which  he  had  written  to 
the  editor  with  substantial  alierations  ol 
the  content. 

The  Council's  ruling  reed  in  part:  "His 
basic  argument  that  The  Star  was  prej- 
udiced against  homosexuals  was  re- 
tained by  implication  in  the  published 
letter,  although  us  impact  was  lessened 
by  deletion  of  the  paper's  name  . 
"Despite  this  criticism,  ihe  complain!  is 
dismissed" 
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Grants  for  gay  writers 

The  Ontario  Arts  Council,  an  agency  of 
ihe  provincial  government,  has  allotted  a 
total  of  $3,500  in  grants  lo  wrilers  recom- 
mended by  Catalyst,  a  small  Scar- 
borough, Ontario  publishing  house  which 
sines  1969  has  published  books  by  a 
number  of  gay  wniers. 

Poet  Ian  Young,  spokesperson  for  the 
cooperatively  run  press,  said  that  Ihe 
grant  will  be  divided  equally  among  the 
seven  wrilers  who  have  published  books 
with  Catalyst.  The  writers,  who  will 
receive  5500  each,  are  Graham  Jack- 
son, Michael  Higgins,  Gavin  Dillard,  E.A. 
Lacey,  Wayne  McNeill,  Ian  Young,  and 
Richard  Phelan. 

Young  added  that  Catalyst  is  continu- 
ing its  policy  ol  publishing  gay  wniers 
and  young  Canadian  wniers  and  will  be 
publishing  five  new  lilies  over  the  nexl 
six  months. 
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Gay  public  health 
workers  organize 

A  group  of  gay  public  health  workers 
have  received  approval  ol  the  American 
Public  Heallh  Association  lo  organize  a 
gay  caucus  al  Ihe  association's  annual 
convention  in  Chicago,  November  16-20 
The  Association  is  one  ol  the  largest  ant) 
most  influential  health  organizations  in 
the  United  States 

The  major  convention  activities  ol  the 
caucus  will  be  a  resolution  on  "Homo- 
sexuality and  Public  Health"  and  a  booth 
in  the  exhibit  hall  illustrating  the  reality  ol 
being  a  gay  provider  or  recipient  ol 
health  services  The  caucus  hopes  its 
activities  wilt  help  improve  health 
services  lor  gays,  help  obtain  equal 
opportunity  in  education  and  employment 
lor  gay  public  health  workers,  and  help 
eradicate  homophobia  and  sexism 

Justice  delayed  in  BC 

Eight  months  alter  a  Board  ol  Inquiry 
was  appointed  by  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission  to  investigate  the  relusal  ol 
Ihe  Vancouver  Sun  to  publish  an  ad  lor 
Gay  Tide,  Ihe  newspaper  ol  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  there  is  no 
decision  in  the  case 

3urce  dose  to  the  investigation 
says  that  "the  nature  of  the  case"  is 
causing  Ihe  Board  ol  Inquiry  to  move 
very  cautiously  in  rendenng  its  decision. 

The  sa me  sources  said  that  the  Board 
had  been  apprised  ol  the  oiling  ol  the 
Saskatchewan  Human  flights  Commis- 
sion lhat  Ihe  term  sex'  in  that  province's 
nghts  legislation  covers  gay  people 

The  report  ol  the  Board  ol  Inquiry  is 
claimed  to  be  in  the  final  stages  ol  prep- 
aration 


GO  continues 
municipal  efforts 

GO  is  pursuing  its  efforts  lor  the  adop- 
tion of  a  civil  rights  clause  lor  gay 
municipal  employees  by  Ottawa  City 
Council   In  June  GO  representatives  Ron 
Dayman  and  Charles  Hill  met  with  Mayor 
Lorry  Greenberg  to  make  known  their 
case  The  mayor,  considered  lo  be  res- 
ponsible for  the  recent  morality  squad 
campaigns  in  Ottawa,  was  less  than 
receptive  but  agreed  to  consider  the 
request. 

On  August  19th,  GO  representatives 
Mane  Robertson  and  Ron  Dayman  met 
with  the  Ottawa  Board  of  Conirol  to 
present  a  bnef  and  to  make  an  oral 
presentaiion  calling  lor  the  inclusion  ol 
Ihe  terms  "sexual  onentation"  in  the 
employment  clause  of  the  city  The  con- 
trollers were  obviously  impressed  with 
the  presentation  but  deferred  decision  till 
a  later  dale   II  passed,  Ottawa  would  join 
Toronto  and  over  20  American  cities  with 
similar  gay  nghts  legislation. 

Lang  rejects  gay 
protections 

Gays  of  Ottawa  received  a  letter  from 
Justice  Minister  Otto  Lang  in  Septem- 
ber, replying  to  a  letter  about  the  pro- 
posed Canadian  Human  Rights  Bill. 

Gays  ol  Ottawa  had  asked  us  lor  Ihe 
inclusion  ol  the  term    sexual  onentation" 
m  Ihe  lis!  ol  general  categones  to  be  pro- 
tected Irom  discrimination  under  the  new 
act  in  order  to  assure  the  protection  ol 
the  basic  nghts  of  homosexuals  in  the 
areas  ol  federal  junsdiction  to  be  pro- 
tecied  under  the  act. 

In  his  reply,  Lang  indicated  that  the 
legislation  will  exclude  gays  Irom  its  pro- 
lection  This  means  that  homosexuals 
will  have  no  recourse  from  discrimin- 
ation This  is  o*  particular  concern  to 
Gays  of  Ottawa  in  that  Ihe  federal 
government  is  known  lo  discnminate 
against  gays 

Gays  of  Ottawa  spokesperson  Ron 
Dayman  stated  that    GO  will  continue  to 
press  for  the  inclusion  of  the  lerm  sexual 
onentation  in  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Bill  and  will  be  making  presen- 
tations lo  the  relevant  committee  when 
ment  sits  in  the  lair 


intention  to  keep  gays  stranded  at  the 
eariiesi  stage  of  their  liberation  struggle, 
the  pursuit  ol  relormist  goals    It  is  their 
hope  that  gay  people  will  maintain  taith 
m  the  capitalist  system  of  justice,  a  laith 
that  olher  oppressed  minorities  have 
abandoned  They  hope  that  gay  people 
New  York  will  not  discover,  as  gay 
ople  have  in  the  23  American  aties 
which  have  passed  gay  nghts  legislation. 
that  the  legal  termination  ol  job  and 
housing  discnmination  doesn't  mean  too 
much  when  there  aren't  enough  jobs  or 
when  rents  are  prohibitively  high. 

But  these  tactics  will  backfire,  as  they 
always  do.  Many  gay  people  have  lost 
confidence  in  the  system  ol  justice  and 
this  latest  denial  ol  even  the  most 
elementary  form  of  civil  nghts  wilt  drive 
many  more  into  their  ranks. 


by  Connie  Harris 


Toronto 


Damien:  central 
issue  posed 


6/ Body  Politic 


"The  immediate  ettect  or 
Commission's  policy  would  I 
thousands  ol  Ontanans  Irom  then  apprehen- 
sion  ui  the  kind  ol  injury  suffered  by  John 
Damien  The  John  Damien  case  confronts  the 

consequences  ol  the  present  policy    Are 
cases  ol  discriminatory  dismissals  ol  homo- 
sen  uals  Irom  positions  ot  trust  no!  within  the 
scope  ol  human  nghis  "?  Will  Hie  Onlano 
Human  Righls  Commission  act  to  nght  ihe 
injustice  done  lo  John  Damien  and  help  lo  do 
away  wilh  Ihe  fear  o!  blackmail  and  soaal  dis- 
minalion  against  homose-uals'  Tnis  is  the 
ntral  issue  which  this  submission  poses 
So  concludes  ihe  briel  which  was  sub- 
mined  October  24  to  the  Ontario  Human 
flights  Commission  (OHRC)  by  lawyer 
Harry  Kopyto  on  behalf  of  John  Damien. 
Ihe  Ontario  racing  steward  fired  last 
February  lor  being  a  homosexual  The 
bhel.  which  had  already  become  well- 
known  as  'the  Damien  submission'  even 
before  it  was  officially  presented  to  the 
OHRC,  argues  thai  the  Commission 
should  interpret  the  word  sex'  in  the 
Onlano  Human  Righls  Code  broadly 
enough  lo  include  sexual  orientation. 
Such  an  interpretation  would  autom- 
atically extend  Ihe  protection  ot  human 
nghts  legislation  to  gays  wilhout 
legislative  action 

The  presentation  was  essentially  a 
matter  ot  lorm.  since  the  Commission 
has  actually  had  copies  ot  Ihe  brie!  since 
the  end  of  September.  The  document 
was  received  politely  and  with  little 
comment.  Kopyto  read  the  submission  to 
Ihe  commissioners  and  asked  (or  a 
decision  on  it  within  thirty  days.  He 
added  that,  if  there  was  no  response 
forthcoming  within  thai  penod,  he  would 
lake  this  as  a  rejection  ol  the  bnef  and 
go  to  court  to  force  Ihe  Commission  lo 
adopl  the  conclusions  contained  in  the 
Damien  submission 

The  adoption  of  Ihe  Damien  submis- 


sion by  the  Commission  would  mean  a 
complete  aboul-lace  in  its  relations  wuh 
ihe  gay  people  ol  Ontario  The 
Commission  s  policy  on  gays  can  be 
lairfy  descnbed  as  one  ol  delay,  evasion, 
and  deceit .  Just  over  one  year  ago,  Ihe 
Commission  assured  Ihe  Toronto  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  lhai  it  would 
record  cases  of  discnmination  against 
gays  and  inlormally  mediate  such  cases 
(Body  Politic  #14)  But  when  John 
Damien  appeared  al  the  OHRC  offices  in 
September  lo  lodge  a  complaint  about ' 
his  dismissal,  the  Commission  refused 
even  lo  give  him  a  complaini  form  to  fill 
out.  The  very  meeting  held  lo  hear  the 
Damien  submission  was  repeatedly  char- 
acfenzed  by  Commission  spokespersons 
as  an  informal  hearing',  that  is,  not  a 
real  meeting  o!  the  Commission. 

Bui  there  is  growing  pressure  on  the 
OHRC  to  accept  the  reasoning  ol  the 
Damien  submission,  especially  in  the 
wake  of  the  decision  of  the  Saskat- 
chewan Human  Rights  Commission 
(SHRC)  lo  investigate  the  Doug  Wilson 
case.  A  copy  ol  the  submission  was  sent 
lo  the  SHRC  and.  according  lo  Kopyto. 
its  decision  to  investigale  means  that  it 
has  in  effect  adopted  the  Damien  sub- 
mission 

Pressure  is  also  being  put  on  the 
OHRC  by  gay  people  themselves.  The 
evening  before  the  informal  hearing'  ol 
the  Damien  submission,  a  public  meeting 
"called  by  the  Committee  to  Oelend  John 
Damien  drew  125  people  to  an  auditor- 
ium on  the  University  ol  Toronto  campus 
Sponsors  ol  the  meeting  included  well- 
known  lawyer  Clayton  C  Ruby,  Labor 
Council  ol  Metropolitan  Toronlo  president 
Sam  Fox,  Saturday  Night  editor  Robert 
Fulford.  Canadian  Federation  ol  Com- 
munications Workers  chairman  Bons 
Mather,  and  many  other  prominent 
individuals  and  organizations 

Among  the  speakers  addressing  the 
meeting  were  Harry  Kopyto,  Doug 
Wilson,  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
president  Tom  Warner.  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  pastor  Bob  Wolfe. 
Community  Homophile  Association  of 
Toronto  president  George  Hisiop,  Gay 
Academic  Union  chairperson  John  Lee, 
Gerald  Hannon  ol  The  Body  Politic. 


Don't  just  send 
best  wishes. 

Send  money. 

The  John  Damien 
Defence  Fund 

Make  cheques  payable  to: 

Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien 

Box  117,  Stn.  V 

Toronto  M6R  3A4 


Esprit  editor  Mary  Axlen.  and,  ol  course 
John  Damien 

Both  John  Damien  and  Doug  Wilson 
were  given  standing  ovations  by  the 
audience  and.  ii  applause  is  any  indi- 
cation, the  crowd  seemed  lo  lavor  ihe 
more  militant  speakers. 

There  were  also  signs  of  growing 
contempt  among  gays  lor  the  OHRC 
Law  Union  representative  Paul  Copeland 
drew  a  very  lavorable  response  from  the 
meeting  when  he  commented  that, 
although  an  OHRC  victory  would  be 
good  politically,  gays  should  not  make 
the  mistake  of  thinking  that  the  Com- 
mission s  protection  was  aciually  worth 
anything.  And  strong  applause  greeted 
GATE  president  Tom  Warner's  assertion 
that    with  or  without  Ihe  Ontano  Human 
Rights  Commission,  we  are  going  to  win 
this  case" 

The  Oamien  submission  is  jusl  one 
part  of  the  legal  battle  lo  obtain  justice 
for  John  Damien.  The  suil  against  the 
officials  responsible  tor  John's  dismis- 
sal is  in  the  meantime  slowly  crawling 
forward  in  the  courts,  despite  the 
attempts  ol  the  defendants  to  delay 
progress  at  every  turn  with  technical 
manoeuvers.  The  case  Is  now  in  the 
stage  known  as  the  heanng  ol  discovery, 
which  is  a  preliminary  presentaiion  ol  the 
case  lo  allow  the  court  to  decide  it  there 
is  enough  evidence  and  legal  subsiance 
lo  justify  a  lull  trial   The  case  is  being 
heard  in  the  Supreme  Court  ol  Ontario. 

The  latest  development  in  the  case 
has  been  the  defendants'  claim  thai  John 
once  made  love  to  another  man 
employed  at  the  race  track  They  allege 
thai  such  an  involvement  represenls  a 
conflict  ot  interest,  since  John  was 
employed  as  one  ol  three  Ontario  Racing 
Commission  Stewards  who  regulated  all 
activities  concerned  with  racing  in  Ihe 
province.  They  wish  to  claim  lhat  Ihis 
was  the  grounds  lor  his  dismissal 

John  Is  countering  this  argument  by 
pointing  out  thai  his  former  employers 
did  noi  even  know  Ihis  al  Ihe  lime  of  his 
dismissal  and  only  learned  about  ii 
because  he  deliberately  raised  the  matter 
at  a  press  conference  in  order  to  be 
completely  honest  He  also  will  bring 
forward  evidence  that  similar  involve- 
ments by  olher.  heterosexual  stewards 
did  no  I  lead  lo  their  dismissal  John's 
lawyer,  Harry  Kopyto.  has  asked  the 
court  to  require  the  delendants  to 
produce  Ihe  name  o>  the  person 
involved;  this  is  important  because,  II 
they  cannol  do  this,  it  would  show  that 
they  really  know  nothing  more  than  what 
John  has  already  made  public  of  his  own 
volition  and  that  they  had  no  knowledge 
ol  this  matter  al  Ihe  time  they  lited  him 
The  court  has  upheld  Kopyto's  request 
and  this  ruling  is  now  being  appealed  by 
the  defendants. 

All  the  expenses  in  the  battle  lo  win 
justice  lor  John  Oamien  are  being  paid 
for  out  of  donations  lo  the  Committee  to 
Defend  John  Damien.  The  Committee  has 
so  (ar  received  a  good  response  and 
S4000  has  been  raised.  However,  this  is 
just  a  Iraction  of  the  legal  costs  involved 
in  such  a  case  Donations  to  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  mailed  to  The  Com- 
mittee lo  Delend  John  Damien,  Box  117. 
Station  V,  Toronto,  Ontano. 

by  Ken  Popert 


Arts  Council 
refuses  grant 

The  Ontario  Arts  Council  has  rejected 
an  application  from  The  Body  Politic  lor 
financial  assistance. 

The  application,  tiled  May  24.  1975. 
was  delayed  tor  several  months  because 
various  selection  committees  could  not 
come  to  a  decision 

The  mailer  was  deterred  until  safely 
after  the  provincial  election  in  Sep- 
tember, while  Ihe  Council  "further  con- 
sidered policy  " 

Reasons  given  for  ihe  rejection  were 
low  standards  ol  writing,  editing  and 
graphic  design  Ron  Evans,  Literary 
Officer,  hastened  to  add  that  the  decis- 
ion had  nothing  to  do  with  Ihe  nature  ol 
the  paper 


NEWI 
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STOP  PRESS 

Immigration  ban 
may  fall 

As  this  "isue  of  The  Body  Politic 
goes  lo  Ihe  pnnter,  it  appears  thai  gay 
people  are  on  the  edge  o<  then  Bret 
tangible  victory  m  the  five-year  history 
o'  Iheir  movement  According  10  The 
Globe  and  Mall,  the  as  yet 
unpublished  report  of  the  Special  Joint 
Committee  on  Immigration  Policy 
recommends  the  repeal  o1  Ihe  parts  of 
Ihe  Immigration  Ac!  which  exclude 
homosexuals  and  lesbians  trom  Ihe 

Earlier  Ihis  year,  the  Committee 
held  hearings  all  across  Ihe  country 
on  immigration  policy    In  virtually 
every  city  where  it  met.  ihe  committee 
received  represen  tat  ions  trom  ihe 
local  gay  community  proposing  or 
demanding  an  end  to  gay  exclusion 
The  Committee  was  also  confronted 
with  hundreds  ol  demonstrators  who 
expressed  opposition  to  the  govern- 
ment's Green  Paper  on  Immigration 
both  lor  Its  racist  lone  and  lor  its 
failure  lo  suggest  an  end  (o  the  ban 
on  gays, 

Because  this  recommendation  has 
been  made  to  the  tederal  government 
belore,  in  Ihe  1966  While  Paper  on 
Security,  withoui  any  subsequent 
action,  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  intends  to  keep  up  the 
pressure  on  the  government  unlil  ihe 
change  is  enacted  into  law. 


j»  New  gay  phoneline 


Community 
Services 
Conference  held 

"What  are  street  people?" 

At  the  first  National  Gay  Community 
Services  Conlerence  held  in  Saskatoon 
on  Thanksgiving  weekend  (October 
11-13),  the  extreme  diversity  ot  gay 
experience  throughout  ihis  country  was 
sharply  illustrated  with  question  like  thai. 

Delegates  represented  gay  organiz- 
ations in  numerous  centres  Irom 
Montreal  to  the  west  coast  Offsetting 
inevitable  big  city  dominance,  there  were 
people  Irom  places  like  Guelph  and 
Pnnce  Albert. 

And  as  usual  at  gay  conferences  - 
indeed  almos!  any  conlerence  -  the  men 
outnumbered  the  women  The  issue  ol 
separalism  was  raised,  bul  by  the  end  ol 
the  sessions,  both  sexes  had  learned 
Irom  each  other 

Community  education,  both  within  the 
gay  world  and  outside  it,  was  a  dominant 
theme  in  most  ot  Ihe  discussions.  How 
do  gay  services  relate  to  persons  who  do 
not  want  to  go  public  and  do  not  wan) 
harassment?  Whal  differences  are 
necessary  lor  those  concerned  with 
political  action? 

There  was  a  consensus  that  to  help  as 
many  gays  as  possible  and  to  build  a 
stronger,  more  politically  effective  move- 
ment, wide  differences  among  gays  must 
be  tolerated.  As  gays,  we  all  know  what 
il  means  to  be  a  minonty  To  sub-divide 
the  community,  on  the  one  hand,  limits 
even  more  sharply  Ihe  number  of 
personal  contacts  we  may  enjoy,  and  on 
Ihe  other,  precludes  any  wider  gains 
Irom  Ihe  ignorant  authorities  on  Ihe 
outside 

The  workshop  on  older  and  younger 
gays  concluded  that  both  groups  often 
have  unrealistic  expectations.  Their 
desire  for  lovers,  tor  example,  may  be 
more  mlense  than  those  of  us  who  are 
either  happy  or  |ust  resigned. 

That  desire,  however,  is  not  always 
mutual   Most  ol  us  will  be  old'  one  day 
What  then''  Here,  the  conlerence  turned 
academic:  no  solution  other  than  experi- 
menting witli  various  ideas,  which  in 
itself  may  be  the  solution 

Women   Is  separatism  an  answer? 
Lesbian  women  are  doubly  isolated  from 
the  mainstream'  or  important  activities 

December 


Even  m  Ihe  gay  world,  men  are  more 
involved  than  women  The  men  al  the 
conference  came  to  appreciate  much 
more  that  women  have  a  need  simply  to 
get  together,  to  talk,  to  exchange 
feelings. 

II  was  argued  thai  ai  any  future  con- 
lerence. women  should  congregate  on 
their  own  at  the  very  first,  belore  par- 
ticipating with  men  in  discussions  ol 
common  interest.  It  was  also  tell  that 
both  sexes  from  all  the  organizations 
represented  al  a  conference  should  lake 
pari  in  drawing  up  the  agenda. 

Reflecting  on  the  proceedings,  the 
delegates  agreed  the  conference  had 
been  a  good  start.  It  was  resolved  to 
plan  tor  a  larger  conlerence  in 
Vancouver  next  fali  which  will  go  beyond 
consciousness-raising  lo  study  and  train- 
ing m  specific  lorms  ot  social  work 

Political  activism  must  continue  But  al 
[he  same  time,  and  more  important  to 
innumerable  cJosels  who  cannol  be  open 
with  their  friends,  let  alone  with  the  wider 
society,  gay  community  centres  and  help 
lines  must  be  available  Only  then  may 
those  who  are  not  yet  comfortable  in  the 
gay  world  escape  ihe  repression  around 
them. 


by  John  Argue 


Support  from 
New  Democrats  in 
Saskatchewan 

Three  NDP  constituency  organizations 
in  Saskatoon  have  recently  passed 
motions  requesting  that  the  government 
include  sexual  onentation  in  human 
rights  legislation  The  motions  will  be 
passed  on  tor  discussion  ai  the 
provincial  NDP  convention  10  be  held  in 
Saskatoon  in  November 

The  Saskatchewan  Young  New  Demo- 
crats have  also  indicated  that  they  will 
support  ihe  inclusion  ol  sexual  onen- 
lanon  m  human  nghis  legislation  al  the 
convention. 

NDP  in  Saskatoon 
promotes  open  gay 

Neils  Richards,  a  member  of  the  Gay 
Community  Centre  ot  Saskatoon,  has 
been  appointed  as  a  delegate  to  the 
provincial  NDP  convention  trom  the 
Saskatoon-Nutana  constituency   He  has 
also  been  appointed  to  Ihe  constituency 
executive  and  to  the  16-member  Melro 
Council  ot  the  NDP  This  marks  Ihe  firsl 
time  thai  an  openly  gay  person  has  been 
appointed  to  such  a  position  in  Saska- 
toon. 


US  Serviceman's 
case  continues 

Sargeant  Leonard  Matlovich  has  lost 
the  firsi  battle  in  his  bid  to  be  a  living 
example  ol  equal  opportunity  in  Ihe 
Uniled  States  Air  Force " 

Matlovich,  who  did  three  voluntary 
tours  in  Vietnam,  wrote  his  command- 
ing officer  last  March  to  tell  him  he  was 
gay.  and  to  ask  to  be  permitted  to  slay  in 
the  Air  Force  because  "my  heart  is  with 
Ihe  mililary  " 

In  spite  ot  Matlovichs  twelve  years  of 
unquestioning  service  and  his  purple 
heart,  the  Air  Force  has  decided  that  his 
homosexual  behaviour  contravenes  Ihe 
"high  moral  standards"  ot  the  service.  LI. 
Col.  John  Schontield  testified  that  he 
was  "quite  shocked"  at  learning  ot  Mat- 
lovich's  homosexuality,  and  considered 
his  ability  lo  be  totally  impaired."  The 
Air  Force  manual  stales  that  homosex- 
uality is  not  tolerated  in  me  Air  Force."     - 

In  t974,  t72  airmen  were  discharged 
under  the  anti-gay  regulation  The  army 
threw  out  94.  while  the  Navy  reported 
422  homosexual  discharges. 

Matlovichs  attorney.  Susan  Hewman 
ot  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
first  argued  thai  the  regulation  was 
unlawful,  since  it  imposed  the  morality  of 
the  majority  on  its  employees,  and  vio- 
lated their  constitutional  nghl  to  privacy 
Her  motion  to  overturn  the  Air  Force  ban 
was  denied  by  the  Board's  legal  advisor 

In  the  actual  discharge  proceedings. 
Matlovich  s  attorneys  maintained  that  the 
sargeant's  ability  to  perform  military 
service  had  not  been  compromised  by 
his  homosexuality   The  government, 
feanng  that  permitting  a  homosexual  to 
remain  in  the  Air  Force  would  lempt 
sexually  normal'  servicemen  into  homo- 
sexual activities,  was  not  convinced. 

After  the  discharge,  a  U.S.  district  coun 
judge  agreed  to  rule  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  military's  regulations  barring 
homosexuals,  and  sel  a  heanng  for 
November  3. 

by  Tim  McCaskell 


Public  Meeting 

held  by  Wages  Due  Collective,  a  les- 
bian group  within  the  International 
Wages  lor  Housework  movement  about 
lesbianism  and  why  we  want  wages  tor 
housework  Tuesday,  November  4th  at 
7-30  p.m.  St  Paul's  cenlre,  121  Avenue 
Road,  (3  blocks  north  ol  Bloor),  Toronto. 
For  more  into  call  922-2084  or  967-6959 
All  lesbians  welcome  No  media  allowed 


A  group  of  gay  people  in  Toronto  have 
been  meeting  over  the  last  tew  months 
with  the  intention  of  Opening  a  phoneline 
and  drop-in  centre  They  will  emphasize 
peer-counselling,  and  will  be  especially 
concerned  with  helping  isolated  gays  lo 
come  out. 

The  location  ol  the  drop-in  centre  is 
not  yet  settled.  New  members  are  still 
being  recruited  and  trained  This  group 
will  be  called  Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG) 
and  it  is  nol  connected  with  any  existing 
organization. 


New  publication  appears 

A  new  gay  publication  has  made  its 
debut  in  Toronto  The  firsi  issue  of 
Esprit,  an  ambitious  glossy-cover  month- 
ly magazine  appeared  in  October  The 
magazine  is  directed  at  both  men  and 
women  and  is  available  ail  across 
Canada 

Shrinks  regain  sanity 

A  change  in  the  altitude  of  the  psy- 
ch i  at  nc  profession  toward  gay  people 
was  in  evidence  at  the  Symposium  on 
Sexual  Preference  and  Sexual  Identity 
sponsored  by  the  University  of  Toronto 
Psychialric  Education  Department  in 
October  The  Symposium's  organizer, 
Dr.  Vivian  Rakoff.  revealed  during  a  dis- 
cussion ol  homosexuality  as  an  alter- 
nate lifestyle  that  she  had  onginally 
planned  for  an  additional  discussion  ot 
homosexuality  as  a  p  sy  ch  opal  hoi  ogy,  but 
that  she  had  found  no  one  interested 
making  such  a  presentation. 


Banned  in  Brazil 

Brazil  has  tightened  censorship  again, 
apparently  ending  a  period  of  relative 
freedom  in  the  media  and  arts   Censors 
have  told  editors  of  fhese  new  norms  no 
more  than  one  nude  breast  per  page  is 
lo  be  displayed,  no  photos  ot  delivery  of 
children  are  to  be  used;  and  discussions 
of  homosexuality,  repression.  Latin- 
American  social  problems,  and  censor- 
ship are  to  be  avoided. 

Censors  have  told  editors  that  the 
appearance  ol  such  material  is  "part  ol 
the  Communist  strategy  to  weaken  the 
morality  of  the  people" 


More  News  on 
page  18 


Gay  Montreal  drop-in 
centre  opens 

After  being  homeless  lor  nearly  three 
months,  the  Gay  Montreal  Association 
has  settled  into  now  quarters  The  new 
sue  ot  GMA  operations  is  an  apartment 
at  Suite  6,  3425  Peel  (388-1101).  The 
drop-in  centre  is  presently  open  to  the 
public  Wednesday  through  Sunday,  7-10 
pm  There  is  a  library  ot  gay  literature 
and  refreshments  are  available  lor  a 
modest  donation 

from  Gay  Times 


International  congress 
cancelled 

The  second  International  Gay  Rights 
Congress,  scheduled  tor  1976  in  Puerto 
Rico,  will  not  be  going  ahead  as  planned 
A  letter  from  Rafael  Cruet,  President  ot 
Commumdad  de  Orgullo  Gay  says  that 
help  promised  by  delegates  lo  the  firsl 
International  Congress  in  Edinburgh  last 
year  has  nol  been  forthcoming   Puerto 
Rico  gays  cannot  organize  such  an 
eveni  on  their  own  But  they  are  planning 
a  Latin  American  conlerence  instead 
The  Latin  American  Gay  Congress  has 
been  tentatively  set  for  April,  1976 

from  Gay  News 


Israeli  gays  organize 

A  new  gay  liberation  group  which  was 
recently  established  in  Israel  is  already 
reporting  progress.  The  organization, 
which  is  keeping  in  touch  with  gay 
synagogues  and  gay  Jewish  groups  in 
the  United  States  is  called  Ahavah. 

Ahavah,  which  means  "love"  in 
Hebrew,  is  also  an  acronym  trom  Ihe 
initials  ot  Irgun  Homosexualim  Ba'erelz 
Hakodesh  (Organization  of  Homosexuals 
in  the  Holy  Land). 

Gay  activists  affiliated  with  Ahavah 
organized  a  speaking  engagement 
before  straight  students  in  Jerusalem 
The  speakers  were  received  very  well 
and  were  invited  to  return.  Apparently, 
the  gays  didn't  expect  such  a  warm 
reception. 

The  mailing  address  ot  Ahavah  is  Box 
16151.  Tel  Avrv,  Israel 

New  Zealand  rejects 
law  reform 

The  New  Zealand  parliament  has 
thrown  out  a  private  member's  bill  which 
sought  lo  legalize  homosexual  acts  in 
pnvate  between  men  over  the  age  of 
twenty 

Opposition  member  VS.  Young,  who 
introduced  the  bill,  said  that  he  didn'l 
think  parliament  would  consider  Ihe 
question  again  for  some  time,  even 
though  the  vote  only  went  against  him  by 
34  votes  to  29 

Twenty-four  members  did  nol  vote. 
Reform  campaigner  Father  Felix  Don- 
nelly ol  Auckland  said:  "Tffhave  dose  to 
a  quarter  of  the  elected  representatives 
ot  the  country  not  voting  on  an  issue 
affecting  so  many  they  represent  is  un- 
forgiveable.  Another  word  tor  il  is  moral 
cowardice" 

Prime  Minister  Rowling  said  the 
Government  had  no  plans  to  bring  in  its 
own  bill. 

from  Gay  News 


Modern  times  in  Poland 

Polish  venereologists,  in  response  lo 
an  opinion  survey,  have  recommended 
prison,  labor  camps,  police  surveillance, 
and  fines  tor  homosexuals. 

Results  of  Ihe  survey  were  presented 
to  the  World  Health  Organization  by 
sociologist  Jan  Kelus  of  the  Institule  ot 
Venereology  in  Warsaw. 

Similar  punishment  was  suggested  lor 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  venereal 
disease. 

from  Gay  News 


PETS 

PLANTS 

tropical  fish,  reptiles,  birds  and  small  mammals 

plants  for  your  home 

pet  supplies  for  cats  and  dogs 

561  BAYVIEW     near  Millwood    4648885 
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Androgyny^ 
Bestsellers 

from  Canada's  largest  gay  booksellers. 

AnOrogyny  is  a  gay  bookstore  lhai  opened  in  downtown  Montreal  two 

years  ago  Now  our  man  order  service  is  e>pandmg  10  provide  gays  with 

books  not  readily  available  in  most  olher  Canadian  elites. 

Here  are  eight  Bestsellers  in  our  Monireal  store  which  you  can  order  using 

Ihe  coupon  below  We'll  also  send  our  complete  new  catalogue  and  lulura 

updates  it  you  check  ine  appropriate  bo> 
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Understanding  Homophobia 


Gay  Oppression  is  ubiquitous   mulli- 
sided  and  often  difficult  to  describe  And 
yet,  il  we  don  I  know  how  and  why  we 
are  oppressed,  there  s  nol  much  point  in 
talking  about  liberation 

Inside  Out  is  a  column  ol  basic  obser- 
vations which  are  essential  to  self- 
understanding  -  and  therefore  self' 
liberation 

The  concept  ol  Homophobia  is  Irem- 
endously  important  m  Gay  liberation 
The  relevanl  question",  says  R   Seiden- 
berg,    is  nol  whal  makes  homosexuals, 
or  whal  lo  do  with  them,  but  rather,  what 
makes  sociely  persecute  Ihem  "' 

What  is  homophobia? 


.-J 


gay  rt 


t  lact,  i 


fear 


issue  lor  gay  people  is  nol  homosei 
uality,  but  homophobia,  society' 
and  persecution  ol  us. 

Homophobia  is  a  pervasive,  "radon 
homosei  ua  Nly  Homophobi 


b  hngs  v. 


heterose'uai  society  lhai  people  like 
themselves  are  sick,  smlul  ana  com- 
mai    2 
Up  until  now  gay  people  have  been 
loo  apologetic  in  trying  to  establish  Ihe 
legitimacy  of  our  sexuality,  legitimacy  on 
other  peoples'  terms   In  (act  homosex- 
uality Is  as  valid  a  lifestyle  as  any  other 
We  see  no  reason  lo  apologize  lor  our- 
selves and  reject  the  condescending 
pathological  approach  implicit  in  Ihe 
usual  questions  asked  about  homosex- 
uality, questions  like 

Whal  are  Ihe  causes  ol  homosex- 
uality' 

How  can  you  tell  il  you  are  a  homo- 
sexual' 

Can  homosexuality  be  cured' 
The  questions  lhat  really  need  to  be 
asked  are : 

Whal  are  Ihe  causes  ol  homophobia' 

How  can  you  tell  il  you  are  a  homo- 

phobe' 

Can  homophobia  be  cured'  i 

What  are  the  causes  of 
homophobia? 

Homosexuality  has  been  praclised  in 
all  societies  throughout  history  and  has 
been  openly  accepted  in  many  cultures 
The  taboo  on  homosexuality  in  Western 
civilization  has  largely  been  the  result  of 
the  wide -spread  acceptance  of  the 
Judaeo-Chnstian  ethic  with  its  general 
repression  of  any  form  ol  sexuality 
unrelated  lo  child  be  a  ring 

Today  the  repression  of  gay  sexuality 
is  enforced  through  the  lite  patterns  and 
institutions  that  make  up  our  society 
family,  educational  system,  church, 
government,  business,  media,  legal, 
medical  and  psychiatric  professions,  all 
effectively  combine  to  enforce  Ihe  heter- 
osexual model  with  its  rigid  role 
structures   Male  supremacy,  sexism,  and 
homophobia  are  society's  reactions  lo 
those  women  and  men  whose  lifestyles 
challenge  its  confining  aggressive  male/ 
passive  female  sex  roles.  Gay  women 
challenge  male  supremacy  in  our 
society   by  choosing  lo  love  and  devote 
most  ol  their  energy  lo  other  women, 
lesbians  are  refusing  to  feed  into  a 
system  where  power  and  prestige  are 
based  on  gender,  and  where  a  woman 
lakes  her  status  from  the  man  she  is 
attached  to  Similary  gay  men,  Ihrough 
their  disdain  lor  the  uiual  requirements 
of  manhood  and  through  their  integ- 
ration ol  allnbules  like  warmth  and  emo- 
tionality lhat  have  traditionally  been  con- 
sidered female  charaetensiics .  belie  ihe 
Se'denberg,  R     The  Accursed  Race     In 
Ruitenbeek,  H    ed  Going  Crazy,  p  270 
Weinberg.  G  Sociely  and  ihe  Healthy 
Homosexual,  ,-  5 

3    Shoemaker  e     The  homoseiua Iw 

new  therapies     in  Myth  or  Madness  a 
special  issue  ot  Long  Time  Coming. 
Jan  /7f>,  p  40 


How  can  you  tell  if  you 
are  a  homophobe? 

Homophobia  like  other  kinds  ol  prejud- 
ice -  racism,  sexism  -  manifests  ilsell  m 
many  ways  Historically  Ihe  routing  out 
and  murder  ol  homosexuals  during  the 
Inquisition  and  m  Nazi  Germany  have 
long  been  among  the  mosl  extreme 
forms  ol  anti-homosexual  oppression 
Today  there  is  a  whole  gamut  ol 
homophobic  reactions  -  outnghi  queer- 
bashing,  psychiatry  s  attempts  to  cure 
the  homosexual,  discriminatory  laws  and 
employment  practices,  inability  on  the 
pari  of  social  service  agencies  to  deal 
wilh  Ihe  homosexual,  the  media  s 
demeaning  and  stereotypical  images  ol 
Ihe  homosexual,  pseudo-liberalism's  It- 
erance ol  the  homosexual  so  long  as  she 
or  he  remains  invisible  -  all  reactions 
from  a  combination  ol  ignorance  and 
lear 

In  the  lace  ol  these  pervasive  homo- 
phobic pressures,  a  gay  person  ex- 
periences a  split  between  his  or  her 
natural  sexual  preference  and  what  is 
socially  acceptable.  And  all  too  often, 
homosexuals  themselves,  conditioned  lo 
Ihink  ot  themselves  as  interior,  have 
internalized  this  homophobia  lo  Ihe  poini 
where  even  sell-acceptance  is  difficult 
They  accept  the  stigma  attached  by 
olhers  lo  them  without  realizing  they  are 
oppressed  and  often  see  society  as 
luslilied  in  keeping  Ihem  down   This  is 
borne  oui  by  the  great  number  ol  gays 
who  carelully  conceal  their  identity  and 
by  many  others  who  actively  seek 
psychiatric  help  to  be  cured'  ol  Iheir 
homosexuality   In  lurn  psychiatrists 
largely  reinforce  Ihis  self -oppression  by 
treating  each  homosexual  as  a  neurotic 
rather  lhan  as  a  victim  ol  an  impossible 
social  slruclure 

Can  homophobia  be 
cured? 


studied,  homophobia  is,  because  il  vie 
timizes,  Iwisls  and  elision's  ihe  mental 
heailn  ot  nomosetuais  and  heteroses 

As  gays  we  are  naturally  concerned 
with  combatting  homophobia  boih 
amongst  ourselves  and  in  Ihe  world  al 
large   Wilhin  our  own  community  many 
gays  are  working  with  each  olher  lo 
overcome  our  own  homophobic  history 
by  lostering  a  positive  sell-image  and  by 
living  openly  as  gays 

Beyond  ourselves  we  are  also  trying  tc 
educate  and  encourage  people  in  the 
community  al  large  to  recognize  their 
own  homophobia  and  lo  lake  some  res- 
ponsibility lor  combatting  ihe  anti-gay 
bias  thai  runs  ihrough  our  cullure  and 
institutions  In  particular  social  workers, 
psychologists  and  doclors,  lawyers,  tea- 
chers, and  the  clergy  must  examine  their 
own  conceptions  ol  homosexuality  in 
order  lo  be  effective  in  dealing  with  the- 
gay  people  they  are  all  m  a  position  lo 
come  into  conlacl  wilh  Sell-education  on 
Ine  part  ol  these  individuals  through 
reading  and  discussion  with  gays,  as 
well  as  improved  co-operalion  between 
their  services  and  gay  organizations  in 
matters  ol  counselling  and  referral,  are 
essenlial  to  combatting  homophobia  in 
these  services  A  healthy  community 
requires  an  end  to  Ihe  conspiracy  ol 
silence  about  homosexuality  ihrough 
open  discussion  and  confrontation  ot 
homophobia  wherever  it  appears  by  gays 
and  straights  alike 

As  gays,  our  goal  cannot  be  tolerance 
from  straight  sociely,  tolerance  as  inter- 
iors  It  is  a  question,  not  of  Ihe 
homosexual  adjusting  to  society's  hos- 
tility, bul  ol  society  learning  lo  accept  the 
homosexual  as  an  equal 


Reprinted  from    Understanding  Homo 
phobia     a  booklet  prepared  by  Projeci 
Community  Out'each   a  piojecl  Ol  Gays  ol 
Ottawa   Summer  197S  Furlhi 
Gays  of  Ottawa,  P.O.  Box  2919,  Stn   0, 
Ottawa  Canada,  lor  25c 
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Risking  their  lives. 


A  bit  melodramatic?  Maybe. 
Neither  John  Damien  nor  Doug 
Wilson  are  presently  in  thai  kind 
of  danger.  They  are  risking  their 
lives  as  working  people.  If  John 
Damien  loses  his  case,  he  will 
very  likely  never  work  again  in 
the  field  he  excelled  in  for  20 
years.  If  Doug  Wilson  is  not 
rehired  by  the  University  of 
Saskatchewan,  the  position  of 
every  gay  teacher  in  Canada 
becomes  that  much  more  pre- 
carious. 

If  they  win,  it  is  not  simply  a 
victory  for  them.  You  -  all  of  us  - 
are  suddenly  closer  to  the  day 
when  we  will  not  have  to  hide 
what  we  are  when  we  leave  the 
house  and  go  to  work. 

John  and  Doug  have  taken  the 
most  courageous  step  open  to 
gay  people.  And  we  all  profit.  But 
only  if  they  win.  You  can  help 
that  happen.  We  need  money,  of 
course,  and  we  ask  you  for  that 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  But  we 


also  need  your  voices.  The  On- 
tario Human  Rights  Commission 
is  presently  considering  a  brief 
which  could  result  in  gay  people 
being  protected  from  discrimin- 
ation in  this  province.  Let  them 
know  what  you  think.  Dr.  Begg  is 
the  president  of  the  University  of 
Saskatchewan  and  the  man  who 
refuses  to  rehire  Doug  Wilson. 
People  like  him  are  afraid  of 
adverse  public  reaction.  Give  him 
some  of  it. 

Write  two  letters.  If  you  can't 
squeeze  a  minute  out  of  your  day 
for  that,  clip  the  letters  printed 
below,  sign  and  send  them.  It's 
best,  however,  if  you  can  write 
your  own  -  they  don't  have  lo  be 
long.  Use  ours  as  a  guide. 

We're  asking  you  for  10 
minutes  of  your  time  and  16c  in 
stamps.  Think  of  it  as  one  of  your 
cheaper  life  insurance  premiums. 
Because  if  Damien  and  Wilson 
lose,  it's  going  to  cost  you  a  lot 
more. 


Dr.  H.W.  Begg 

President 

University  of  Saskatchewan 

Saskatoon 

Saskatchewan 


Dear  Dr.  Begg, 

I  am  writing  to  protest  your  actions  in 
refusing  Douglas  Wilson  his  post  as 
supervisor  of  practice  teachers. 

The  fact  of  his  homosexuality  is  as  ir- 
relevant to  his  performance  on  the  job 
as  the  sexual  orientation  of  a  hetero- 
sexual man  or  woman. 

I  am  appalled  that  you  have  taken  such 
an  oppressive  step.  1  add  my  voice  to 
the  many  already  demanding  his  rights. 
To  continue  to  refuse  him  his  position 
would  be  to  establish  the  University  of 
Saskatchewan  as  a  centre  of  bigotry. 


Sincerely 


Mr .  Thomas  Symons 

Chairman 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 

400  University  Ave. 

Toronto,  Ont. 

M7A  1T7 


Dear  Mr.  Symons, 

I  understand  that  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  is  presently  consider- 
ing broadening  the  definition  of  the 
term  "sex"  to  include  the  concept  of 
"sexual  orientation",  and  that  such  an 
amendment  would  make  it  illegal  to  dis- 
criminate against  homosexual  men  and 
women  in  Ontario. 

Certainly  the  John  Damien  case  indicates 
the  precarious  position  of  gay  people 
in  Ontario.   I  am  writing  therefore  to 
encourage  you  to  implement  the  recom- 
mendations in  the  brief  presented  by 
Mr .  Kopy to . 


Sincerely 


fE  HIRES 


Blessed  are  the  Deviates 

A  post-therapy  check-up  on  my  ex-psychiatrist* 


by  Michael  Riordon 

He  turned  up  at  a  gay  dance.  II  il  wai 
him, 

II  was  the  same  lace,  weak  and  inert, 
a  bit  mote  collapsed  flrcm  the  inside;  the 
oulside  is  preserved  with  something),  the 
same  all-year  expensive  Ian.  Could  I 
mistake  him?  Cruel  mouth.  Teeth.  A 
mask  hanging  over  a  black  desk.  My  ex- 
psychialnst  He  treated  me  to  aversion 
therapy,  electric  shocks  three  times  a 
week,  an  all-out  assault  tor  a  year,  to 
straighten  me  out.  to  kill  the  homosexual. 
My  stomach  clenched  I  could  noi  mis- 
take him,  he  was  loo  much  pan  of  my 
memory  But  here,  at  a  gay  dance  (Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  I  was  taking 
tickets  at  the  door),  ai  a  gay  liberation 
dance??  He  gave  no  sign  ol  recognition, 
entering  with  lour  other  men.  I  was 
dreaming 

"Excuse  me.  do  you  remember  me?"  I 
shouted  over  the  music 

"Yes,  Michael,  I  do."  I  wasn't  dream- 
ing. That  plush  voice,  like  rotting  Injil. 
Still  I  though!  il  was  a  trick,  an  illusion,  a 
double  That  warrior,  that  saviour  ol 
homosexuals  wouldn't  come  to  a  gay 
dance  unarmed,  without  his  electric 
shocks.  I  was  trembling,  I  think.  Why 
was  he  here??  I  wanted  to  tell  everyone, 
thai  man,  the  one  I  lold  you  about,  the 
electric  shock  one,  he's  here,  among  us, 
the  enemy  is  behind  our  lines ■  He  was 
drunk.  The  other  lour  men  were  dancing 
togelher  He  sat  beside  me,  stanng  at 
the  crowd,  bteery,  sagging.  Ofl-guard, 
opened  a  little  by  alcohol,  momenlanly 
unable  to  do  his  psychialnst  act  Open  to 
attack   A  glorious  momenl  lor  an  ex- 
patient,  an  ex- victim,  the  wildest  lantasy 
come  true,  the  shoe  on  the  other  loot, 
the  worm  turned,  this  sloppy  wreck  my 
executioner,  triumph  -  but  I  lelt  like  cry- 

"Are  you  here  on  business  or 
pleasure?" 

"Pleasure."  Slumng.  An  awful  smile. 

"Do  you  slill  practise  aversion 
therapy?" 

"Yes." 

I  lelt  burning,  "You  can't.  Did  you  read 
'Capital  Punishment'?" 

"Yes.  It  was  beautifully  written,  very 
well- written " 

"But  you  haven't  stopped  -" 

"It's  good  money."  Leering. 

"I  don't  believe  you!" 

"No,  no.  I'm  not  doing  it  anymore." 
Edgy  laughter.  I  couldn't  read  him  at  all,  I 
never  could.  You  aren't  supposed  to.  ot 
course.  Even  more  foppish  and  omam- 
enled  lhan  I  remembered  him.  Was  he 
mocking  me?  Was  the  eene  tinge  ot 
despair  leigned,  or  my  invention?  The 
music  so  loud,  people  wanting  tickets, 
his  four  Inends  watching  me  One  came 
over  with  a  beer  (or  him   "Here's  your 
beer,  darling. "  The  Inend  gave  an  un- 
pleasant sidelong  glance,  and  left.  I 
couldn't  make  sense. 

Michael,  what  are  you  doing  here  with 
these  PEOPLE?  He  groaned,  gestured 
a!  the  dancing  crowd  The  place  was  full, 
steamy  hot,  clothes  were  coming  off. 

"They're  my  people.  A  bit  pretentious 
perhaps,  but  I  felt  giddy,  strong.  "They're 
handsome,  aren'l  they?" 

"They're  TRASH  "  He  almost  spal. 
Then  he  grinned  "They're  perverts, 
PERVERTS!   Carefully  managed,  the 
word,  noi  an  easy  one     Why  have  you 
compromised.  Michael,  why  are  you 
Slumming?" 

What  do  you  mean  by  comprom- 
ised '?"  He  shrugged  Of  course.  I  was 
an  aversion  therapy  failure.  "Would  you 
like  me  to  introduce  you  lo  anyone,  do 
you  see  anyone  you  like?  Look  at  him 


'See  "Capital  Punishment  -  notes  ol  a 
willing  victim  -  The  Body  Politic  #17 
Jan/ Feb  1975 
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he  s  lovely,  isn'l  he?"  A  beauty,  curly 
hair,  muscles,  tank  top,  tiny  shorts, 
drowzy  half-smile. 

Again:  "They're  TRASH  " 

"Are  you  afraid  of  them?"  Why  didn't  I 
ask  what  1  wanted  to  ask?  My  stifling 
good  manners. 

"Oh  yes,  terribly."  Mocking.  Not  mock- 
ing. It  only  he  were  sober,  or  less  drunk. 
As  much  as  it  reveals,  it  disguises.  He 
leaned  his  head  on  my  shoulder,  as  rf  he 
were  falling  asleep.  I  couldn't  sell  tickets 
like  that,  he  would  have  to  go. 

"By  the  way.  how's  your  wife?"  He 
was  marned  while  I  was  in  therapy  H- 
answered  something  I  couldn't  hear  rv 
wouldn't  repeal  il. 

"It's  been  lovely!"  he  shouted  in  my 
ear.  and  moved  away  to  join  his  Inends. 
He  lurned  on  me  a  strange  look,  bleak, 
hopeless,  I  thought.  And  he  shrugged,  to 
say  -  what?? 

Other  people  knew  he  was  here  by 
then.  I  coutdnt  help  telling   For  Ihe  lirst 
time  in  my  life  perhaps,  I  lelt  a  sense  of 
community.  I  lelt  I  had  allies,  and  be- 
cause ot  it  I  lelt  dangerously  strong,  and 
potentially  cruel  The  others  were  angrier 
than  I  was  (other  people  always  were, 
about  my  aversion  therapy.  I  must  have 
believed  I  deserved  to  be  punished.) 
The  bastard  -  how  dare  he  come  here? 
-  let  s  hitch  electrodes  to  his  ass  -  he 
should  be  shot  -  you  (eel  sorty  (or  that 
creep??"  Yes.  I  don't  know  The  thing  is 
so  dark.  I  know  the  power  and  hun  ol 
self-hate  Hes  trying  to  kill  in  others  what 


he  most  lears  in  himself  -  no.  that's  loo 
much  like  a  text-book  to  be  possible! 

Soon  he  lelt,  with  the  friend  who  called 
him  darling'.  I  wish  I'd  thought  of  asking 
him  to  dance,  my  ex- psychiatrist. 

The  next  few  days  I  wavered  between  a 
fnghlening  desire  (or  revenge  -  or  did  I 
already  have  that,  was  he  in  the  midst  ol 
a  break-down  that  I'd  already  survived?  - 
and  a  saintly  mist  of  forgiveness.  He  is 
only  a  victim  himself,  I  thought.  (But 
Camus'  idea:  I  must  be  neither  victim  nor 


Soon  he  left  with  the 
friend  who  called  him 
'darling'.  I  wish  I'd 
thought  of  asking  him 
to  dance,  my  ex-psychi- 
atrist. 


executioner )  This  man  is  both.  As  a 
victim  he  must  be  pitied,  but  as  an  exe- 
cutioner he  musl  be  stopped  He  can'l 
abandon  psychiatry,  he's  loo  greedy,  and 
he  probably  doesn't  know  how  to  do 
anything  else,  certainly  noi  anything  that 
pays  S30-J0  an  hour.  He  hasn'i  ihe 
Character  to  be  a  good  human  therapist. 
an  art)  st  instead  of  a  pseudo-scientist  - 
or  could  it  be  there,  locked '  Anyway, 
how  do  I  know  he's  a  victim  at  all. 
maybe  he  s  only  an  executioner.  Bui  his 
victims. . 


At  the  dance,  I  told  him  I  must  write  a 
follow-up  story  (or  The  Body  Politic, 
after  "Capital  Punishment"  He  said: 
"Michael,  give  me  a  break!"  -  a  comus- 
sion  o(  sarcasm  and  whining,  Friends 
cautioned  me  he  might  sue,  don  t  use  his 
name.  Why  -  because  I  wrote  his  face  is 
still  weak  and  inert?  I've  already  used  his 
name,  in  a  (ootnote  lo  the  first  story.  A 
public  confrontation  might  be  interesting. 
Would  he  risk  it?  His  career  depends  on 
a  facade  of  solid  respectability  -  mine 
doesn't,  I'm  a  deviate  -  his  patients  have 
lo  think  they  can  trust  him  How  strange 
-  the  psychiatrts  I -priest  always  assures 
his  anxious  patient  thai  he  won't  reveal 
any  shameful  secrets,  but  what  is  he  to 
Ihink,  or  do,  when  the  axis  lips,  and  a 
patient,  or  an  ex-patient  laiks''  What 
happens  lo  Ihe  world  when  the  sheep 
become  more  bold  lhan  the  shepherd? 

I  letephoned,  four  days  in  a  row  Each 
time,  I  shivered  ■  he  Inghtens  me  slill. 
On  the  fourth  he  returned  my  call 

"Hello.  Michael  How  are  you?"  Per- 
fect calm,  oiled  voice.  Nothing  had  hap- 
pened. The  dance  -  a  fantasy  He  was 
back  in  his  fortress.  I  knocked  at  the 
gates. 

"Why  were  you  ai  Ihe  dance?" 
Why  nop"  A  silvery,  casual  laugh. 

"Were  your  friends  gay?" 

'Two  ot  them  "  The  other  two  were 
dancing  together  lor  exercise 

"Are  you?   Finally 

"What  does  that  matter?"  Echoes  Irom 
Ihe  empty  courtyard  within,  No  admit- 
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lance  But  he  agreed  to  see  me  three 
weeks  hence,  ai  his  office,  ol  course. 

He  told  me  once  thai  I  had  come  to 
detend  myself  by  charm.  Cry  fooling 
people,  and  thai  I  (wed  in  perpetual  terra' 
of  be<ng  seen  through,  and  found  empty 
He  was  talking  10  a  mirror  Physician. 
heal  thyself.  - 

If  this  is  some  kind  ot  witch-hunt." 
won't  answer  any  questions. 

It  isn't   I  want  to  know  what  you  think 
and  teel  about  homosexuality,  as  a  per- 
son and  as  a  therapist.    I'd  prepared 
thai,  lo  be  as  concise  and  unequivocal 
as  1  could   He  must  not  tool  me  again 

His  office  was  more  opulent  than  1 
remembered  it,  heavy  drooping  black 
curtains,  brass  pots,  one  manila 
file-folder  lying  conspicuously  on  the 
desk,  closed.  He  was  a  picture  tram 
Gentleman's  Quarterly,  creamy  three- 
piece  suit  -  he  removed  the  jackel  for 
our  chat'.  He  sal  and  crossed  his  legs  In 
one  smoothly  choreographed  glide 

"Am  I  being  taped?"  he  asked. 

"I  was  going  to  ask  the  same  ques- 
tion!" We  both  laughed,  but  the  ice  be- 
tween was  loo  Ihick  to  crack. 

"I  want  you  lo  understand  that  I  will 
not  answer  any  question  about  my 
personal  hie  -  who  I  go  lo  bed  with  has 
nothing  to  do  with  my  functioning  as  a 
therapist."  A  rrioat.  a  castle  wall,  and  a 
suit  ol  mail.  I  couldn't  hold  his  eyes,  they 
tlitted  like  grey  moths  What  were  mine 
doing?  Therapists  watch  your  hands  for 
signs  ot  anxiety;  I  kept  mine  quite  still, 
bul  not  clenched. 


"I  want  you  to  under- 
stand that  I  will  not  an- 
swer any  questions 
about  my  personal  life  - 
who  I  go  to  bed  with  has 
nothing  to  do  with  my 
functioning  as  a  thera- 
pist." 


He  no  longer  practises  aversion 
therapy,  he  said;  I  had  demanded  It. 
threatening  lo  destroy  myself  if  I  weren't 
cured  of  homosexuality  After  me, 
despite  an  apparent  extinction  of  my 
homosexual  impulses  (along  with  almost 
every  other  impulse,  therapy  isn't  subtle), 
he  lost  faith  in  its  efficacy.  "No  reputable 
behaviour  therapist  uses  it  anymore." 
Was  he  lying,  or  ignorant'  Either  was 
dangerous.  "If  a  homosexual  comes  to 
me  now,  I  try  to  get  him  lo  accept  his 
homosexuality;  if  he  insists  on  aversion 
therapy.  I  won't  treat  him,  I  send  him  to 
the  Clarke  (Institute  of  Psychiatry,  in 
Toronto)."  I  wondered  idly  whether  his 
electric  bill  had  risen  too  much;  this  was 
no  miraculous  conversion. 

"They  still  do  it?  I  thought  you  said  no 
reputable-" 

The  Clarke  isn't  a  behaviour  therapy 
clinic."  Like  saying  the  electric  chair 
doesn't  run  off  batteries. 

'The  person  who  described  people  at 
the  GATE  dance  as  'perverts'  and  trash' 
doesn't  seem  to  me  very  well  suited  lo 
help  homosexuals  accept  themselves  " 

"I  was  overdrawn,  we'd  been  out  dnnk- 
ng." 

"Your  friends  weren't  drunk,  only  you. 
Are  you  a  drunk,  or  was  this  a  special 
night?  '  I  knew  I  had  him  at  every  point 
of  logic,  but  logic  wasn't  about  this  man. 

"'  was  upset,  political  groups  irritate 
me  -  ga/liberation  and  women's 
liberation  only  increase  society's  resis- 
tance. To  me  they  re  just  angry  people 
over-reacting  One  of  my  patients  who 
was  al  the  dance  overheard  people 
talking  about  me.  {His  presence  had 
caused  quite  a  stir,  like  a  shark  in  a 
school  of  fish.)  He  said  to  me  afterwards 
I  was  ashamed  to  be  a  homosexuaJI  If 
Ihey  claim  to  be  supportive  of  gay 
people,  and  they  thought  you  were  one. 
why  were  they  being  so  nasty?'  Do  you 
see  what  I  mean?"  Ashamed  to  be  a 
homosexual  -  what  would  happen  to  that 
man  in  this  one's  hands? 

They  weren't  attacking  you  -  we 
weren't  attacking  you  as  a  homosexual, 
you  still  haven't  admitted  lo  being  one, 
we  were  attacking  you  as  a  therapist 
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who  mangles  the  lives  of  other  people' 

"But  d>d  I  ever  hurt  you-1   His  voice 
pained  at  the  thought  He  went  behind 
the  desk,  opened  the  file  Memones, 
photographs,  electnc  shocks,  suffocating, 
drowning     You  insisted  on  aversion 
therapy     He  pointed  lo  his  notes  by  way 
ot  evidence   I  suppose  I  did  8ut  do  you 
drawn  someone  if  he  asks  you  to' 

'When  I  came  to  you  I  was  drowning, 
pleading  lo  be  saved  The  only  thing  I 
knew  to  ask  for  was  aversion  therapy 
Instead  of  saving  me,  you  held  me  under 
until  I  wasn't  moving  anymore.  It's  taken 
me  Tour  years  just  to  begin  to  -  (lo 
whal?  How  do  you  descnbe  flying  to 
someone  who  hates  the  sky?)  How 
many  others  have  you  done  that  to?"  It 
came  in  a  molten  rush,  I  caught  myself, 
afraid  of  anger.  "You  can'!  do  me  any 
harm  now.  and  I  don't  care  whal  you  do 
to  yourself,  but  I  do  care  what  you  do  to 
other  people  like  me." 

Are  you  happy,  Michael?" 

"Happy?  What  kind  of  a  question  is 
that?" 

"From  reading  'Capital  Punishment'.  I 
got  the  impression  you  were  very  bitter, 
not  happy  at  all."  The  psychiatnst's 
indictment,  his  secret  weapon,  you  aren't 
happy,  you  need  me 

"I'm  angry  sometimes,  that  was  an 
angry  person  you  were  reading, 
someone  who'd  been  cheated  and 
brutalized  What  do  you  expecl?  I'm 
happy  -  sometimes." 

"I  think  you  still  have  the  same  prob- 
lem." 

"What  would  that  be?"  Don't  play  his 
game,  you  fool! 

The  inability  to  get  close  to  people  * 
to  anyone  " 

"Of  course  I  still  have  it,  it  took  25 
years  to  build  it  This  is  the  first  yea/  in 
my  life  I've  been  able  to  recognize  the 
separate  existence  of  other  people,  to 
distinguish  their  orbits  independent  of 
mine.  But  what  help  did  I  get  from  you? 
Do  you  honor  the  autonomy  of  anyone 
else?'  Can  the  blind  lead  the  blind?  He 
was  trying  to  lure  me  back  into  an 
abandoned  role,  or  an  escaped  one.  My 
therapy'  was  incidental  lo  this,  gloomy 
history,  part  ol  the  wasteland  -  he  is  the 
defendant  now.  I  wondered  if  I  were 
candid,  would  he  be?  Nol  as  long  as  he 
was  locked  in  his  fortress.  1  sought  open- 
ings, darling  here  and  there,  pressing, 
pressing.  Who  he  goes  to  bed  with  has 
everything  to  do  with  his  functioning  as 
a  therapist  Grain  and  head  are  in  the 
same  person,  separated  only  by  a  nerve. 
Bul  where  in  this  man  is  the  nerve?? 

"If  you're  so  interested  in  how  I  treat 
my  patients,  you  should  be  asking  me 
how  I  relate  to  the  world  around  me." 

"Yes!  First  question  on  how  you  relate 
to  the  world:  are  you  attracted  to 
men?" 

Silence.  The  grey  moths  fluttered 
here  and  there.  He  folded  his  hands 
together. 

"Some."  Soft  and  slow. 

"If  I  ask  the  same  question  about 
women,  I'll  gel  the  same  answer?" 

"Yes.  I  told  you,  where  I  put  my  cock 
has  nothing  to  do  with  therapy." 

"What  has  to  do  with  therapy?  Do  you 
have  so  many  water-tight  compartments? 
What's  the  object  of  therapy  with  you?'' 
He  is  supppsed  to  say:  the  patient's  goal 
is  my  goal. 

'To  help  my  patients  adjust  to  the 
prevailing  values  of  their  society.  They 
are  happier  that  way.  much  less 
threatened.  I  don't  want  them  to  suffer  as 
outsiders  "  Outsiders,  deviates,  perverts. 
Nol  average,  that  is. 

"Your  society's  prevailing  values  in- 
clude the  destruction  of  gay  people  by 
any  means  possible,  legal,  physical, 
psychiatnc.  family,  church,  school,  police, 
just  get  rid  of  them,  keep  them  out  of 
sight,  keep  them  quiet  -  that's  what  you 
want  us  to  adjust  to!!"  I  railed.  "Haven't 
you  any  values  of  your  own?  Haven't 
your  patients  any  values  worth  respect- 
ing, or  even  -  unholy  thought  -  protect- 
ing?" 

He  smiled.  "Michael,  you're  out  of 
date.  The  new  generation  of  psychiatrists 
has  changed  all  that  *  the  American 
Psychiatnc  Association  no  longer  consid- 
ers homosexuality  a  mental  illness!"  He 
almost  trumpeted,  declaring  a  new  era. 
Now  the  A  PA  calls  it  a  "sexual  orien- 


tation disturbance"  -  some  revolution 

Are  you  the  new  generation  ot 
psychiam5l?  You  called  us  perverts  and 
trash'  " 
"I  was  upset,  I  told  you 
"We're  not  getting  anywhere,  are  we 
(That  had  happened  once  before  be- 
tween us  )  Since  you  won  t  answer  my 
questions.  I  have  to  tell  you  how  you 
appear  to  me    He  looked  fatuous  - 1 
hoped  il  meant  he  was  afraid.  "I  think 
you're  so  threatened  by  doubts  about 
yourself  that  you  aren't  equipped  to 
counsel  anyone,  least  ot  all  homosex- 
uals Either  you  adjust  to  the  values  ot 
society  or.you  fight  them,  there's  nothing 


What  is  he  to  think,  or 
do,  when  the  axis  tips, 
and  a  patient,  or  an 
ex-patient  talks?  What 
happens  to  the  world 
when  the  sheep  be- 
come more  bold  than 
the  shepherd? 


in  between.  I  think  you  live  off  other 
people  in  the  worst  way,  without  giving 
them  anything  in  return.  You  suck  their 
blood.  You're  a  parasite."  So  much  for 
polite  conversation 

My  ex-psychiatrist  smiled.  There  was 
more,  but  I  don't  remember  what  else 
was  said.  I  was  drained,  I'd  worked  too 
hard  dancing  with  this  ghost.  Under  the 
glossy  surface,  the  mannensms,  the 
creamy  suit,  the  training,  the  layers  and 
layers  of  "prevailing  values",  I  couldn't 
find  anything.  People  cry  out  to  this 
man  and  others  like  him  -  to  help 
them  let  go,  lo  grow,  or  to  express  their 
natures  against  huge  odds,  and  he  can't 
even  help  himself  My  wish  to  see  him 
collapse,  or  be  suddenly  thrilled  by  a 
vision  of  freedom,  has  faded,  I'm  not  a 
real  revolutionary  or  an  evangelist.  I 
suppose  a  guerilla  fighter  might  have 
killed  him  and  settled  the  matter  on  the 
spot  But  how  do  you  kill  a  ghost?  I  just 
wanted  to  be  away  from  there  Ghosts,  I 
think,  chill  the  space  around  them,  with 
murderous  effect. 

Out  on  the  street  -  sudden  noise,  cars, 
diesel  fumes,  people  walking,  trees  in 
the  park,  pink  clouds,  dusk.  The  world 
hadn't  frozen.  Which  way  to  walk? 

How  do  you  become  a  ghost?  Was  he 
always  one,  a  tiny  wraith  in  a  tomb- 
cradle?  Oid  he  sell  his  substance  later, 
or  just  give  it  away?  Whatever  happened 
to  him,  now  he  wanders  lost  in  the  awe- 
some power,  the  righteousness,  the 
tyrannical  smugness  ot  Ihe  fabulous, 
legendary  MAJORITY 

It  has  legions  and  generations  of 
victims.  It  masquerades  as  many  things, 
most  cunningly  as  love   It  sings  to  you  to 
celebrate  your  birth,  sweet  songs  that 
never  leave  you.  "We  understand,  but 
others  won't.  We  love  you,  we  don't  want 
to  see  you  hurt."  (We  don't  want  to  see 
you  hurt.  Go  away  il  you  must  get  hurt.) 
"Look,  let's  be  sensible  about  this,  we 
may  not  agree  with  the  way  things  are  in 
every  detail,  but  let's  face  il,  if  you  want 
to  eat.  you  better  fit  in."  "And  God 
said..."  "I  don't  make  the  rules."  "We 
have  certain  standards  here,  they're  for 
everyones  benefit."  "Why  rock  the  boat? 
I  mean,  you  have  to  live  with  these 
people,  don't  you.  I  mean,  they're  not 
going  to  go  away,  they're  the  majority 
Right?" 

It  acts  through  its  emissaries,  neigh- 
bours, moms  and  teachers,  priests, 
psychiatrists,  dads,  policemen,  buddies, 
personnel  directors,  kids  -  anyone  who 
wants  the  job  With  a  kind  word,  a  look, 
a  push,  an  occasional  execution  il 
imposes  its  blank,  lifeless  rule     Ask  not 
whal  your  country  can  do  lor  you.  ask 
what  you  can  do  for  your  country."  By 
the  way.  why  aren'l  you  wearing  levis9 

My  ex -psychiatrist  said:  "I  encourage 
homosexuals  to  accepl  their  homosex- 
uality" -  a  hopeless  contradiction,  be- 
cause it  isn't  one  of  the  prevailing 
values.  II  irritates  him  when  two  women, 
or  two  men  hold  hands  on  the  street. 
kissing  at  the  bus  station  isn't  love,  it's 


■Idish  defiance1  He  isnt  lying  eiactly, 
s  speaking-m- tongues,  saying  whal 
comes  lo  him  from  psychiatnc  dnfl, 
mlonmg  the  maxinty  funeral  chant  Con- 
form or  deviate  Conform  or  deviate 
Conform  or  deviate.  You  must  choose,  in 
every  word  you  speak,  every  time  you 
smile,  dress,  walk,  touch,  look,  every 
momenl  you  re  awake  And  mind  your 
dreams' 

He  said  Adjust  lo  the  prevailing  values 
ot  society,  and  people  will  be  happier. 
less  threatened,  they  won't  suffer  as  out- 
siders The  emissary's  song  is  so  beguil- 
ing; 
Happiness  is  security. 
Security  is  the  absence  ol  pain  and 
suffering. 

To  avoid  suffenng,  you  muss  play  the 
game,  join  the  team,  adjust  You  have 
your  models,  heroines  and  heroes.  Made 
m  Hollywood,  Moscow.  Washington, 
(Ottawa?),  Peking  and  Rome. 
There's  nothing  to  it. 
Now  do  it. 
No 
No. 
NO! 

The  prevailing  values  are  full  of  shit, 
and  death,  and  hate.  Ai  least  that's  what 
I  read,  hear,  see  and  smell.  If  it  isn't 
coming  through  to  where  you  live,  maybe 
you  should  move.  The  smell  of  rot  Is 
pretty  rich. 

Playing  that  game,  adjusting,  is  a 
commitment  to  shit,  and  death,  and  hate. 
To  answer  their  commands  -  commands 
without  sense  or  love  -  to  disguise  my- 
self in  their  shrouds  for  their  rewards  -  a 
diploma,  a  Pontiac,  a  gold  walch  at  65 
and  a  scrapbook  ol  cheap  illusions  -  is  to 
dissolve  without  a  trace  into  their  slug- 
gish, murky  tide, 

Their  rewards  have  too  many  stnngs 
with  nooses  attached;  the  more  Ihey  let 
you  have,  the  deeper  your  investment, 
the  more  they  can  take  away  •  and  they 
will,  at  the  first  sign  ol  deviation,  Why 
give  them  Ihe  satisfaction,  or  the  power? 


I  cannot  believe  in  them 
and  in  me,  they  won't 
allow  it.  So  I  choose  me. 
Their  direction  of  my 
life  is  a  failure.  Now  it's 
my  turn,  and  they'll 
never    have    it    back. 


I  cannot  believe  both  in  them  and  in 
me,  they  won't  allow  il.  So  I  choose  me. 
Their  direction  of  life  is  a  failure  Now  it's 
my  turn,  and  they'll  never  have  it  back. 

I  choose  to  deviate. 

For  what  rewards?  What  about  secur- 
ity? Am  I  strong  enough?  I  don't  know.  I 
know  this:  security  is  an  illusion,  a 
sneaky  trick,  an  aspirin  always  just-out- 
of-reach.  For  anything  alive,  the  absence 
ol  change  guarantees  only  death;  that  is 
certain.  By  running  a  lifetime  away  from 
pain,  I  commit  suicide  imperceptibly,  I 
freeze  to  death.  (They  say  it's  a  painless 
way  to  die.) 

I  know  this  (by  no  blinding  revelation, 
but  by  finding  it  no  longer  possible  to 
deny):  my  life  is  made  on  perpetual 
molbn;  my  cells  will  be  dead  tomorrow, 
and  new  ones  will  live  then  -  probably.  I 
am  certain  of  nothing,  nol  that  the  sun 
will  rise,  nol  (hat  I  will  love  or  be  loved, 
nothing.  (I  can  only  hope.) 

(All  this  has  been  said  before,  innum- 
erable times,  by  stronger  voices,  bul  only 
now  for  the  first  time  am  I  hearing  it  from 
inside,  in  my  own  voice,  and  I  can't  keep 
Still!) 

I  am  a  deviate  As  an  outsider  I  suffer. 
and  will  always  suffer,  the  indecent 
pressing  of  the  gross  headless  majority 
Having  rejected  its  models  as  impossible 
to  emulate  in  real  life,  and  having  lound 
or  invented  none  ol  my  own,  I  have 
nothing  to  hold  onto,  nothing,  in  fact,  to 
lose.  I  am  nowhere,  balancing,  ai  best, 
on  grains  of  quick-sand 

I  can  imagine  nothing  in  this  universe 
more  dangerous,  or  more  beautiful- 

I  am  blessed.  ■ 

August  2,  1975. 
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Nudity  and  Sexism 


In  North  America  the  llbldlnal  body 
politic  Is  the  creature  of  the  corpor* 

young,  whits  heterosexual  world  of 
healthy  affluence.  II  Is  an  unhealthy 
distortion  ol  the  political  lite  of  the 
community  since  It  fells  lo  cope  with 
the  poor,  the  sick,  the  aged,  the  ugly, 
and  the  black  (and  the  queer).  Every- 
thing which  falls  to  conform  to  Its 
Image  of  suburb-Inanity  has  to  be 
segregated  and  pushed  Into  the 
g  he  (toes  of  race,  poverty,  crime,  end 
Insanity  (and  sexuality). 
John  O'Neill 

i  Skin  Trade 


by  Ed  Jackson 

"All  thai  heavy  theoretical  shit  Is 
boring.  Why  don't  you  have  more 
pictures  of  boys  In  The  Body  Politic? 
i  bet  a  lot  more  people  would  buy  the 
paper  then." 

The  speaker's  challenge,  delivered 
as  he  returned  a  rifled  but  unbought 
copy  of  the  latest  issue  to  me,  was 
greeted  by  a  burst  of  laughter  from 
his  companions  at  the  table.  It  was  a 
reaction  we  often  encountered  In  the 
earlier  days  when  we  made  regular 
forays  Into  the  bars  lo  sell  The  Body 
Politic. 

"Seriously,  though,''  he  persisted, 
"it's  what  people  like.  Something  the 
matter  with  that?  You  gay  lib  types 
are  such  prudes.  Do  we  have  to  give 
up  sex  to  dig  gay  liberation?  " 

The  smoky,  noisy  conviviality  of  a 
bar  was  the  last  place  to  deal 
adequately  with  his  questions.  Nor 
could  they  have  been  answered  easily 
In  any  situation.  I've  encountered  this 
reaction  frequently  enough  over  the 
past  few  years  to  know  that  this 
so-called  "prudishness"  Is  seen  by. 
many  gays  as  being  the  paper's  (and 
the  movement's)  stand'  on  nudity  and 
sex.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  Incident, 
because  it  seems  to  me  to  crystallize 
some  of  the  problems  which  a  gay 
liberation  paper  faces  when  deciding 
on  the  kind  of  illustration  and  graphic 
appropriate  to  our  message. 

Throughout  Ihe  tour-year  history  of 
The  Body  Politic,  the  editorial  collective 
has  endlessly  discussed  the  complex  of 
issues  which  revolve  around  Ihe  sexual 
political  and  the  artistic  use  of  nudity  - 
sexism,  Ihe  objectification  ol  the  person, 
Ihe  commercial  exploitation  ol  the  llesh 
■o  pervasive  in  a  capnalisi  society  We 
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may  have  discussed  it,  bul  we  certainly 
never  let  our  readers  in  on  the  debate 
They  have  therefore  been  let!  lo  draw 
I  heir  own  conclusions  as  lo  why  we  do 
whal  we  do  Misunderstandings  have 
inevitably  resulted.  Further,  our  own  per- 
ceptions and  views  have  altered  with  the 
passage  of  time,  with  no  explanation 
why  This  article  takes  Ihe  first  step 
fowards  a  more  open  treatment  of  the 
problem. 

In  our  last  issue  ("Obscenity  laws  and 
Ihe  uses  of  sexual  guilt"),  we  talked 
about  nudity  as  it  related  to  obscenity 
laws,  and  how  guilt  is  exploited  by  the 
authorities  lo  enforce  a  restrictive  legal 
code.  Censorship  in  this  context  serves 
interests  threaten ed  by  the  depiction  ol 
sexuality,  and  is  repressive  In  this 
article,  we  will  have  occasion  to  consider 
whether  censorship  ol  certain  kinds  ol 
graphics  can  have  a  liberating,  rather 
than  repressive  eHect.  Ihereby  justifying 
their  being  withheld. 

"It's  sexist!  That's  all, 
it's  sexist!" 

The  finality  ol  the  pronounce  men!  was 
jolting  tor  many  ol  the  men  in  the  room. 
The  thing  had  been  named,  the  enemy 
had  been  identified,  and  we  were  told  it 
resided  in  the  slender  limbs  ol  a  nude 
boy,  sealed  innocently  on  Ihe  edge  ol  a 
bed.  The  photograph  had  been  proposed 
lor  the  back  cover  ol  issue  #2  ot  The 
Body  Politic  The  time  was  early  19*72. 
and  the  speaker  was  one  ol  the  two 
women  who  were  still  members  of  the 
editorial  collective. 

Most  of  the  men  could  not  understand 
Ihe  dogmatic  assertion,  unaccompanied 
as  it  was  by  any  explanation.  The  few 
men  who  did  support  her  could  nol  clanfy 
their  reasons.  II  was  not  a  blalant  pose, 
mosl  of  us  thought,  nol  an  aggressively 
sexual  stance,  |usl  the  male  body 
photographed  with  some  sensitivity  and 
tenderness.  The  woman,  to  be  lair  to 
her,  was  very  much  a  minonty  voice  and 
fell  it.  The  collective  ranks  of  male 
incomprehension  must  have  seemed 
insurmoun table.  What  was  the  use  ot 
patiently  explaining,  ol  yel  one  more 
draining  session  ot  consciousness-rais- 
ing lor  men?  Everyone  was  a  novice  in 
this  new  way  of  perceiving  things 
anyway,  and  sometimes  i!  was  incredibly 
difficult  to  articulate  what  we  felt  at  some 
basic  gul  level. 

So  we  never  really  understood  each 
other,  the  photo  was  printed,  the  women 
dnfted  away,  The  Body  Politic  became 

)  male- identified,  by  default  rather 
than  by  intention,  and  we  never  thought 
of  using  the  incident  as  a  learning 
process  (or  our  readers  as  well  as 
ourselves. 

The  depiction  of  nudity  has  a  way  ol 
precipitating  fundamental  reactions  like 
that  in  people.  It  is  never  a  neutral  thing 
in  this  society  Women  were  the  first  to 
demonstrate  how  their  position  in  a 
male-dominated  society  is  reflected  in 
current  sextst  images  of  nudity. 

Women  have  been  traditionally  viewed 
by  men  in  one  ot  two  ways.  The  first 
image  of  woman  is  the  purer-than-pure 
virgin,  inaccessible  to  sexual  advances, 
set  aloft  on  a  pedestal  to  be  gazed  upon 
and  worshipped  The  virgin  archetype  is 
represented  artistically  as  either  fully- 
clothed,  or  so  coldly  statuesque  as  to  be 
not  quite  human  The  second  image  is 
thai  ot  pure  carnality,  insatiable,  the 
embodiment  ot  sex,  lolling  loose-limbed 
and  inviting.  Clothing  is  either  absent  or 
strategically  scanty 

It-is  this  second  image  which  women 
have  lound  most  oppressive  As  the  Vic- 
torian taboo  against  uncovering  lemaJe 
flesh  abated,  the  woman  as  sexual 
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objeel  became  an  ever-present  image  in 
our  culture.  We  see  her  everywhere, 
exploited  by  commercial  interests  to  sell 
their  endless  vaneties  of  consumer 
products  She  leers  invitingly  from  bill- 
boards or  mimes  her  way  through  TV 
commercials,  a  celluloid  doll,  promising 
sex  and  excitement  if  only  you  will  buy 
this  make  of  car.  thai  brand  ot  shampoo, 
dhnk  such-and-such  whiskey,  or  smoke 
the  latest  kind  ol  cigarette   In  each  case, 
she  is  conforming  to  a  male  heterosex- 
ual fantasy  of  what  women  should  be 
and  in  each  case,  the  woman  is  entirely 
secondary  to  the  mam  message  -  Buy 
This  Product  The  Playboy  image  ot  the 
buxom  blond  in  a  baby-doll  negligee 
would  almosi  be  a  joke,  if  women  did  nol 
continue  lo  measure  themselves  against 
this  "ideal"  Few  people  can  conform  to 
the  rigorous  standard,  so  most  are 
coerced  into  spending  vasl  amounts  on 
cosmetics  and  clothing  to  make 
themselves  into  an  approximation  of 
what  they  can  rarely  be,  or  should  not 
even  want  to  be 

"This  little  working  girl  saw  her  oppor- 
tunity and  look  it,"  shouts  the  transom  ad 
m  Ihe  subway  car  It  shows  a  young 
woman,  smiling  vivaciously  and  emerg- 
ing bikini-clad  and  dnpping  from  the  pool. 
A  smaller  photo  shows  her  in  a  form- 
revealing  sweater,  presumably  at  work  in 
an  office  for  the  Temporary  Secrelanal 
Agency  which  sponsored  Ihe  advertise- 
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ment.  It  is  obvious  we  are  to  assume  Ihe 
money  which  she  nad  earned  from  her 
work  had  enabled  her  to  take  a  tun- 
tilled  vacation  in  the  tropics. 

Why  is  this  ad  sexist'  First  of  all  the 
diminutives  "IrtWe"  and  "girl"  applied  to  a 
mature  woman  are  not  only  insulting  but 
inaccurate   The  cheese-cake  pool-side 
photograph,  among  the  many  possible  to 
represent  vacation'  was  clearly  chosen 
to  exploit  the  sexual  appeal  of 
hatf-nudity.  For  the  average  woman  it 
encourages  the  illusion  thai  she  can  lead 
an  equally  glamorous  life  and  look  as 
beautiful  il  only  she  works  lor  this 
company.  Why,  one  could  almosi  lorget 
ihe  kind  ol  repetitive,  mind-numbing 
tasks  she  will  be  required  to  do  and  how 
long  she  will  have  to  work  before  such 
leisure  time  is  possible. 

One  can  look  anywhere  tor  such 
examples  ol  exploitation  of  re  male 
nudity.  Their  effect  is  lo  reduce  women 
10  objects,  since  Ihey  are  so  rarely 
shown  in  other  contexts  It  is  therefore 
almost  impossible  at  the  present  (or  the 
female  nude  to  be  pictured  without 
questioning  the  motives  for  its  appear- 
ance The  most  extreme  lemmtsl  stance 
would,  m  the  light  of  current  social 
attitudes  and  advertising  techniques,  be 
to  immediately  make  an  effort  to  end 
such  exploitation  by  disallowing  all 
depictions  ol  the  nude  female  body  tor 
the  present 
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II  is  Itiis  dogmatic  reaction  to  nudity 
which  raises  most  protest  and  causes 
most  disagreement  Those  taking  the 
above  stand  would  further  want  to  argue 
that  such  depictions  ol  the  body  are  too 
normative  People  will  measure  them- 
selves against  these  impossible  ideals, 
And  themselves  wanting,  and  in  so  doing 
have  their  social  and  sexual  interactions 
gravely  impaired  Since  so  tew  people 
correspond  to  Ihis  advertising  idea),  why 
cannot  a  greater  variety  at  least  be 

Huge  erections 

Lesbian  feminists  have  also  argued 
that  male  nudity  is  subject  lo  the  same 
exploitation  They  sense  the  identical 
process  at  work  in  the  use  ol  comely 
beef-cake  in  the  pages  of  gay  male 
publications.  The  sense  ot  outrage  they 
feel  at  the  systematic  de-humanizing  ot 
the  lemale  body  is  transferred  unaltered 
to  a  male  context 

The  question  which  the  editonal 
collective  has  had  to  decide  is  whether 
i his  is  a  justifiable  reaction  Some  of  us 
honestly  do  not  feel  that  all  male  nudity 
is  sexist  and  exploitative,  it  is  most 
clearly  so  in  those  drawings  which  show 
vast  swelling  crotches  and  globular 
buttocks,  massive  chests  and  Paul 
Bunyan  thighs.  In  particular,  the  prefer- 
ence tor  huge  erections  seems  gratui- 
tous- Why  are  they  so  often  big  and  why 
so  often  erect? 

We  should  know  by  now  that  an  artis- 
tic creation,  an  artifact,  cannot  be 
isolated  from  its  social  context.  The  cock 
has  come  to  symbolize  the  power  and 
privilege  which  the  male  traditionally 
enjoys.  Masculinity,  virility,  butchness  - 
call  it  what  you  will  -  many  gay  men  are 
caught  up  by  this  image,  their  lantasies 
and  actions  conditioned  to  imitate  it. 
Should  gay  men  not  be  challenging 
those  vested  interests  of  male  prer- 
ogative, especially  as  they  reside  in 
rather  simple-minded  symbolism''  Should 
t  be  more  sensitive  to  how  women 
react  to  a  repeated  and  offensive  motif? 
On  the  other  hand,  the  enjoyment  of 
male  nudity  in  an  has  been  denied  gay 
men  since  the  Renaissance.  Men  have 
not  been  allowed  to  see  each  other  as 
sexual  beings.  How  many  straight  men, 
for  example,  have  never  seen  another 
man's  erection?  There  is  apparently  no 
more  exquisite  embarrassment  than  that 
expenenced  by  a  jock  in  the  shower 
room  as  he  attempts  to  conceal  an  unex- 
pected hard-on  from  the  sight  of  his 
towel-flicking  pals  Gay  men  have  been 
starved  for  artistic  reinforcements  of  their 
sexual  tastes.  They  have  been  denied 
nudity  almost  to  the  extent  that  women 
have  been  surfeited  with  it. 

It  is  entirely  possible,  then,  that 
sexism,  for  men,  as  exhibited  in  nudity, 
is  qualitatively  different  from  sexism  for 
women.  Men  on  the  whole  simply  do  not 
expenence  that  sense  of  being  dimin- 
ished, o I  being  robbed  of  wholeness  and 
humanity  by  a  one -dimensional  rep- 
resenlation  ol  our  bodies.  Women  have 
had  an  aesthetic  of  the  body  imposed 
upon  them.  It  has  resulted.  In  some 
cases,  tn  an  uncertainty  about  the  body, 
a  distrust  of  enjoyment  or  celebration  ol 
it.  Thrs  distrust  is  often  misconstrued  as 
a  puritanical  and  prudish  response. 
Women  are  more  consistently  condition- 
ed to  ignore  their  bodies,  to  not  explore 
their  bodies.  Taught  to  value  the  spiritual 
in  womanhood,  they  are  made  uncom- 
fortable by  the  corporeal.  The  frus- 
tration of  objectification,  it  should  be 
remembered,  is  fell  by  some  gay  men  as 
well  Who  has  not  heard  the  plaint  of  the 
beautiful  young  man  whose  other 
attributes  and  talents  are  consistently 
ignored  by  his  single-minded  admirers? 
In  general,  I  think,  nudity  per  se  should 
not  be  excluded  horn  a  gay  liberation 
paper.  On  the  other  hand,  how  the 
naked  body  is  shown,  the  reasons  lor  its 
use,  are  questions  which  we  should 
raise. 

When  I  attempt  to  list  the  kinds  of 
cntena  we  should  keep  in  mind,  they 
sound  like  liberal  platitudes 
from  an  earnest  CBC  discussion  ol 
obscenity  on  Viewpoint.  Nevertheless, 
they  demonstrate  how  contextual  the 
decisions  must  be.  Does  the  photo  or 
drawing  effectively  illustrate  and  accom- 
pany an  article  or  other  content?  Does 
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it  have  an  aesthetic  wholeness,  or  an 
emotional  impact  which  is  positive  or 
makes  an  effective  political  point'  If  the 
individual  components  ot  a  graphic  are 
not  integrated  or  are  unbalanced  there 
should  be  a  plausible  reason  for  it. 
Clearly,  the  latitude  for  subjective 
reactions  is  still  wide,  but  to  attempt  to 
avoid  it  by  claiming  that  there  is  no 
ambiguity  is  simplistic  and  reduction- 
ist. 

A  good  illustration  of  our  current 
concensus  on  the  matter,  is  the  front 
page  graphic  in  issue  #16  (Nov/Dec. 
1974)  The  pen-and-ink  drawing  was 
chosen  because  of  its  sinking  design 
and  style.  It  was  chosen  because  it 
related  to  the  time  ot  year  in  a  satirical 
manner  and  h  was  also  chosen  because 
the  issue  was  thematicalfy  devoted  to 
Gays  and  the  Church.  All  plausible 
reasons  There  was  not  even  a  great 
deal  ol  discussion  by  the  collective  about 
it  initially   Later,  however,  both  because 
of  second  thoughts  amongst  ourselves, 
and  rumblings  from  readers,  we  found  it 
brought  many  contradictory  views  to  the 
surface. 

Several  of  us  felt  that  the  erect  cock 
was  gratuitous.  It  was  there  lor  no  other 
reason  than  to  attract  attention  or  to 
shock.  It  was  also  unnecessarily  large. 
Thus,  even  from  the  first  page,  the  news- 
paper was  exhibiting  an  unmistakeable 
male  onentahon,  announcing  loudly  and 
clearly  to  all  that  those  not  enamored  of 
the  male  appendage,  and  of  male  nudity 
in  general,  need  go  no  further  We  have 
never  wanted  to  discourage  Lesbian 
readers,  yet  we  effectively  do  so  by  the 
overuse  of  such  blatant  plctonals. 

Others  of  us  lelt  that,  rather  than  a 
glorification  of  the  cock,  a  worship  of 
symbolic  "virility",  the  drawing  satirized 
such  obsessions  by  crowning  the  cock 
with  a  tiny  hato.  It  also  tilted  at  Chnstian 
prudery  and  repression  of  sexuality.  By 
suggesting  that  an  angel  (that  most 
sexless  of  creatures  in  Chnstian  iconog- 
raphy) could  have  not  only  sexual 
organs,  but  also  organs  sanctified  and 
holy,  the  artist  was  making  an  important 
refutation  of  the  anti- sexual  ideology  of 
the  Christian  church. 

Sexual  bait 

One  thing  we  did  decide  is  that  there 
should  be  other  ways  of  satirizing  hetero- 
sexual culture,  than  simply  affixing  an 
incongruous  erect  cock.  We  had  used 
that  device  before,  on  the  front  page  of 
issue  no.  14  (July/August  1974).  We  had 
placed  heads  of  the  three  party  leaders 
on  the  bodies  of  figures  from  Bearosley's 
Lyslstrata.  with  their  comments  on  gay 
nghts  in  balloons  above  them.  The  fan- 
tastically  oversized  cocks  on  the  figures 
appeared  incongruous  because  we  are 
not  accustomed  lo  thinking  of  politicians 
as  sexual  beings,  but  they  pointedly 
demonstrated  the  sexual  underpinnings 
of  male  heterosexual  power  politics  and 
its  hostility  to  gayness.  The  cart,oon 
succeeded  because  of  its  outrageous 
aspect  but  it  could  as  easify  have  failed 
because  the  satiric  device  has  been 
over-used. 

Always  haunting  us  all,  too,  has  been 
the  possibility  that  we  choose  some- 
thing merely  to  attract  the  attention  of 
newsstand  readers  in  order  that  they  will 
buy  the  paper  Nude  photos  are  what 
many  male  readers  would  like,  as  the 
encounter  at  the  beginning  of  the  article 
demonstrated.  If  they  buy  the  paper 
initially  for  the  photos,  and  read  the 
articles  as  well,  are  The  Body  Politic 
editors  exploiting  the  body  for  the  sake 
of  sales  or  for  propaganda  mileage?  Is  i 
identical  to  a  steam  bath  selling  itself 
with  the  promise  ol  an  illusory  sexual 
bait?  Considering  the  hostility  towards 
what  we  have  to  say,  it  does  seem  that 


we  must  appeal  to  gay  people  on  as 
many  different  levels  as  possible. 

I  have  deliberately  avoided  defining 
sexism,  because  I  wanted  to  demons- 
Irate  some  ol  the  difficulties  inherent  in 
that  process  of  identifying,  naming  and 
exconaimg.  Many  people  use  the  term 
sexism  without  any  clear  idea  ol  what  is 
actually  meant. 

An  acquaintance  reports  lhat  a  straight 
tnend  of  his  liked  a  recenl  issue  ol  The 
Body  Politic  because  it  didn  t  have  any 
of  "those  sexist  steam  bath  ads"  My 
suspicion  is  that  he  meant  those  sexual 
steam  bath  ads  Straight  people, 
especially,  have  not  wished  to  be  remin- 
ded that  gay  people  are  sexual  beings, 
that  they  do  sexual  things  straight  people 
often  find  'distasteful'   Traditionally,  of 
course,  gay  people,  especially  men, 
have  been  seen  as  only  sexual,  or 
completely  sexual,  promiscuous  and 
insatiable  Since  we  are  defined  by  our 
sexuality,  we  are  not  allowed  to  be  other 
than  sexual  by  a  homophobic  society 

Unfortunately,  many  gay  people  accepl 
this  characterization  of  gay  life  with  its 
accompanying  negative  valuation.  They 
do  not  embrace  the  sexual  openness 
and  honesty,  the  sexual  democracy, 
which  the  gay  world  can  represent.  They 
recoil  from  any  evidence  they  find  which 
reinforces  their  worst  tears  that  other 
gay  people,  unlike  themselves,  do  not 
want  to  explore  deeper,  more  emotional 
T 


or  more  social  involvements  Their  com- 
mon conclusion  is  that  gay  people  are  in- 
capable of  "meaningful  relationships  , 
just  like  the  straights  said  we  were  Such 
a  person,  saddled  with  the  impossible 
heterosexual  idea!  ol  one  mate  to  share 
everything  forever  will  be  repeatedly  dis- 
appointed with  his  exeriences  and 
encounters  because  they  do  not 
measure  up. 

There  are  many  gay  people  who  share 
this  false  value  and  it  is  one  important 
Jactor  m  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  se»- 
ual.  They  become  excessively  reactive  to 
anything  which  appears  to  suggest  gay 
people  are  preoccupied  with  sex   The 
use  of  nudity  and  sexual  graphics  in  a 
gay  liberation  paper,  for  example,  may 
appear  to  evince  such  preoccupation. 
The  questions  from  such  people  may  be 
Why  do  you  stress  the  body  and  sex  all 
the  time?  Aren't  we  trying  to  get  away 
from  that  fixation''  To  avod  nudity 
merely  for  these  reasons,  I  believe, 
would  be  lo  capitulate  to  the  worst  kind 
of  internalized  homophobia. 

The  Obverse  of  the  straight  bigot's  view 
ol  the  homosexual's  obsession  with  sex 
is  the  trompe  d'oell  effect  ot  'liberal 
acceptance'  The  aim  is  to  do  a  house- 
cleaning  and  decorating  job  In  order 
to  make  gay  people  just  like  them.  As 
long  as  we  conform  to  the  proprieties 
and  do  not  mention  our  sexuality, 
especially  what  we  do  in  bed.  then  we 
are  tolerated.  This  accounts  lor  the 
stress  on  the  sanctity  and  pnvacy  of  the 
bedroom  As  long  as  we  keep  what  goes 
on  behind  that  firmly  closed  bedroom 
door  to  ourselves,  everything  is  fine. 
Thus  we  are  de-sexualized  by  liberal 
tolerance,  allowed  no  mention  or 
demonstration  ot  what  makes  us  unique 
and  different  from  them  We  are  either 
forced  to  epitomize  compulsive  sexuality, 
or  allowed  to  have  no  sexual  di 
at  all.  Some  choicel 

The  Harold  Hedd  cartoon  of 
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Jane  Rule 

The  woman 
behind  Lesbian  Images 


Vou  are  arrested  by  her  size,  and  by  her  voice.  Jane  Rule  Is 
tall  -  six  leet  tall.  Her  voice  Is  deep  -  ft  Is  frequently  mistaken  for 
a  man's.  But  she  has  not,  as  many  tall  women  have,  slouched 
and  stoop-shouldered  her  way  to  an  ungainly  approximation  of 
some  man's  idea  of  "the  body  beautiful".  The  woman  who    - 
welcomes  us  into  her  home  this  wet  August  day  in  Vancouver 
moves  confidently,  impressively.  The  voice  is  rich,  sonorous, 
often  playful.  She  laughs  easily  and  hugely,  shares  confidences, 
anecdotes,  puts  us  at  ease  In  this  house  overlooking  rain-swept 
Vancouver  bay.  The  windows  are  large;  they  fill  the  rooms  with  a 
soft  gray  light,  a  sense  of  order,  a  sense  of  clarity.  Only  some 
strangely  aggressive  abstracts  on  the  walls  create  eddies  of 
disturbance  in  the  afternoon. 

Jane  and  Helen  Sonthoff  have  been  lovers  for  twenty  years. 
They  both  teach  in  the  English  Dept.  at  the  University  of  British 
Columbia  and  live  together  In  this  house  and  on  Galiano  Island. 
Soon  they  will  move  there  permanently,  and  leave  the  city  for 
good.  Helen  brings  out  their  photo  album;  we  spend  the  latter 
part  of  our  afternoon  looking  at  their  island  home,  their  friends, 
a  barn  raising,  a  series  of  the  two  of  them  seated  warmly, 
romantically  together  In  a  friendlier  autumn  light  than  this  day"s. 

Why  did  we  interview  Jane  Rule?  She  is  a  Canadian  who  has 
written  a  book  that  proudly  proclaims,  in  Its  title,  the  sexual 
identity  of  both  its  subjects  and  its  author.  Lesbian  Images:  a  rare 
event  in  Canadian  publishing  history.  We  wanted  to  know  what 
this  woman  was  like.  We  found  she  is  not  all  we  would  have  her 
be  -  a  fact  that  will  no  doubt  delight  her.  We  would  have  liked  to 
have  found  an  anger  less  tempered  by  a  genial  understanding  of 
the  forces  that  oppress  us,  an  ambition  to  involve  herself  In  the 
common  lot  of  gay  people  from  a  vantage  point  less  remote,  less 
sheltered  than  the  writers  desk.  We  wanted  a  fellow  traveller. 

Yet  we  forget  sometimes  the  heroisms  that  have  made  our 
own  voyage  possible.  Jane  Rule  would  not  want  to  be  thought  of 
in  those  terms.  She  distrusts  heroines.  Yet  it  Is  those  sometimes 
quiet,  sometimes  noisy  moments  when  one  says  "yes,  I  am", 
refusing  to  let  others  speak  as  if  one  weren't  there,  that  define 


Tell  us  a  bit  about  your  early  life. 
and  why  you  decided  to  come  to 
Canada. 

I  came  to  Canada  when  I  was  25  on 
an  absolutely  beautiful  August  day.  and  I 
decided  that  this  was  a  lovely  place  to 
be   I'm  now  44  and  I  [usl  never  wenl 
home.  I  discovered  that  tn  Canada  m  the 
mid-50's  there  was  a  great  deal  more  lo 
do  for  someone  who  was  trying  to  write 
and  earn  a  living.  There  weren't  a  huge 
number  of  PhDs  or  people  who  knew 
how  to  play  games  on  the  radio  What 
I've  done  for  twenty  years  is  lo  teach  (or 
a  year  or  two  and  Ihen  take  off  (or  a  year 
or  two.  so  essenlialry  I've  earned  my 
living  as  a  teacher  Bui  I've  never  been 
involved  in  the  academic  world  in  terms 
ol  climbing  up  the  ladder  or  making  a 
career  out  of  it.  I  stitl  teach  at  the  univer- 
sity here  with  nothing  but  a  BA,  That's 
now  unusual,  it  wasn't  in  the  •50's. 
Were  you  a  writer  even  then? 

Yes,  I  had  known  I  wanted  to  be  a 
wnler  from  the  time  I  was  about  15  or 
16.  The  whole  problem  was  to  find  the 
time  because  of  course  you  had  lo  eal 
loo.  I  knew  perfectly  well  that  (he  kind  of 
writing  I  was  going  to  do  was  not  going 
lo  be  commercial.  And  I  never  wanted  it 
to  be  Therefore  there  was  going  lo  be  a 
long  apprenticeship  before  I  could  make 
a  living  al  il 

Were  you  "out"  as  a  gay  person 
before  you  came  to  Canada? 

I  don't  suppose  I've  ever  been   in 
I've  never  made  an  issue  of  being  or  no! 
being,  and  lor  people  who  wanted  to 
handle  n,  fine  If  they  didn  i,  they  would 
just  have  to  figure  out  ways  to  deal  wiffi 


When  did  you  first  realize  you  were 
gay? 

I  suppose  in  my  mid  teens,  bul  I  Blink 
nobody  defines  herself  at  15.  Vou  recog- 
nize kinds  ol  emotions  you  feel  and  con- 
cerns that  you  have.  Looking  back  now  I 
suppose  I  would  say  that  I  discovered  I 
was  "sexual"  at  15.  And  most  of  my 
sexual  interests  were  with  women.  I 
coukln't  possibly  have  moved  In  terms  of 
a  heterosexual  relationship  -  not 
because  physically  it's  somelhing  that  I 
couldn't  cope  wrth,  but  emotionally  and 
socially   I  was  raised  as  a  "southern 
woman  ",  but  I  will  not  behave  as  onel 
And  yet.     I  find  it  much  more  difficult 
lhan  some  of  the  younger  women  I  know 
to  say  lo  a  man  m  the  house:  "For  god's 
sake  gel  your  own  glass  of  orange 
juice!''  I  just  wouldn't  dream  of  doing  It  - 
and  that's  probably  because  I  don  I  have 
to  live  with  men. 

In  the  Introduction  lo  Lesbian  Images 
you  mention  that  in  your  late  teens 
you  read  The  Well  of  Loneliness  and 
were  very  moved  by  it 

Moved  by  if  Scared  lo  death!  Not 
identifying,  but  thinking    "My  god.  is  this 
what  people  finally  grow  up  to  be  il  they 
feel  drawn  to  women  as  I  do.. "  Of 
course,  it  took  me  years  lo  find  out  why  I 
found  it  so  homble  -  because  Radclyffe 
Hall  was  about  the  biggest  male  chauvtn- 
i5!  pig  you  could  find  The  whole  sense 
ihat  there's  a  power  structure  in  human 
relationships  and  mere  s  got  to  be  one 
who  dominates  and  one  whos  passive, 
someone  who's  more  important  and 
someone  who's  less   I  still  hear  women 
say  all  the  time:    Well  somebody  s  got  to 
make  the  decisions ."  And  Ihat  seems  to 


the  heroism  of  our  common  lives.  And  it  Is  the  sum  total  of 
those  moments  that  create  our  dignity  as  gay  people.  Jane  Rule 
has  said  yes  from  the  beginning:  said  yes  when  It  endangered 
her  career,  said  yes  when  it  meant  the  ordeal  of  having  to  face 
her  parents,  said  yes  when  it  meant  her  novels  would  be  refused 
by  one  publisher  after  another.  That  is  a  rare  enough  quality 
among  us  who  have  the  support  of  a  fledgling  community.  We 
should  remember  what  she  has  done.  And  what  the  honest  and 
intelligent  gay  images  in  her  work  may  yet  do. 


to  me  alien  to  how  you  live  with 
someone  else.  The  Well  of  Loneliness 
is  a  heterosexual  book  in  terms  of 
polrtical  structure. 

Were  there  any  other  aspects  of  your 
teen  years  that  affected  you? 

Well,  at  the  age  ot  12  I  was  6  feet  tall. 
I  stopped  growing  al  12  I've  just  been 
with  my  nieces  and  my  1 1  year  old  niece 
is  now  5'9".  Watching  that  11  year-old 
who  is  still  very  much  a  child  trying  to 
cope  with  the  world  treating  her  as  it  she 
were  16  or  17  really  broughl  back  to  me 
what  it  was  like  to  operate  in  a  world  thai 
dealt  with  me  as  if  I  were  an  adull.  That 
was  a  very  strange  experience  that  took 
a  lot  of  sorting  ouTT 
Was  your  first  sexual  experience  a 
lesbian  one? 

Yes.  I  knew  the  woman  thai  I  loved 
very  well,,  and  the  sexual  evolving  ol  that 
relationship  seemed  absolutely  natural, 
important  and  lovely. 
How  old  were  you  then? 

Sixteen. 
Have  you  had  any  casual  hetero- 
sexual experience,  or  were  you  ever 
married? 

No.  fortunately  not  I  had  been  involv- 
ed with  men,  but  not  at  all  happily. 
Again,  nol  trom  the  sexual  side,  but  from 
Ihe  social  side.  Thai  was  as  much  my 
fault,  given  the  background  I  grew  up  in 
I  didn't  want  lo  be  in  that  kind  ol  relation- 
ship, (hough  I  thought  I  should  I 
suppose  we  all,  al  one  time  or  another, 
think  we  should  do  what  people  think  we 
ought  to  do  and  we  lake  a  crack  at  it  and 
it  turns  into  a  bad  idea  for  even/body 
When  did  you  decide  to  write  your 
first  novel,  The  Desert  ot  the  Heart? 


When  did  Desert  of  the  Heart  decide 
(o  write  me!  That's  the  way  every  book 
happens.  I  finished  il  before  my  30th 
birthday  so  il  was  finished  in  1961.  II 
wenl  lo  about  25  American  publishers  all 
o(  whom  refused  It  I  can  remember  one 
reaction  was:  "II  this  book  isn't  porno- 
graphic, whal's  the  point  of  pnniing  it...  i 
you  can  wnte  in  the  dirty  parts  we'll  lake 
il  bul  otherwise  no..."  So  I  took  it  myself 
lo  England  and  the  first  publisher  to  see 
it  there  look  it.  Then  Macmillan  of 
Canada  and  Seeker  &  Warburg  brought 
oul  an  edition  together  and  it  was  almost 
a  year  after  that  that  an  American  pub- 
lisher picked  it  up. 

Perhaps  you  could  give  us  a  tew  more 
details  on  the  kind  of  reception  it  got 
from  publishers... 

I  think  most  people  simply  leli  it  was  a 
subject  they  were  afraid  of  and  unless  it 
were  sensational..   I  can  remember  when 
it  was  finally  taken  in  ihe  States.  I  was  in 
the  offices  of  Ihe  World  Publishing  Co 
and  the  editor  was  Mr.  Hefen  Guriey 
Brown,  Ihe  husband  ol  Helen  Guriey 
Brown  (incidentally,  Ihe  only  book  thai  I 
was  ever  embarrassed  to  buy  in  a  book- 
store was  Sex  and  the  Single  Girl.  I 
quit  reading  rl  al  the  best  chapter  when 
you're  being  advised  what  kind  ol  beauti- 
ful breakfast  to  prepare  tor  the  man  you 
hadn'i  expected  the  nighl  before,    and 
there  might  have  been  some  good 
recipes    )  Anyway  I  went  lo  call  on  Mr 
Helen  Guriey  Brown  in  New  York  City 
and  he  gave  me  a  pitch  that  was  jusi 
unbelievable    This  book  is  senutionall 
You  want  to  know  why  it's  sensatxxial7! 
Because  it  s  not  sensational! 
Now  we're  gonna  put  you  on  the  John- 
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nie  Carson  show  and  we  re  gonna  do 
this  and  we're  gonna  do  that  ."  I  sad: 
"tls  no  good;  I'd  throw  up    And  he  sax) 
"You  must  do  something  more  sincere 
than  that  to  attract  attention-"  Then  he 
tokJ  me  about  his    little  woman"  who  had 
been  shy  ot  television,  but  now  he  rust 
couldn't  keep  her  home  I  could  under- 
stand why  I  fled  tram  that  office  after 
twenty  minutes,  and  I  went  into  the 
Hilton  Bar  and  ordered  three  double 
martinis  and  got  absolutely  smashed.    „ 
The  waitress  finally  brought  me  a 
sandwich  without  my  asking  for  it  and 
said:    Eat  this  you  hick  it  you're  gonna 
have  one  of  those  emotional  scenes  In 
our  bar."  I  ale  my  club  house  sandwich 
and  slept  it  off.  left  town  and  I've  never 
been  back  to  New  York.  I  never  went  on 
the  Johnnie  Carson  show  or  any  ol  those 
things  I've  never  dealt  with  publicity  at 
all  excepl  in  terms  ol  people  who  are 
serious  about  what  they  are  doing  Even 
with  Lesbian  Images  which  I  fee)  more 
responsible  about-  I  was,  after  all, 
commissioned  to  write  it,  and  its  my  one 
public  service  message  lo  the  world.  But 
I  won't  talk  lo  anyone  who  hasn't  read 
the  book.  And  that  eliminates  about  nine 
tenths  of  Ihe  people  who  want  to  talk  to 

I  was  surprised  earlier  when  you  men- 
tioned that  editors  seemed  to  want 
you  to  put  the  dirty  parts  in.  Were 
there  any  changes  that  editors 
demanded  In  Desert  of  the  Heart, 
before  it  could  be  published? 

No,  actually  there  wasn'l  even  any 
proof  reading,  which  was  too  bad.  It 
needed  it.  The  only  person  who  proof 
read  it  was  the  English  printer  and  he 
had  only  one  question  Al  one  point,  one 
ol  the  characters,  Evelyn,  says  "my  hus- 
band and  I"  quite  self  consciously,  and 
then  says    feeling  like  the  Queen  ol  Eng- 
land in  her  Christmas  message"  The 
pnnter  had  underlined  this,  and  had 
written  in  Ihe  margin  "Is  this  offensive  10 
Ihe  Queen?"  I  wrote  underneath  "No," 
And  that  is  the  only  cnttcal  exchange  I 
had  about  thai  book 
Is  It  at  an  autobiographical? 

Not  really  People  try  to  build  this  sort 
of  thing  up  My  family  lived  in  Reno 
(where  Ihe  story  takes  place)  (or  some 
time,  I  never  did  because  I  was  away  at 
college  but  when  I  went  home  on 
holidays  my  little  sister  used  to  drag  me 
off  to  see  historical  sites  so  that  I  had  a 
fairly  strong  sense  of  its  history.  It 
seemed  lo  me  thai  when  I  wanted  to 
write  a  lesbian  novel  about  a  lesbian 
experience,  this  kind  ol  setting  gave  me 
all  kinds  -  well,  obviously  too  much  - 
imagery  i  went  overboard,  but  it  was 
fun.  I've  always  been  Fascinated  by  the 
clubs.  I  hale  (hem,  I'm  not  a  gambler. 
When  I  went  to  Reno  to  research  the 
novel  I  was  carrying  two  cards.  One  of 
them  said  that  I  was  special  education 
advisor  to  the  dean,  because  he  had  told 
me  that  this  was  the  quickest  way  to  get 
into  the  archives.  And  the  other  one  said 
thai  I  was  a  change  girt  at  Harold's  Club 
and  it  was  a  police  clearance  card  - 
fingerprints  up  to  my  elbows.  I  had  these 
two  cards  along  with  my  button  which 
said:  "Harold's  Club  introduces  Jane"  I 
worked  there  lor  six  nights  as  a  change 
girl  from  7  at  night  until  3  in  the  morning. 
On  the  4th  night  the  lloor  boss  came  up 
and  said    "II  you  keep  this  up  we're 
going  lo  give  you  dealer  training!"  My 
mother  said  "Its  because  you're  six  leet 
tall  and  can  reach  across  the  board." 
Which  was  true 
Tell  us  about  your  second  novel. 

I  wrote  my  second  novel.  This  Is  Not 
For  You,  because  I  was  interested  in 
doing  £  study  ol  a  person  who  realty 
couldn'l  cope  with  lesbian  identity,  I  have 
known  a  lot  of  people  who  really  had  a 
difficult  time  with  their  sexuality  when 
they  telt  ii  was  pnmarily  lesbian.  I  wanted 
to  write  trom  the  inside  ol  that  person's 
head.  It  seemed  to  me  that  Desert  of 
the  Heart  was  a  romantic  novel  and  one 
that  didn't  really  deal  with  the  social 
problems  ot  being  homosexual  in  a  het- 
erosexual world  When  I  say  that.  I  don't 
mean  that  I  sei  out  lo  write  a  novel  in 
order  to  solve  a  problem.  Bui  I  really 
wanted  to  get  inside  ihe  head  ot 
someone  who  did  accept  church  teach- 
ing, did  accept  the  sense  ot  negative 
responsibility  The  whole  book  is  a  letter 
addressed  lo  a  person  who  has  already 


gone  into  a  silent  order  and  who  has 
been  in  love  with  the  narrate  The  nar- 
rator has  refused  to  be  involved  in  thai 
relationship,  and  the  entire  book  is  a  rus- 
lificaiion  of  having  refused  the  relation- 
ship. 

The  hostile  reaction  to  that  book  from 
the  lesbian  community  was  just  incred- 
ible. Because  rt  was  first  person,  people 
were  tempted  to  identify  the  writer  with 
the  main  character.  No  one  could  be 
farther  from  the  main  character  than 
myself  In  a  way  it  was  a  kind  ol  freedom 
to  realize  that  I  could  use  every  ration- 
alization in  the  book,  because  the  hero- 
ine really  does  try  to  convince  herself, 
and  she  doesn't  succeed.  She's  a  very 
proud,  very  intelligent  woman,  and  at  the 
end  she's  saying  her  suppression  ot  her 
lesbianism  is  a  good  enough  solution. 
The  irony  in  that  statement  is  supposed 
to  ring  loud  and  clear  But  people  read  it 
as  my  statement  about  lesbianism  and 
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By  now 
a  fair-minded 
book  on  homo- 
sexuality is 
propaganda. 


is  very  hard  and  angenng  (or  me  to 
deal  with  Even  people  I  knew  reacted 
this  way  and  I  thought:    Look  here,  I've 
been  living  with  Helen  lor  twenty  years 
and  she's  not  in  a  nunnery!" 

think  it's  a  good,  strong  book.  II  came 
out  at  a  time  when  people  were  looking 
for  positive  assertions  about  lesbianism 
and  I  think  this  Is  a  positive  asser- 
tion. But  it  is  basically  the  study  ot  some- 
body who  said  "No"  and  the  heart- 
break and  limitation  of  that  refusal.  The 
thing  that  amazed  me  was  that  the 
heterosexual  press  loved  the  book. 
Except  thai  they  were  troubled  that  the 
main  character  was  so  arrogant  and  cold 
and  they  wanted  to  like  her  even  better 
because  she  was  morally  so  Irue  and 
good.  0)  course  thai  just  sent  me  right 
up  the  wall.  They  missed  the  irony,  and 
so  did  the  gay  community,  and  I  thought 
why  does  it  have  to  be  my  natural 
mode... 

As  far  as  I'm  concerned,  This  Is  Not 
For  You  is  a  very  serious  book.  The 
irony  of  it  is  a  tragic  irony,  not  comic.  But 
the  gay  community  read  it  as  a  sell- 
satisfied  statement  from  the  main  char- 
acter Of  course  the  main  character  is 
trying  to  make  it  a  self-satisfied  state- 
ment, but  given  all  that's  happened  and 
given  where  she  is,  it's  a  grotesquely 
sad  position. 
When  did  it  come  out? 

In  1971.  and  it  was  five  years  old  then 
The  publishers  looked  at  it  and  said" 
"You're  perfectly  right  The  title's  dead 
on."  One  ol  the  reviews  was  written  by_a 
nun  because  there  was  a  nun  in  Ihe 
book  and  she  ended  it  with:  "No,  Hits  is 
not  lor  me,  and  if  you  think  it's  lor  you, 
dear  reader,  beware!1  That  sold  a  copy 
or  two. 

You  mentioned  that  the  reaction  from 
the  lesbian  community  was  very 
hostile.  Were  there  no  gay  women 
who  perceived  the  central  irony  of  the 
novel? 

In  the  generation  I'm  in  and  the  one 
above  me  there  are  a  great  many  more 


people  wandenng  around  who  have  said 
No"  and  locked  up  their  lives  This 
seemed  to  me  something  to  explore,  this 
seemed  to  me  tragic  I  had  countless 
letters  from  older  lesbians  who  said  "I  so 
identity  with  that  main  character  and  I'm 
so  appalled  that  I  do  "  That  group  ol 
people  really  heard  the  book  tor  what  it 
said  about  them  "There  you  are 
shuffling  your  teet  too  and  hurting  all 
kinds  ot  people  and  clinging  to  a  narrow 
self-nghteousness  that  doesn't  make  any 
sense 

But  didn't  it  bother  you  that  many 
people  did  misinterpret  what  you  had 
to  say?  Do  you  not  feel  responsible 
for  whatever  human  sadness  might 
have  resulted  from  it? 

I  think  there  was  human  anger,  and 
that's  a  healthy  thing.  I  think  that  it 
probably  alleviated  human  sadness 
where  thai  was  a  response  to  it.  Looking 
into  it  as  a  minor,  but  saying  it  doesn't 
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have  lo  be  that  way  Anyway  it's 
absolutely  ludicrous  to  ask  that  we  make 
a  world  in  which  all  people  lhal  are 
homosexual  are  heros.  I  think  it's  a 
bloody  bore.  I'm  sick  of  heros  in  any 
case.  We've  had  those.  They  make 
wars.  The  request  for  a  narrow,  positive, 
Shined-up,  spit  and  polish  image  of 
homosexuals  just  bores  me  rigid. 
But  there  is  a  short  story  In  Theme  for 
Diverse  Instruments  ("Middle  Child 
ren  "]  that's  about  a  lesbian  couple 
and  It's  a  very  happy  story... 

Yes,  I  call  it  my  "Ladies  Home  Journal 
story  (or  lesbians"  Ladies  Home  Journal 
wouldn't  publish  it  of  course,  but  I  really 
thought  it  was  time  to  write  a  larky,  easy 
"aren't  we  lucky"  sort  of  story.  I  was  also 
teasing  readers  because  there's  one 
moment  in  that  story  when  one  ol  the 
women  bursts"  out  crying  and  says  "we're 
just  too  different;  we  aren't  kind  any- 
more". I'm  sure  the  reader  is  waiting  lor 
some  terrible  final  admission  that  this  is 
after  all  quite  awful   Instead,  it's:  "we're 
so  happy  we're  being  mean  to  our 
straight  friends  and  we've  got  to  stop 
doing  that.  It's  not  kind."  So  they  end  up 
babysitting  lor  everyone  in  order  to  com- 
pensate lor  all  their  happiness  because 
they  don't  want  lo  be  smug  about  it.  It 
was  fun.  A  bit  teasy  loo.  To  say  to 
people.  "I  know  you're  expecting  this  to 
finally  fall  apart  because  it  must."  But 
nothing  disturbs  the  serenity  of  those 
two.  Excepl  their  sense  ot  not  wanting  to 
be  smug. 

Have  you  ever  wanted  to  write  propa- 
ganda? 

No.  Propaganda  is  so  negative  a  word 
that  it's  hard  to  handle   But  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  kind  of  writing~TrTal  has  been 
done  about  homosexuality  is  so  negative 
and  so  hideously  biased  thai  us  time  to 
be  fair-minded.  What  I  hope  is  that 
Lesbian  Images  is  a  lair- minded  book, 
And  by  now  a  lair-minded  book  on 
homosexuality  is  propaganda   But  I  feel 
if  very  important  in  fiction  that  no  idea 
lake  over  because  then  the  people  are 


less  real 

How  does  that  affect  the  way  you're 

approaching  your  current  novel? 

A  friend  of  mine  has  (ust  finished  read- 
ing the  manuscript  -  it's  called  The 
Young  in  One  Another's  Arm*  -  and 
said:  'Except  tor  the  fact  that  gay  lib 
will  hale  rt.  women's  lib  will  hate  it,  black 
lib  will  hate  it ...  it's  a  great  booki"  The 
characters,  all  ol  whom  are  very  young, 
lace  many  ot  the  questions  raised  by  the 
movement  and  they  don't  always  behave 
as  we  would  wish.  The  black  guy  is  gay. 
and  he  is  realty  hung  up  on  James 
Baldwin  And  he  shouldn't  be  by  now. 
James  Baldwin  is  a  realty  middle  class, 
bail-out  character.  No  black  man  should 
care  about  Martin  Luther  Kind  either  And 
he  happens  to.  Absolutely  delightful  char- 
acter. Very  loving.  And  he  knows  thai 
he's  all  wrong  lor  where  he  is,  Lots  of 
the  characters  are  like  this,  and  they  feel 
to  me  realer  than  shining  examples  of 
any  kind  of  liberation  because  I  think 
we're  all  whole  people  and  our  politics 
are  often  at  odds  with  our  behaviour. 
And  thai  doesn't  make  us  wicked  people 
Do  you  feel  a  writer  has  an  obligation 
to  the  movement  representing  the 
minority  group  to  which  she  belongs? 

The  question  of  a  gifted  writer  getting 
hooked  up  with  a  movement  is  very  clear 
in  James  Baldwin.  He  began  as 
someone  trying  to  be  an  establishmeni 
wnter   In  Giovanni's  Room,  an  early 
work,  he  made  it  very  clear  thai  the  char- 
acters were  white.  He  didn't  want  to  earn 
his  way  back  as  a  black  writer   I  think 
people"  in  my  generation  have  not  wanted 
to  make  it  as,  say,  a  lesbian  writer  or  a 
black  writer'   In  tact,  anybody  who  is  not 
a  heterosexual  male  wants  to  avoid 
being  labelled.  Now,  as  the  movements 
come  along,  that's  a  pretty  ugly  position 
to  take  and  James  Baldwin  certainly 
turned  right  around.  He  joined  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  lost  a  great  deal  ol 
creative  lime  as  a  result.  But  I  think 
morally  he  felt  required  to  do  so.  And 
then  ot  course  he  also  got  involved 
because  he's  a  homosexual.  I  think  that 
the  movement  has  laken  over  James 
Baldwin  and  we've  lost  a  great  artist.  He 
may  do  more  social  good  in  what  he's 
doing  and  anyway  he's  a  human  being 
who  has  lo  follow  his  own  choices.  Bui  I 
do  think  it's  a  conflict 
Do  you  realty  feel  It's  one  or  the 
other?  Either  your  artistic  career,  or 
the  movement? 

The  time  the  movement  takes  if  you're 
really  going  to  give  it  your  attention  to  it 
is  all  the  time.  James  Baldwin  is  still 
writing  a  book  occasionally,  but  he  has 
not  produced  a  body  of  work  And  the 
work  he  has  produced  has  been  more 
and  more  influenced  by  political 
statements.  But  I  think  the  greatest 
function  of  literature  is  to  teach  us 
beyond  political  sense  lo  sense  our 
common  humanity.  A  literature  written 
with  the  needs  of  only  one  group  of 
people  in  mind  is  for  me  a  narrow  state- 
ment and  less  "political"  in  the  huge 
sense;  that  is,  less  educative.  I  don't  feel 
hostile  lo  what  James  Baldwin  is  doing 
now,  but  I  don't  think  thai  he's  teaching 
us  nearly  as  much  now  that  he's  begun 
to  teach,  as  he  did  when  he  was  writing 
simply  from  the  deep  insight  that  he  had 
as  a  human  being... 
Why  did  you  write  Lesbian  Images? 

I  wrote  it  because  Doubleday  asked 
me  to  wrile  it  and  because  there  were 
books  coming  out  that  I  thought  were 
bad 

Did  you  encounter  any  problems  with 
the  publishers  this  time? 

No  They  were  very  good.  I  said  I 
would  not  sign  the  contract  unless  it  was 
absolutely  understood  that  I  would  write 
the  book  the  way  I  wanted  lo  write  it  and 
that  the  basic  assumption  would  be 
positive  The  only  difficulty  I  had  was  in 
getting  permission  to  quote  and  I  didn't  in 
some  cases.  The  Collette  estaie  threat- 
ened an  international  lawsuit.  However, 
there  were  other  people  who  were  very 
cooperative.  Willa  Cathers  estaie  was 
completely  helpful. 
Old  your  colleagues  and  students 
react  to  someone  who  was  now  an 
open  lesbian  writer? 

There's  very  little  to  say  because 
there's  been  very  little  reaction.  I  think 
it's  been  a  subject  that's  mortally  embar- 
Conilnued  on  pagt  17 
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rassed  people  tor  so  long  that  it  rhey  can 
avoid  >I,  they  will   I  certainly  didn't  go 
around  shoving  my  novels  m  people's 
faces  and  asking  whal  they  thought  of 
them  I  occasionally  wnte  for  Redbook 
and  Chatelaine  -  it's  usually  when  taxes 
come  due  and  I  need  some  money  And 
almost  always  when  one  ol  Ihose  stones 
came  out  one  of  my  colleagues  would 
come  and  say  "I  really  enjoyed  your 
story  m  Redbook.  I  picked  it  up  when  I 
was  al  the  dentist's  the  other  day  " 
(Nobody  ">  the  English  Depl .  of  course, 
has  a  subscription  to  Redbook  )  I  would 
get  responses  ol  thai  sort,  but  never 
about  the  books  unless  those  people 
were  also  personal  friends  ol  mine. 
Wouldn't  that  disappoint  you,  or  make 
you  angry? 

No,  in  a  way  I  like  living  a  private  life  I 
used  to  fantasize  thai  I  could  live  in  a 
place  where  nobody  within  200  miles 
could  read  anything  I'd  written.  I  don'l 
particularly  like  talking  in  detail  about  my 
work.  It's  done,  it's  over  for  me.  I  expect 
to  get  pretty  tired  talking  in  detail  about 
Lesbian  Images 

Have  there  been  any  social  occasions 
when  you  might  talk  with  colleagues 
or  students  about  lesbianism? 

No,  not  in  any  offictal  circumstance 
On  occasion  in  the  Writing  Departmenl 
when  a  story  raised  the  question  it  was 
discussed  And  Ihe  students.  I'm  sure, 
were  not  under  any  delusions  as  to  what 
my  sexuality  was.  But  though  my 
students  might  approach  me  with  their 
problems,  they  certainly  wouldn'l  ask  me 
any  personal  questions  Now  when  I  was 
in  consciousness  raising  groups  with  the 
women's  movement  thai  sort  of  thing 
happened  more  often.  I  think  it's 
because  t  have  a  rather  formal  address 
in  dealing  with  students  Perhaps  that's 
unfortunate  bur  it's  who  I  am. 
Tell  us  more  about  your  experience 
with  lesbian  and  feminist  conscious- 
ness raising. 

I  suppose  I  use  the  term  conscious- 
ness raising  very  loosely  because  in 
Vancouver  none  ol  us  had  any 
experience  with  it  so  we  all  got  together 
and  simply  talked.  I  think  I  mention  in 
Lesbian  Images  (hat  there  was  one 
night  when  (he  topic  ol  lesbianism  was 
raised  and  everybody  in  the  room  did 
want  to  deal  with  il  as  "them"  |  simply 
said    No,  we  can't.  There  are  lesbians 
in  this  group  and  it's  not  easy  for  a  lot  ol 
people  to  deal  with,  but  it  has  to  be  dealt 
with  In  Ihe  same  way  everything  else  has 
been  here  -  and  trial's  by  saying  either 
T  or  'you' .  And  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
say  T  "  1  was  the  only  one  in  the  room 
who  could. 

That's  when  a  number  of  women 
came  up  lo  you  after,  wasn't  ft... 

They  came  over  later  that  night  and 
some  of  them  said  they  lelt  as  if  they'd 
deserted  me  and  left  me  out  there  being 
Vancouver's  only  lesbian  as  usual. 
Others  said  I  was  trying  lo  flush  them  oul 
which  I  was  certainly  not  trying  to  do  I 
think  Ihal's  a  very  deep  personal  choice, 
complicated  by  a  lo!  of  different  things.  I 
would  never  put  somebody  in  the 
position  that  Kale  Milieu  was  put  in  tor 
example:  having  to  publicalry  claim 
bisexuality  at  a  time  when  she  didn't 
want  to  and  shouldn'l  have 
How  has  the  growth  of  the  gay  and 
women's  movements  affected  you7 

I  think  because  of  my  age  I  don't 
associate  my  own  growth  with  either  the 
women's  movemeni  or  ihe  gay  I  greeted 
both  ol  them  with  great  pleasure  and 
certainly  feel  much  more  al  home  in  the 
world  since  they've  been  operating.  But 
my  own  work  required  me  lo"move 
honestly  before  they  came  along   I  was 
writing  short  stones  for  The  Ladder  in 
the  old  days  when  I  was  the  only  one  in 
Ihe  whole  magazine  who  used  my  own 
name. 

The  expenence  ol  people  claiming 
sexual  identity  when  there  is  a 
movemeni  involved  is  in  some  ways  very 
supportive  and  very  good.  On  Ihe  other 
hand,  it  seems  to  me  il  you  take  your 
courage  from  a  group  and  then  find  that 
group  is  nol  as  supportive  as  you 
needed  it  to  be.  you  re  in  worse  trouble 
than  il  you  wandered  around  alone  and 
had  lo  solve  thai  problem  for  yoursell 
What  do  you  feel  about  the  relation- 
ship between  the  gay  and  woman's 
movements? 


Of  course,  there  s  a  great  deal  of 
hassle  as  to  where  a  woman  should  be 
vis-a-vis  the  two  The  gay  movement  is 
male  dominated,  and  very  uncomfortably 
50.  Mind  you.  (he  women's  movemeni  ts 
heterosexual ty  dominated  which  makes  it 
very  uncomfortable  tor  a  great  many 
lesbians.  I  think  a  lot  of  lesbians  feel  that 
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they  have  to  have  a  movement  ol  their 
own  -  otherwise  they'll  be  Irounced  on 
by  the  majority  in  each  ol  the  other 
movements.  I  suppose  I  don't  mysell 
think  thai  any  movemeni  takes  up  my 
entire  interest.  Nor  do  I  feel  that  my 
primary  commitmenl  which  is  to  art.  is  a 
result  of  personal  ambition  I  feel  it  is  a 
calling,  and  is  to  be  served  first.  And  if  it 
has  a  good  tall-out  in  the  direction  ol 
people  understanding  other  people  better 
and  therefore  perhaps  living  a  little  more 
lovingly  -  that's  great. 
Do  you  think  that  work  that  is  both 
honest  and  Informed  can  have  bad 
fallout? 

Yes.  I  think,  for  example,  of  poor  old 
Goethe  stuck  with  people  committing 
suicide  all  over  Europe  after  he  brought 
out  a  romantic  book  about  a  young  man 
who  killed  himself  for  love.  I  know  thai  il 
is  bewildering  lo  me,  in  a  much  less 
melodramatic  circumstance,  to  deal  with 
the  number  of  people  who  read  my 
books  and  therefore  leel  that  because  I 
can  understand  them  it  is  necessary  tor 
me  to  do  so.  I've  had  people  come  up  to 
me  and  say:  "I've  read  your  books  and 
therefore  have  realized  that  I'm  a  lesbian 
and  now  you've  got  to  cope  with  me. "  In 
terms  of  numbers  il  would  be  impossible, 
even  if  you  thought  you  should. 
How  do  you  feel  about  being  involved 
in  the  more  public  aspects  of 
movement  work  -  marches,  meetings 
and  so  on. 

I've  never  gone  on  a  march  or  been  al 
mass  meeting  because  human  beings 
large  collections  terrify  me  out  of  my 
mind.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  my  moral 
choosing  has  to  do  with  my  nervous 
system  and  always  has.  One  ol  the 
peculiar  things  about  being  a  writer  is 
that  you  choose  lo  be  one  because 
you're  most  comfortable  with  your  back 
lo  the  world.  Now  many  writers  have 
been  turned  into  performers,  and  some 
wnters  are  good  at  it.  But  a  greal  many 
more  are  like  me,  people  who  think  besi 
given  a  slow,  silent  pace,  and  say  what 
they  want  on  paper  rather  than 
articulating  it  off  the  fop  of  their  heads, 
'  think  my  not  being  involved  in  any 
demons  I  rations  simply  has  to  do  with  my 
not  wanting  to  put  my  body  on  the  line 
anywhere.  I  remember  one  woman 
saying  lo  me  when  there  was  a  lot  ol 
conflict:    Now  whal  we  ought  to  do  is 
body  trust  exercises     And  I  said 
"Listen,  I  don't  trust  you  in  your  head. 
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and  my  mind  is  a  much  saler  place  than 
my  body.  My  body  is  a  frail  instrument. 
and  I  take  good  care  ol  it  It  I  don't  trust 
how  you  feel  or  how  you  think,  doing 
body  exercises  is  not  going  to  do  a  thing 
for  either  of  us.  It's  a  silly  game."  I'm 
very  sell  protective  in  that  mortal  sense  I 
don't  like  lo  be  in  automobiles;  I'd  |ust  as 
soon  not  be  in  cities.  The  whole  political 
movement  is  one  that  I  don't  deal  with 
simply  by  temperament. 

The  biggesl  audience  that  I've  ever 
been  m  that  I  lelt  responsible  lor  was 
when  Kale  Miliett  came  to  speak  here  I 
took  her  up  on  to  Ihe  platform,  and 
looked  out  at  1700  people  jammed  into 
a  room  thai  should  have  held  800.  and  I 
was  hard  put  not  to  recognize  a  face  I 
knew  It  was  the  most  beautiful 
experience  I  ever  had.  To  took  oul  and 
see  that  many  people,  and  know  that 
she  was  in  human  hands,  nol  in  the 
hands  of  the  mob  And  she  was  amazed. 
It  was  Ihe  first  meeting  that  she  had 
done  in  a  year  when  she  hadn't  been 
badly  trashed.  People  had  really  come  to 
listen  -  perhaps  to  disagree  -  bul  to  be 
with  her  and  lo  hear  what  she  had  to 
say. 

On  being  "out".  Many  of  us  feel  that  it 
makes  no  difference  what  effect  the 
revelation  of  our  gayness  might  have 
on  straight  people  we  might  know.  If  It 
hurts  or  embarrasses  them,  too  bad... 

I  do  think  it's  a  very  healthy  thing  to 
get  to  the  point  ol  realizing  thai  if 
somebody  you  care  about  is  going  to  be 
hurt  by  the  (acl  of  your  sexual  orien- 
tation, [hat  is  their  problem.  And  It's  a 
problem  I  feel  enormously  sympathetic 
lo,  just  like  a  broken  arm  And  1  would  be 
perfectly  willing  to  help.  Bul  I'm  not  going 
to  think  it's  my  problem. 
What  are  your  feelings  about  monog- 
amy in  relationships? 

I  can!  imagine  being  in  lavor  of  it  or 
against  it  as  an  idea.  I  think  our  sexual 
lives  are  extremely  complicated,  and  our 
choices  are  usually  not  based  on  politics 
I  think  there  are  hazards  to  any  choice, 
and  I  sure  as  hell  don't  know  which  one's 
right,  even  for  me. 

I  was  tempted  to  ascribe  to  you  an 
attitude  in  one  of  your  stories  -  "My 
Country  Wrong".  The  narrator  feels 
that  casual  sex  Is  fine  for  everyone 
else,  but  that  she  can't  handle  It,  and 
needs  the  security  of  monogamy. 

I'm  not  that  character  by  the  way  Bul 
I  hope  that's  a  very  shrewd  character- 
ization She  says  to  herself    "This  is 
perfectly  ridiculous.  Here  I  am  with  a 
young  woman  and  (his  is  a  meaningful 
encounier  for  her.  So  why  am  I  sitting 
around  saying  No'  lo  it  for  no  reason  at 
all?  It  won't  affect  my  lile,  and  saying  no 
might  be  very  hurtful  lo  her  Whai  kind  of 
morality  is  that?"  I  do  think  that  every 
question  of  how  a  relationship  is  delined 
is  one  [hat  can  only  be  answered  by  the 
people  involved,.,  again  this  is  probably  a 
novelist's  answer  Choices  made  by 
people  on  (he  basis  ol  ideas  really  don't 
lake  into  account  the  enormous 
emotional  concerns  that  have  nothing  to 
do  with  ideas,  and  which,  in  fact,  get  in 
the  way  of  ideas  all  the  time.  There  are 
problems  in  whatever  choice  you  make. 
and  I  think  they're  based  on  need,  not 
politics. 

Yet  politics  might  lead  a  couple  strug- 
gling with  monogamy  to  realize  that 
the  struggle  Is  unnecessary  and  that 
the  ideal  Is  a  false  one... 

I  think  one  of  the  sad  things  about  our 
moral  state  at  the  moment  is  that  we 
have  tots  of  negative  morality  and  no 
positive.  Nobody  is  really  for  long  term 
relationships.  Everybody  knows  ad  naus- 
eam how  very  difficult  long  term  rela- 
tionships are  and  how  many  ol  them  go 
on  the  rocks.  Or  should  have  if  they 
didn't.  But  I  don't  think  we  yet  have 
enough  experience  to  know  what  other 
ways  there  are  to  live  that  are  less  des- 
tructive  Many  of  the  attempls  lo  live 
outside  a  monogamous  relationship  have 
been  very  destructive  -  why  shouldn't 
they  be  with  all  the  guilt  tnppmg  that's 
going  on.  A  bit  like  the  gay  experience  It 
has  sometimes  been  negative  because 
we've  been  repressed,  because  we've 
been  given  a  very  narrow  place  to  live   I 
would  mistrust  anybody  who  went 
around  saying  that  because  monogamy 
has  oppressed  us  all,  we  must  stop  and 
do  something  better  But  then  I  object  to 


a  model  (hat  says  we  have  to  be  sexual 
it  we  don'l  want  to  be 
Of  course,  there  Is  a  great  deal  of 
emphasis  now  on  the  importance  of 
personal  relationships,  and  If  you 
suppress  that  aspect  of  your  life  in 
favour  of  your  work,  or  your  an,  then 
you're  strangling  something  important 

Thai  probably  sounds  very  different  to 
you  il  you're  a  man   Women  have  been 
taught  all  their  lives  that  nothing  is  more 
important  than  serving  and  loving  other 
people,  and  rl  they  happen  to  be  singers 
or  writers.,   well,  that  won!  do.  They 
must  serve  their  husbands  and  children. 
Create  a  peaceful  space  so  that  their 
husbands  can  be  great  and  their  children 
can  grow  up  to  be  wondrous.  To  say  Ihat 
to  a  man  can  be  a  revelation:  "You  mean 
I  don't  have  to  spend  my  enlire  time 
pushing  and  shoving  and  being  an 
impersonal  person,  you  mean  I  really  can 
care  about  personal  relations.  ..?"  Given 
our  upbringing,  it's  a  revelation  from  a 
male  point  of  view,  and  an  oppression 
Irom  a  female  point  of  view.  And  both  of 
them  are  valid.  But  the  sex  difference  is 
huge.  II  you  have  never  been  allowed  to 
lake  yourself  senously  and  be  interested 
in  your  own  work,  (hen  to  be  told  Ihe 
liberating  Ihing  is  personal  relations.  . 
you  listen  lo  a  woman  who  has  four  kidsl 
Have  you  ever  been  a  religious 
person? 

No.  I've  always  been  interesled  in 
comparative  religion.  But  as  an  institution 
I've  always  found  it  lunalicalty  repressive. 
Though  I  like  theatre,  and  I've  seen 
some  very  good  theatre  in  churches.  I 
went  to  Westminster  Abbey  and  got 
mistaken  for  Eleanor  Roosevelt's  grand- 
child and  got  put  In  (he  same  pew  with 
her  and  that  was  really  fine.  Only  my 
mother  was  horrified.  Of  course,  she's  a 
Republican.  Again,  lor  people  who  find 
the  metaphors  ol  religion  significant  and 
useful,  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
shouldn't  use  them.  II  wouldn't  appeal  to 
me.  But  then  again,  I'm  a  toner  I  don't 
really  leel  I  have  lo  be  a  member  ol  any- 
thing but  Ihe  community  ol  human 


THE  LESBIANFEMINIST 
SATIRE  MAGAZENE 


SUBSCRIPTION  PER   YEAR  17. OC 


School  got  you  down? 


Then  bring  it  down! 

With  the  YduUi  Liberation  Oigmuum  Kll  11 
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Fi.  Lauderdale.  Fla.  33308 
PHONE  (3051  5664376 


Enjoy  'he  Florida  Fun  and  Sun  in  a  friendly, 
informal  atmosphere.  Comfortable  rooms  and  apart 
menti.  Your  hosts  are  Pete  and  Ed. 
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Selected  Plays,  1968-1974 

Martin  Duberman 

Two  previously  unpublished  full  length  plays  and  five  one- 
aciers  by  the  noted  historian  and  playwright  dealing  with 
the  variety  of  stereotypic  masculine  roles  in  our  contempo- 
rary culture  —  the  "male  armor"  that  men  use  to  protect 
themselves  from  their  own  energy  and  especially  from  their 
sexual  energy. 

S8.95,  paper 
At  booksellers  or  order  direct  from  the  publisher 
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Closet  Study  ot  the  Year 

"Seventy -seven  washroom  -in  lermis- 
sion  studies  were  made  lo  relate 
washroom  use  in  terms  of  arrival  rales, 
duration,  and  frequency  ot  fixture  use.  tc 
population  The  influence  of  alcohol  con- 
sumption and  some  problems  ot 
washroom  layout  are  also  considered 
Some  simulations  ot  use  were  conduc- 
ted lo  provide  data  on  waiting  times  lor 
a  range  of  fixture  provisxwis." 
(National  Research  Council's  Building 
Research  Paper  No.  435.) 
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answered 

i  am  In  need  oi  nei 

denco  because  or  the  loneliness  in  my 


pintiainnrg| 

Civil  Service 


very  own  I'm  dark  stunned  &  28, 
5*1 1",  1S7  lbs  Im  well  endowed 
Otherwise,  I'm  senous  minded  with  an 
education  ot  both  high  school  and 
some  college  Pteasewniesoon  Love 
is  the  seed  ot  the  world  Clarence  E 
Wilson,    S.N     137-825,    Cnnlicolhe, 

Ohio  45601 

GAY  PENFRIENDS:  Subscription  SS 
US  yearty.onetreead.TEENSgiven 


gives  in 


The  Civil  Service  Commission  ol  the 
United  Slates  has  issued  a  proclamation 
forbidding  discrimination  against  gays 
based  on  the  'morality"  of  their  sexual 
orientation  The  decision  affects  over  2V. 
million  federal  employees. 

Tne  struggle  to  protect  employees 
from  job  dismissal  solely  because  of  their 
gayness  started  back  in  1957  when 
Franklin  Kameny  (now  President  ol  the 
Mattachlne  Society  ol  Washington,  DC) 
was  fired  from  his  job  as  an  astronomer 
for  the  US  Army  Map  Service.  The 
government  admitted  firing  Kameny 
because  he  was  gay.  After  much  political 
pressure  exerted  by  organized  gays  and 
after  a  number  of  court  cases  which  sup- 
ported the  rights  of  gays,  the  Commis- 
sion issued  its  new  guidelines. 

They  state  in  part:  "Court  decisions 
require  thai  persons  not  be  disqualified 
from  federal  employ m en  1  solely  on  the 
basis  ol  homosexual  conduct.  The 
Commission  and  agencies  have  been 
enjoined  not  to  find  a  person  unsuitable 
for  federal  employment  solely  because 
thai  person  is  a  homosexual  or  has  en- 
gaged in  homosexual  acts, 

"Based  upon  these  court  decisions 
and  outstanding  Injunction,  while  a  person 
may  not  be  found  unsuitable  based  on 
unsubstantiated  conclusions  concerning 
possible  embarrassment  to  the  federal 
service,  a  person  may  be  dismissed  or 
found  unsuitable  for  federal  employment 
where  the  evidence  establishes  that  such 
person's  sexual  conduct  affects  job 
fitness " 

The  US  guidelines  do  not,  however 
cover  employees  of  the  FBI.  CIA, 
Federal  Reserve  Board,  Tennessee  Val- 
ley Authority,  atomic  energy  agencies 
and  the  Foreign  Service. 

The  US  victory  is  of  more  than  pas- 
sing  interest  to  Canadian  gays.  It  serves 
as  an  international  precedent  in  support 
of  the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition's 
demand  thai  discnmination  against  gay 
employees  in  all  branches  of  the  federal 
government,  including  the  Civil  Service. 


Lies  the  CBC  told  you 

Cora,  the  women's  liberation  book- 
mobile, faced  a  few  problems  in  Orillia. 
Ontario  when  they  stopped  for  a  short 
time.  A  man  in  the  town  made  a 
complaint  to  the  police  that  the  book- 
mobile was  distributing  pornographic 
material  (The  Other  Woman  and  the 
Birth  Control  and  VO  Handbook)  The 
officers  concerned  lound  nothing  wrong 
with  the  matenal  in  question.  However, 
the  bookmobile  was  parked  illegally  in  a 
one-hour  parking  spac*  and  had  to 
move. 

The  media  reported  that  the  book- 
mobile had  been  'driven out  of  town".  A 
reporter  on  the  CBC  national  news  held 
up  the  lesbian  issue  of  The  Other 
Woman  and  then  showed  a  picture  ol 
two  men  making  love  which  was  no!  in 
the  issue,  citing  ri  as  an  example  of  the 
pornographic  matenal  carried  on  the  bus 

Once  again  the  patnarchal  press 
spreads  its  lies. 


Feminist  News  Service 


INMATE  a)  Chiiitcothe  Correctional 
Institute,  Black, 5'4",l2Slbs  lam  very 
lonely  and  want  very  much  to  hear 
from  some  kind  and  understanding 
individual.  WntB  Robert  Madison, 
138723.  Box  5500,  Chllllcothe,  Ohio 
45601,  USA 

WORK 


TELEVISION  and  Au 
general  locksmithing 
able  at  low  rales  to  gay  clientele  by  a 
qualified  electronic  and  s acuity  tech- 
nician For  inlormatlori,  rates  and 
service  calls,  phone  B.I  Services, 
collect,  al  (416)895-8271. 10am  to  12 
noon  only,  Mon-Fn  Quality  and  dis- 
cretion Guaranteed 
SHOULD  THE  INDIVIDUAL  who 
contacted  Brand  Industnea  regard- 
ing freelance  work  as  an  elect  ncian 
last  July  be  still  Interested,  please 
contact  me  at  your  convenience  at 
895-8271,  collect.  D.G    Brand.  Dir- 


OTHER 


ARE  YOU  TIRED  ol  meeting  the  same 
people?  Do  you  need  companion- 
ship? Just  sitting  around  wishing  won'i 
help  Are  you  looking  tor  compan- 
ionship, love  or  lust  a  Iriend  Beau- 
tiful boy  studs  hung  ihe  way  you  like 
Remember  wishing  won't  help  Write 
lor  more  informalton  All  Cheflen  & 
Co  P.O.  Box  5867,  Kansas  City.  Mo 
66111. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  IN  THE  FALL 

Just  beauttfull  But  don't  be  lonely 
during  your  next  visit.  Young,  hand- 
some man  will  accompany  you  to 
shows,  dinner,  sigh! -seeing.  Reason- 
able Photo  on  request.  Oominlck.  250 
Fell  Si  #25  SF.Cal.  94102  Personal 

LIKE  PRIVATE  LESSONS  in 
delence  from  Gay  instructor.  Inst 
lion  in  Oefendo  or  even  Wrestling 
acceptable  but  not  Interested  in  formal 
Judo,  Karate.  Kung  Fu  disciplines  Will 
correspond  wilh  olhers  having  sir  " 
interests.  Reply  giving  details, 
penence  lo  Drawer  266 
ARE  YOU  one  ot  the  20,000  gay 
people  languishing  in  Mississauga? 
New  group  Information.  Wnte  Elgin 
Blair,  PO  Box  6248,  Postal  Sin.  A, 

Toronto.        m 

WINNIPEG  -  Be  sure  to  visit  The 
Ofioe  Balh,  an  Intimate  relaxaiion 
studio  lor  men,  1060  Main  Street 
Phone  589-6133. 


HOW 

TO  TELL 

WHEN  YOUR 

SUBSCRIPTION 

EXPIRES 

(AND  WHY 

YOU  SHOULD 

RENEW  NOW) 

In  the  upper  right  hand  comer  of 
your      address      label      are 
numbers.  The  first  la  the  numtx 

number  of  the  laaue  wllh  which 
your  subscription  expires. 

But    why    welt    until    ih- 
posslble  moment  Renew  now 
be  sure  ot  not  missing  a  (Ingle 
laaue  ol  THE  BODY  POLITIC. 

Of  course,  If  you  don't  have  .a 
subscription  currently,  we'd  like 
you  to  subscribe;  (2.50  second 
class,  £3.50  first  class  tor  one  year. 


OliP  IMAGE 


The  Homosexual: 
Newly  Visible, 
Newly  Understood 

Time  Magazine 
October  31,  1969 

Gays  on  the  March 

Time  Magazine, 
Septembers,  1975 

Time  magazine  reaches  a  lol  ot 
people  The  last  (1972)  circulation  fig- 
ures which  I  have  seen  put  total  world 
sates  al  slightly  less  than  5  million,  which 
means  a  readership  close  lo  15  mil- 
lion And  Times  got    prestige    to  boot. 

The  September  5.  1975  issue  ol  Time 
devoted  not  only  six  pages  ol  text  lo 
gayness  but  also  featured  on  its  front 
cover  a  color  picture  of  Sargean! 
Leonard  Matlovich  of  the  United  Slates 
A«  Force.  The  accompanying  caption  (in 
over  one  inch,  heavy  black  tellers) 
bristled   "I  AM  A  HOMOSEXUAL"  Just 
Short  of  six  years  (Oct.  31.  1969)  since  it 
first  explored  the  everyday  aspects  of 
our  lives,  this  second  endeavor  warrants 
a  close  and  critical  reading. 

In  terms  of  visual  content  [here  has 
been  notable  progress  Not  only  is  the 
front  cover  a  dramatic  eyecafcher.  (Mat- 
lovich, a  pleasant  if  not  wholesome  look- 
ing man,  is  photographed  wearing  his 
Vietnam  decorations]  but  subsidiary  lo 
the  mam  title  appears,  "The  Gay  Drive 
for  Acceptance'    That  is  an  advance 
when  you  remember  thai  in  the  previous 
issue  (he  word  gay'  was  used  only  three 
times,  once  in  the  slogan  "gay  is  good" 
and  twice  in  captions  (In  the  current 
issue,  even  a  little  etymological  back- 
ground as  lo  the  usage  of  gay'  is 
offered,  attributing  its  gay  meaning  to 
Gertrude  Slein) 

Insidiously  negative  is  the  best  des- 
cription for  ihe  captions  which  attended 
the  illustrative  material  in  the  69  survey: 
one  for  example  asserted  "a  kind  of 
homintern"  existed  "in  some  areas", 
despite  Ihe  fact  that  in  the  body  of  the 
article  this  allegation  is  explicitly  refuted. 
Picture  captions  are  significant  since 
many  readers  who  only  skim  an  article 
glean  an  overall  impression  from  them. 
This  lime  round,  photo  subtitles  are  stric- 
tly descriptive;  In  lact  loo  much  so.  Time 
might  have  observed  the  common  pub- 
lishing courtesy  of  identifying  Bruce 
Voeller  and  Bill  Bland  as  the  "activist 
couple  at  home",  especially  since  Voeller 
(President  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  in  the  US)  supplied  the  editors 
with  no  less  than  75%  ol  the  information 
contained  in  the  report.  Moreover,  after 
six  years,  it  is  by  no  means 
unreasonable  to  expect  a  "behavior 
editor"  who  is  worth  his  stimulus  and 
response  to  recognize  the  difference 
between  a  transvestite  and  a  cycle  slut. 
On  lo  the  text.  Two  cheers  for  the  tact 
lhai  this  time  gays  are  not  verbally  blud- 
geoned with  sledgehammer  moralizing 
like,    the  homosexual  subculture...  is 
withouf  question,  shallow  and  unstable. 
Nor  is  there  the  egregious  and  inhuman 
condescension  of  "for  the  time  being 
at  least  there  is  a  savage  nng  of  truth  lo 
the  now  famous  line  from  The  Soys  In 
the  Band    Show  me  a  happy  homo- 
sexual, and  I'll  show  you  a  gay  corpse." 
AJI  of  which  lead  lo  the  final  sentence, 
lo  those  last  thirty-two  words  which  so 
unashamedly  asserted  that  liberal  lar- 
gesse ol  heterosexual  hegemony:  "The 
challenge  to  Amencan  society  is  simul- 
taneously to  devise  civilized  ways  of  dis- 
couraging the  condition  and  to  alleviate 
the  anguish  ot  those  who  cannot  "be 
helped,  or  do  not  wish  to  be."  There  was 
obviously  so  much  wrong  with  Time's 
first  effort  that  almost  anything  trom  a 
liberal  is  h  point  ol  view  was  bound  lo 
come  off  belter. 

Time's  circulation  in  Canada  is  more 
than  425.000  weekly  As  in  the  last 
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p,  there  is  no  mention  of  gays  here 
or  elsewhere  in  the  world.  That  is  infur- 
iating given  the  facl  of  Time's  present  lax 
concessions  in  Canada.  Gay  women 
came  off  slightly  better  than  before  - 
which  was,  incidentally,  barely  a 
mention   In  75  a  modicum  ol  attention 
was  paid  to  lesbian  feminism  but  none  to 
lesbian  separatism.  So.  in  effeel,  to  the 
editors  of  the  old  Luce  machine,  gay- 
ness basically  still  means  male  and 
middle-class.  Given  these  limitations,  the 
coverage  was  nonetheless  decidedly 
improved. 

One  can  be  thankful  for  several  things 
In  chronicling  some  ol  Ihe  advances 
which  have  been  won  in  the  gay  struggle 
over  Ihe  past  six  years  in  the  US.  Time 
does  credit  this  success  to  the  work  of 
gay  people.  In  fact,  Ihe  improved  cover- 
age in  this  year's  report  must  be  attrib- 
uted lo  the  dedication  and  determin- 
ation of  gay  people,  themselves;  united 
in  common  effort.  Any  changes  in  the 
attitude  of  Time's  editors  to  gay  people  is 
attnbutabte  to  the  political  facl  of  life  that 
gays  simply  would  not  tolerate  another 
'69  travesty.  Time's  better  coverage  is  to 
be  adjudged  not  a  boon  to  but  a  victory 
for  gay  liberation." 

Welcomed  loo  is  the  diminution  of 
psychiatric  prattle  -  but  ohl  were  its 
labbers  tongue-tied  forever.  Time,  ending 
its  report,  quotes  one  of  them:  "Any- 
thing goes  is  a  legitimate  attitude  for 
consenting  adults  toward  each  other,  but 
for  a  culture  to  declare  It  as  a  credo  15  lo 
miss  entirely  the  stake  all  of  us  have  in 
the  harmony  between  the  sexes  and  in 
the  family  as  the  irreplaceable  necessity 
of  society.  This  is  a  society  that  is 
increasingly  denying  its  impotence  by 
calling  it  tolerance,  preaching  resig- 
nation and  naming  all  this  progress."  All 
of  us?  -  even  dykes  and  fags?  Time-ly 
words  for  Ihe  bicentennial  though. 

And,  oh  yes,  the  homintern  seems  to 
have  been  intoned  at  long  last  and  - 
gratefully  -  without  an  epitaph. 

'""  are  told  (hat  no  one  knows 
whether  gayness  is  on  the  increase.  But 
Time  really  knows  otherwise.  If  in  1969, 
as  it  reported,  there  were  an  estimated  4 
million  gays,  and  given  the  US's  pro- 
hibitive legislation  dealing  with  gay  immi- 
gration, added  to  Ihe  facl  that  gays 
probably  die  in  proportion  to  the  rest  ot 
the  population;  then,  since  Time  now 
says  there  are  5  million  gays,  we  can 
only  conclude  that  we  are  on  the 
increase  by  about  t66,667+  per  year 
Furthermore,  Time  must  also  know  that 
those  one  million  new  gays  are  some- 
where between  the  ages  ol  birth  and  six 
years.  Now  I  wonder  what  sexual  identity 
theonsts  will  do  with  that  bit  ol  infor- 
mation? 

After  positing  Its  5  million  figure,  Time 
goes  on  to  note  that  the  "more  political" 
gays  who  "like"  to  consider  themselves  a 
minority  group"  estimate  the  figure 
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much  higher  The  statistical  debate  is  for 
the  moment  secondary  to  the  more 
essential  point  as  to  whether  gay  people 
constitute  a  minority  group,  a  persecuted 
minority  group.  AS  Time's  language  tells, 
it  wavers  in  fully  assigning  us  that 
political  description  That  is  significant 
because  lis  reluctance  commences  with 
Ihe  fourth  paragraph  of  the  story  and 
informs  Ihe  remaining  five  pages  How? 
Simply  because  the  question  of  the 
status  of  gays  is  the  single  most 
important  political  question  which  Time 
could  consider.  Why?  Because  minority 
group'  is  the  ultimate  political  designation 
which  the  liberal  press  has  for  attempting 
to  understand  oppression  in  a  systematic 
way. 

That  Time  is  basically  hostile  to  the 
broader  political  aspecls  ol  homosex- 
uality is  betrayed  by  its  evaluation  of  Ihe 
gay  strategy  for  liberation  -  "Though 
strategically  effective,  the  analogy  with 
blacks  surely  begs  the  question  of 
whether  homosexuality  is  as  irrelevant 
and  accidental  as  skin  color.  The  belief 
that  some  homosexuality,  at  least, 
comes  from  emotional  disturbance  has 
been  shaken  in  recent  years,  but  not  laid 
to  rest."  Nor  has  the  myth  of  black  infer- 
iority, but  what's  that  got  to  to  with  op- 
pression? 

In  other  words,  the  limits  of  Time's 
"acceptance"  is  defined  by  the  narrow 
notion  ot  toleration  based  on  civil  rights. 
For  two  pages  on  we  read  that  "as  a  civil 
rights  issue,  the  argument  ol  homosex- 
ual militants  is  persuasive..."  But  "rt  is 
one  thing  lo  remove  legal  discrimination 
against  homosexuals.  It  is  another  to 
mandate  approval ."  By  framing  the  issue 
of  gay  oppression  and  liberation  thus. 
Time  can  safely  ensconce  itself  in  the 
luxury  of  supposed  objectivity  There  are 
two  points  to  be  made  about  this. 

First,  Time's  view  of  change  is  wholly 
legalistic,  that  is,  it  sustains  the  iheory  of 
change  which  argues  that  if  it  can  not  be 
legislated  it  can  not  be  done  Yet  sup- 
posing that  approval  could  be  mandated, 
should  it  be  and  how  much,  Time  surrep- 
titiously asks?  Its  answer  is  naturally 
equivocal,  which  makes  the  second 
point. 

In  a  society  which  is  generally  homo- 
phobic, by  being  "objective"  in  Its 
approach.  Time  is  unqualifiedly  making  a 
judgement  in  conteni  -  gayness  is.  at 
best,  second  best  Which  serves  to 
perpetuate  a  structure  of  oppression  that 
Sargeant  Matfowch  (and  how  many 
countless  others'')  experienced  and  only 
came  to  realize  as  such  after  his  first 
homosexual  experience  al  age  30 

He  told  a  reporter.  "I  had  never  held 
another  person  in  my  arms,  never  kissed 
another  person  since  I  was  a  child 
except  for  my  family." 

by  Herb  Spiers 
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The  City  Show 

Theatre  Passe  Muraille 
St.  Paul's  Centre 
Toronto 

Imagine  a  straight  couple  -  Bill  and 
Lois.  He  is  29  and  articling;  already 
(avours  nubby  panis,  smokes  a  pipe. 
She  is  29  too,  8A  in  Sociology  but  . 
staying  at  home  this  year.  (No  kids, 
she's  fi  nding  herself )  Spends  every 
second  Wednesday  nighl  with  the 
Neighbourhood  Committee  for  A  Better 
Life  for  Indigents.  Makes  her  own  jams. 
Imagine  their  having  gone  to  Toronto  lor 
their  vacation  (well,  try)  Imagine  having 
to  enthuse  over  their  photos  of  their  trip 
and  you'll  have  some  idea  of  what 
transpired  at  Passe  Muraille's  City  Show 
( thankfully  closing  before  this  hits  the 
stands.) 

The  Passe  Muraille  group  are  tourists. 
To  research  this  show  they  spent  a  full 
day  being  titillated  by  Toronto's  nasty 
underbelly.  Then  safely  back  in  their  own 
living  rooms  they  cluck  indignantly  over 
the  plight  of  this  city's  drunks  and  poor, 
pin  all  the  blame  on  metro  chairman  Paul 
Godlrey  and  voter  apathy  yet  neverthe- 
less get  misty-eyed  at  the  real  human- 
ity they  found  out  there  and  (hold  onto 
your  wedgies  lor  this  one)  the  possibility 
of  Canada's  becoming  the  moral  cons- 
cience of  the  world.  Shake  together  with 
forgettable  songs  belled  out  al  a  decibel 
level  somewhere  this  side  of  a  747 
engine,  some  embarrassingly  flabby 
dancing  and  4  excruciatingly  smug 
"personals"  from  Ihe  cast  and  you  get 
one  ot  your  flimsier  Iheatncal  conlections 
of  the  season. 

Hard  words.  But  if  Passe  Muraille's 
"immersion  research"  system  ever 
worked  it  is  not  working  now  It  is 
superficial  dabbling  passed  off  as  real 
insight  and  it  is  lime  we  were  angry 
aboul  it  -  angry  for  what  II  does  to  the 
people  it  condescends  lo  study  and 
serve  up.  1  know  -  because  our  people 
were  among  those  who  made  Ihe  grade 
this  time. 

I  feel  half  responsible.  After  I  Love 
You  Baby  Blue  (Passe  Muraille's  lasl 
attempt  at  chronicling  the  mores  of 
Toronto).  I  tilted  with  Paul  Thompson, 
Ihe  group's  managing  director,  tor  having 
mounted  a  play  about  Ihe  sexual 
atmosphere  of  Toronto  which  did  not 
even  note  the  existence  of  gay  people.  I 
bite  my  tongue  What  we  get  this  time  is 
a  look  into  one  of  Toronto's  gay  bars. 
Three  lesbians  being  empty  in  one 
comer  Two  gay  men  whining,  exchang- 
ing vacuous  gossip,  fawning  over  the 
hunky  number  who  just  might  be  "or 
Lines  like.    Well  you  can  have  her  first 
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Mafy  bul  it  you  ever  need  a  day  off  I'll  Be 
glad  to  pinch  flit."  What  is  there  left  to 
say  about  this  sort  ol  thing? 

II  a  group  can  be  thai  superficial,  thai 
i trespo risible.  I  will  distrust  their  heads 
and  minds  in  everything  else  they 
attempt.  I  can  only  conclude  that  the 
poor,  Ihe  old,  the  broken  were  as  ill 
served  as  we  were. 

Bul  they  really  did  leel  bad  about 
them  I  mean  they  really  cared  thai 
thousands  ol  our  rubbles  wouldn't  make 
ii  through  the  winter  Theatre  Passe 
Mum  i  lit1  would  be  happiest  knitting 
sweaters  lor  the  poor  Let's  do  ourselves 

favour  Send  them  the  wool. 
by  Gerald  Hannon 

Also  Available  in 
Paperback 

Second  City  Theatre 
Toronto 

The  five  talented  performers  in  (he 
latesl  Second  City  review  have  attemp- 
ted less  than  Passe  Muraille.  They  are 
after  an  evening  ol  satire  and  light  humor 

the  ambience  of  booze  and  cigarette 
smoke  allows  'or  little  else  But  they  are 
successful  The  matenal  is  pointed,  brisk 
and  vaned.  Timing  is  excellent  and,  per- 
haps most  impodant  tor  this  sod  ol 
show,  Ihe  performers  know  when  to  stop. 
It  there  is  any  weakness,  il  is  the 
occasional  tendency  to  be  a  bit  broken 
up  by  their  own  matenal   II  anything 
reduces  Ihe  humorous  polential  of  a 
situation,  it  is  the  sight  ol  pedormers 
barely  able  to  suppress  laughter  at  their 
own  shenanigans. 

Unlike  Passe  Muraille.  they  derive  the 
comic  by  exploiting  something  other  than 
the  superficialities  ol  the  situation.  Again. 
we  ana  in  a  bar  But  it  is  a  singles  bar 
thts  time,  not  a  gay  bar  filled  with  left- 
over stereotypes  from  some  50's  novel 
with  a  title  like  "Men  of  the  Twilight 
World."  A  gay  man  and  a  straight 
woman  are  talking.  He  seems  to  be 
fleeing  his  gayness  -  the  heart  sank  at 
this  bul  it  did  not  lead  to  what  I  had 
expected:  the  discovery  thai  they  were 
really  "right"  lor  each  other  and  he'd 
been  on  the  wrong  track  and  so  on.  This 
time  they  both  begin  to  catalogue  the 
drawbacks  of  having  relationships  with 
men  -  straight  men  or  straight -acting 
men  -  but  men  in  either  case  who  have 
a  vested  interest     in  supporting  the 
macho  stereotype,  and  who  need 
someone  who  will  be  correspondingly 
submissive  Eilher  a  woman,  or  a  gay 
man.  The  humor  here  revolves,  of 

se.  about  the  tact  that  a  man  should 
be  expressing  sentiments  more  generally 
associated  with  women  Bul  il  makes  the 
fine  political  point  that  it  doesn't  matter  if 
you're  straight  or  gay  or  il  you  happen  to 
be  involved  with  a  good,  ok)  'ashioned 
"man"   You're  in  trouble  either  way 

Benjamin  Gordon  and  Oave  Thomas 
are  taJented  improvisers.  Though  inter- 
estingly enough,  they  met  their  match 
when  they  tried  to  improvise  a  scene  as 
it  Oscar  Wilde  had  been  Ihe  author  To 
duplicate  or  even  satinze  those  verbal 
felicities  requires  more  than  an  English 
accent,  haughty  mien,  and  the  occas- 
ional fag"  iciv.t?  And  this  skii  wasn't  the 


only  time  that  evening  when  the 
pedormers  relied  on  that  kind  of  humor 
for  a  cheap  laugh.  They  were  not  really 
vicious  jabs  They  know  well  enough  thai 
a  reference  to  homosexuality  is  usually 
enough   It  makes  people  nervous,  and 
nervous  people  in  a  situation  they  know 
is  meant  to  enledain  them,  will  laugh   It  s 
hard  to  resent  this  sort  ol  thing  deeply, 
particularly  at  the  rather  innocuous  level 
at  which  il  is  practised  by  the  pedormers 
ol  Second  City.  Perhaps  if  we,  as 
audience,  allowed  ourselves  a  long  and 
indignant  hiss  every  lime  we  were  used 
as  lodder  lor  the  cheap  laugh  mill  they 
might  gel  the  message  So  II  you  go  lor 
a  good  lime,  you'll  probably  get  II,  but 
remember  lo  keep  your  lips  pursed.  For 
hissing 

by  Gerald  Hannon 


Side  One  is  irreverent,  at  times  almosl 
brutally   Four  songs,  in  particular,  were 
especially  memorable 

Soap  Opia  Day    is  an  uproanous 
satire  upon   th.s  great  big  teevee  world, 
complete  with  a  pseu  do- melodrama  ftp 
monologue  by  Chnsta  Lome  called 
Suds-m-Agony  "    You'll  Never  Gel 
Cheated  by  Your  Hand  (Oh  Noll" 
celebrates  masturbation     sometimes 
you  II  have  to  take  a  solo  flight/to  that 
momentary  promised  land  "  Bui  "Death 
m  ihe  Family   packs  the  biggesi  whallop 
with  its  parody  ol  that  most  sanctimon- 
ious Ol  reunions     Always  tun  when 
someone  dies ''cause  my  cousins  come 
m  from  Kansas/and  we  slay  up  all  njght 
shootin'  dice " 

"Transplant  Man"  is  enigmatic  and  dis- 
turbing, recalling  the  emptiness  and 
horror  of  barroom  cruising 

every  ttme  I  try  to  listen 

everybody  turns  away  . 

nobody  will  say  they  know  me 

even  though  I  know  them  all 
Perhaps  appropriately,  il  is  subtitled  "the 
silent  majority  ot  the  translucent  minor- 
ity " 

This  side  contains  lour  other  cuts.  "I'll 
Be  Your  Man,"  "Conversations"  (a  satire 
on  cocktail  parties),   'Lungy  Man"  and 
"Fall  ot  Ihe  Toy  Sodgers." 

From  the  firsl  song  ("Child")  lo  Ihe  last 
("Manchild"),  Side  Two  is  a  most  mellow 
contrast   tn  between  are  lovesongs 
"Brother  So  Kind, "  "My  Gypsy  Frog," 
Tony  Pony,"  "Only  the  Night '  His  lyrics 
and  his  music  combine  in  incredible 
gentleness,  evoking 'a  sense  of  wonder 
that  seems  limitless. 

Chns  Robison  has  created  one  of  the 
very  besi  gay  albums  to  come  along 
thus  far  According  to  a  recently 
pubished  interview  with  Ian  Young  (Fag 
Hag  #13),  he  is  planning  to  bnng  out  a 
third  album  I  hope  it  will  be  soon. 

Manchild  can  be  ordered  lor  $5  95 
(add  Si  if  outside  USA  )  trom  Gypsy 
Frog  Records,  Suite  400,  888  Seventh 
Avenue,  New  York  City  10019 


Manchild 

Chris  Robison 
Gypsy  Frog  Records 

Two  summers  ago  I  discovered  the 
music  of  Chns  Robison  through  his 
album  Many  Hand  Band.  At  the  lime 
gay  male  music  seemed  confined 
between  the  glittery  sham    ol  David 
Bowie  and  the  calculated  grotesquerie  ol 
Lou  Reed.  Only  Lavender  Country  had 
dared  to  celebrate  gayness. 

I  liked  Chris  Robison,  but  I  really  was- 
n't enthusiastic.  He  sang  several  power- 
ful songs,  bul  others  were  flawed.  He 
had  produced  the  album  by  himself  and 
on  his  own  label.  Gypsy  Frog,  because 
commercial  record  companies  were 
afraid  thai  an  unabashed  laggot  amst 
wouldn't  sell  As  with  Lavender  Country 
I  was  most  impressed  by  Many  Hand 
Band  simply  lor  being  what  it  was. 

In  the  time  since  then,  these  first 
efforts  have  been  joined  by  Michael 
Cohen,  Paul  Wagner,  Steven  Grossman, 
and  others.  Chris  Robison  has  now  re- 
turned with  his  second  album,  Manchild. 
It  is  an  improvement  in  almost  every 
way.  and  hts  songs  continue  lo  grow  on 


Gay  Liberation: 

A  Socialist  Perspective 

Kipp  Dawson 

Pathfinder  Press,  1975,  $.35 

The  Politics  of 
Homosexuality 

Don  Milligan 

Pluto  Press,  London. 

1973,  20p 

Gays  are  an  oppressed  minority 
starting  lo  fight  for  their  democratic  nghts 
-  equal  treatment  in  society  with  straights 
But  that  is  not  the  full  meaning  of  gay 
liberation.  There  can  be  no  liberation 
without  getting  at  the  root  cause  ol  gay 
oppression:  the  institution  ol  the  family 
as  we  know  it. 

Milligan's  pamphlet  offers  a  liberation 
perspective  (or  gay  politics.  His  concep- 
tion of  the  family,  however,  could  be 
improved.  Mamage  in  his  view  is  mainly 
a  means  ol  raising  children,  but  (or  me. 
something  a  bit  broader  is  involved, 
Forming  a  (amily  is  the  way  the  unequal 
division  of  social  tasks  between  men  and 
women  (men  breadwinners,  women 
housewife- mothers  and  sometime  in- 
come supplemented}  is  organized  and 
perpetuated  Homosexual  relations  are     i 
an  aflront  to  Ihe  existing  social 
organization  not  so  much,  as  Milligan 
says,  because  they  don'l  produce 
children  (childless  heterosexual  couples 
are  pretty  acceptable)  but  because  they 
don't  fii  in  with  the  above-mentioned 
division  ol  labor  Homosexual  relation- 
ships necessarily  lake  place  ouiside  the 
family.  And,  as  Milligan  says,  potentially 
at  least  they  undermine  the  psychology 
and  behaviour  that  go  along  with  (he 
distinction  between  men's  and  women's 
tasks  the  masculine  and  feminine  sex 
roles. 


One  other  point  -  Milligan  asserts 
without  giving  reasons  thai  the  family, 
though  vital  lor  social  control  is  not  an 
economically  necessary  institution  under 
capitalism  There  is  good  reason  to  think 
the  opposite  Marlene  Dixon,  writing  fri 
Canadian  Dimension  recently  (Vol   10 
no  8).  mentions  a  1970  Chase  Man- 
hattan study  showing  thai  a  mamed 
woman  s  average  unpaid  working  week 
in  the  home  is  nearly  100  hours,  worth 
S257  at  the  rales  applying  ai  that  time 
tor  the  corresponding  paid  (obs  (chef, 
tanltor,  launderer,  nurse,  etc.).  It  house- 
wives actually  held  these  jobs,  a 
considerable  reduction  in  ihe  profits  of 
the  employing  capitalist  class  as  a  whole 
would  result 

At  any  rale,  once  it  is  accepted  that 
gayness  is  incompatible  with  the 
present-day  family  and  that  the  family  is 
essential  for  some  reason  to  capitalism, 
il  follows  thai  the  abolition  ol  capitalism 
is  a  prerequisite  to  gay  liberation  The 
question  Milligan  trys  to  answer  is  what 
to  do  in  light  of  this 

He  gives  an  almost  totally  negative 
view  ol  the  gay  scene'  (bars,  clubs, 
residential  concentration  of  gays).  It  Is 
true  that  the  commercial  establishments 
exist  lor  profit  and  perpetuate  sexism  by 
discriminating  against  women,  but  they 
are  the  only  places  where  gay  men  at 
least  gather  together  (where  else  could 
you  poster  and  pass  out  leallets?).  Still, 
he  is  right  that  the  'ghetto'  does  not 
provide  an  alternative  to  the  existing 
social  order  younger  gays  must  live  at 
home  lor  financial  reasons  and  very  tew 
people  actually  work  in  the  gheflo 
Milligan  is  also  right  I  think  in  his 
assessment  of  alternate  living  arrange- 
ments. 'Communes,  Iree  schools  and 
other  experiments  in  new  ways  ol  living 
are  essential  bul  they  will  nol  succeed  by 
gradually  replacing  capitalist  social  and 
economic  relations.  Under  capitalism 
life-style  poll  lies  are  necessarily  ex- 
clusive, involving  small  groups  ot  people 
and  tiny  minorities  Communes  show  us 
whal  is  possible.  Bui  they  do  not  make  a 
new  lite  possible  lor  the  ma]only    I  would 
add  thai  gay  liberation  politics  start    from 
the  half-life'  of  most  gays  now  and 
poses  this  personal  problem  in  political 
terms  -  organized  action  tor  particular 
social  changes. 

Could  the  solution  be  lo  work  for  legal 
reform?  Milligan  gets  to  the  heart  ol  the 
problem  when  he  says:  'Law  reform  is 
clearly  important  but  to  make  it  Ihe 
central  aim  of  the  movement  implies  that 
gay  people  are  principally  oppressed  by 
laws'  He  points  out  that  legal  reforms 
have  not  significantly  improved  the  lives 
of  racial  minorities  and  women. 

His  alternative.  'Because  the  oppres- 
sion ol  homosexuality  is  tied  up  with  the 
very  fabric  of  capitalisl  society,  gay  liber- 
ation groups  must  aim  to  spread  our 
ideas  throughout  the  labor  and  socialist 
movement...  Because  gay  people  are 
oppressed  by  male  supremacy.,  (gay 
groups  must)  work  in  association  with 
women's  organizations.'  Then  he  gives 
an  8-poinl  program,  including  an  end  to 
aversion  therapy,  heterosexual  sex  edu- 
cation, age  ol  consent  laws  and  discrim- 
ination in  jobs  and  housing,  and  says  the 
movement  should  work  with  women  a 
direct  ilsell  to  working-class  organiz- 
ations around  these  demands. 

All  well  and  good  But  who  is  going  lo 
do  this?  The  small  gay  groups'  we  have 
today?  Nowhere  does  Milligan  breaihe  a 
word  of  the  need  to  build  an 
independent  mass  movement  ol  gay 
people  to  light  for  their  own  liberation 
The  closes!  he  comes  is  to  say  that  we 
need  to  build  wide  understanding  and 
support  for  homosexual  liberation  on  thi 
gay  scene'  That's  not  the  same  thing  as 
getting  gay  people  into  political  action  on 
their  own  behalf  on  a  mass  scale 

Milligan  I  think  is  loo  anxious  to  gel 
right  down  to  the  central  revolutionary 
question  of  the  family  and  sex  roles,  and 
so  he  emphasizes  taking  the  message  of 
gay  oppression  lo  women  and  labor  and 
socialist  organizations  But  unless  gay 
groups  see  as  their  prime  task  getting 
gay  people  themselves  into  action,  there 
is  a  great  danger  ol  bogging  down  in  ihe 
realm  ol  ideas  and  ending  up  with  an 
educational  agency  instead  of  a  political 
movement  with  education  as  one  activity 
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iraBU  our  movemei 
10  others  as  basically  a  movement  to 
■  ■.hi   We  eanl  slnke  or 

organize  tenants   BSSOCtBtOnS    Bui  the 
rnrirdtiijtion  we  can  make  is  neverthe- 
less of  vital  importance  in  challenging  the 
ideology  of  capitalist  society 

The  socialist  movement  ^b  always 
asserted  lhal  Ihe  oppressed  must 
actually  gel  up  [or  out  -  ol  the  closet] 
and  struggle  in  an  organized  way  lor 
particular  changes   Changes  Ihey  per 
cerve  to  be  realistic  now,  which  is  why 
the  movement  for  reform  must  be  at  Ihe 
centre  ol  things  al  this  lime  even  if  it  isn't 
the  final  aim  Milligan  distorts  the  reform 
movement  somewhat  by  describing  it  as 
a  movement  lor  legal  change  only  tt  that 
is  indeed  the  approach  ot  the  Campaign 
lor  Homosexual  Equality  rn  Britain,  which 
he  criticizes,  men  he  has  a  poini  But  tt 
is  worth  noting  that  the  8  demands  he 
suggests  are  included  in  the  programs  oi 
the  civil  rights  oriented  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  and  Coalition  lor  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontano.  here  in  Canada 
ft  is  important  to  Iry  to  reach  the 
general  public  (and  Ihe  left)  with  such 
programs,  but  they  musl  first  and  lore- 
most  be  taken  to  gay  people  themselves, 
with  the  aim  ol  gelling  not  tacit  support 
but  active  participation  The  public 
struggle  lot  reform  has  three  great 
advantages  First,  peoples  lives  can 
actually  be  improved  now  lo  some 
extent  Second,  il  there's  a  victory  on  a 
realistic  demand,  people  learn  that  mass 
aclion  can  work  Third,  people  come  to 
see  through  their  own  experience, 
including  contact  with  gay  liberationism, 
lhal  reform  is  no!  enough  This  is  ihe 
lesson  ol  movements  like  the  Black  civil 
rights  movement  in  the  United  Slates, 
which  brought  very  large  numbers  ol 
people  into  action. 

To  pass  on  lo  Dawson  s  pamphlel,  I 
think  it  errs  in  the  opposite  direction  it 
ight  well  be  subtitled  A  liberal  human- 
perspective  ,  tor  it  reduces  Ihe  gay 

struggle  lo  end  discnmin- 
as  the  final  goal:  The  demands 
and  goals  ol  the  gay  liberation  movement 
"  re  for  basic  democratic  rights 

Dawson  does  distinguish  herself  Irom 
those  liberal  homophiles  who  wish  lo  rely 
on  a  steady  push  lot  reforms  Ihrough 
capitalist  politicians  ,  and  advocates 
public  mass  aclion  outside  what  in 
Canada  would  be  called  parliamentary 
politics  Bui  she  writes  that  Ihe 
movement  helps  demonstrate  how 
deeply  and  destructively  capitalist  insti- 
tutions interfere  with  peoples  lives 
without  mentioning  Ihe  family  and  how  it 
oppresses  gays  Withoyl  a  critique  of  the 
family,  she  cannot  answer  the  vital 
question,  under  what  social  arrange- 
ments are  gay  people  going  to  live  their 
daily  lives  even  it  ihey  are  equal7  How 
will  gays  grow  up  mentally  healthy  il  they 
see  nothing  around  Ihem  but  hetero- 
sexual models''  In  Dawson's  pamphlet 
the  connection  between  gay  liberation 
and  social  revolution  becomes  extremely 
vague    The  central  core  of  the  gay 
liberation  movement  is  the  fighi  tor  full 
dignity     human  dignity  is  noi  possible 
wilhoul  getting  rid  ol  capitalism 
Revolutionary  words  but  homophile 
content  01  course  we  want  dignity,  but 
how  can  we  get  it  as  long  as  homo- 
sexual relationships  take  place  outside 
lhal  mslilulron  which  has  a  monopoly  on 
living  arrangements  and  diciaies  sex 
roles  that  are  mcompaiible  with  gay- 
ness7 

Dawson  holds  up  as  a  model  the 
Russian  Revolution  ol  1917,  which 
abolished  anti-gay  laws  of  the  tsarist 
regime  But  she  is  so  anxious  to  - 
denounce  the  'Stalin  bureaucracy  which 
reversed  this  course  ol  legal  reform  that 
she  doesn  t  get  around  to  the  key 
question  ol  whether  it  was  possible  in 
Ihe  largely  umndustnalized  rural  Russian 
society  of  the  twenties  lo  go  beyond 
improving  ihe  lo!  ol  individual  members 
ol  the  family  ano  radically  change  Ihe 
institution  itself 

Now  Ihe  cntique  ol  the  lamily  is  noi 
new  to  Ihe  socialist  movement  Best 
known  is  Fredenck  Engels  book  The 
Origin  ol  the  Family,  Private  Property 
and  the  Slate  But  the  conditions  ol 
lamily  hie  nave  changed  a  tot  since  it 
appeared  a  hundred  years  ago  The 


socialist  movement  must  take  up  the 
question  agam  and  combat  the  conser- 
vative view  ol  the  tamiiy  as  an  untouch- 
able pinnacle  o!  civilization,  a  view  that 
Decame  firmly  entrenched  during  the  coii 
war  penod 

fn  supporting  an  end  to  disc  n  mi  nation. 
Dawson  land  Ihe  Trotskyist  Socialist 
Workers  party  of  the  US  whose  views  I 
take  it  she  expresses)  is  ahead  ol  most 
Ol  the  left,  which  either  ignores  the 
question  or  is  overtly  anti-gay  Whether 
the  lelt  as  a  whole  lakes  this  up  and 
moves  on  to  a  liberation  perspective  will 
depend  in  part  on  tne  growth  ol  the  gay 
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Lesbian  Images 

Jane  Rule 

Doubleday.  1975,  $9.95. 

Theme  for 

Diverse 

Instruments 

Jane  Rule 

Talonbooks,  1975,  $4.95 

(paper). 

Lesbian  Images  has  been  forced  to 
be  a  book  Freedom  lighters  being  what 
Ihey  are  today,  you  may  want  this  inlor- 

ation  before  buying  this  book  comes 
bits  which  still  retain  distinct  and 
separate  identities  A  more  sensitive 
publisher  might  have  sold  rl  in  a  box 
rather  than  book  covers  II  is,  however, 
worth  reading  whatever  the  packaging  - 
Ihe  information  is  great1 

The  first  major    bit    of  Lesbian 
Images  deals  with  the  basic  history  ol 
homophobia  wilh  emphasis  (for  a 
change)  on  anli-lesbian  sentimenl   This 
pan  could  be  skipped  by  most  political 
gays  ol  any  sex  -  it's  no  more  than  a 
palatable  rehash  ol  whal's  we  ve  all  been- 
reading,  writing  and  speaking  lor  the  past 
live  years   For  those  who  haven  t  been 
similarly  over-exposed  it  would  be  pleas- 
ant, and  possibly  even  useful,  reading 

Having  thus  dispensed  with  duly  we 
come  to  the  heart  of  the  book  Gertrude 
Stem,  Colette,  Vita  Sackville-Wesl, 
Violetle  Leduc,  Maureen  DuUy,  and,  ot 
course,  good  old  Radciytie  Ijust  as  well 
to  deal  with  her  first,  get  her  out  ot  the 
way  |  OYKE  AUTHORS'  Lesbians  who 
write  about  lesbians  being  written  about 
by  a  lesbian   It  may  all  be  gossip  but 
isn't  it  wonderful  and  here  were  being 
told  about  even  more  lesbian  authors 
and  books  that  feature  da-da-da-da  Les- 
bian Lifestyle   It's  exciting'  We  haven't 
had  enough  ol  il  and  I'm  sure  none  ol  us 
knows  every  book  mentioned  in  this 
section  ol  Lesbian  Images. 

Lesbian  Images  is  NOT  literary  chtic- 
ism.  It  is  lifestyle  criticism   Even  though 
Jane  Rule  slates  Ihis  (less  bluntly)  m  ihe 
preface  it  was  a  difficult  concept  for  me 
to  grasp   I  lound  this  conflict  frustrating 
throughout  the  book.  After  all,  she  is 
known  lor  her  work  in  literature  and  she 
is  discussing  writers  and.  Ihough  she 
gives  us  a  glimpse  in  Ihe  introduc- 
tion, neither  I  nor  the  G.P.  (General 
Public)  knows  much  about  her  life  style 
credentials.  Lesbian  literary  criticism  ol 
other  lesbian  authors  would  have  been 
more  expected.  This  confusion  is 
heightened  by  Jane  Rule  s  style  m  this 
section  which  exhibits. the  academic 
detachment  one  associates  wilh  literary 
criticism 

Once  you  have  accepted  that  Les- 
bian Images  is  a  font  ol  useful  infor- 
mation, gossip  and  persona)  judgement 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
thorough  enjoyment  ol  the  book  And  it  is 
wonderful,  especially  if  you  re  a  dyke  and 
like  reading  Predictably,  tt  is  mosl 
thrilling  when  Jane  Rule  is  discussing  an 
author  whose  life  and  work  is  relatively 
unknown  lo  you, 

Gertrude  Stem,  (or  instance,  is  like  a 
mother /lover/ saint  to  me.  Naturally.  I 
lound  ihe  Lesbian  Image's  roundup  ol 
her  hie  and  work  unbearably  shallow. 
Willa  Calher,  on  the  other  hand  is  an 
author  I  telt  distant  from  belore,  but  in 
thirteen  pages,  J  R   made  her  work  las- 
cmating  and  accessible  to  me   For  the 


lesbian  reader,  this  is  the  cook  s  great 
success   it  s  a  good  introduction  to  parts 
of  lesbian  literary  herstory  thai  one  may 
have  missed  -  complete  with  details 
abOUl  the  authors  lives 

The  winner  of  the  comparative  life- 
style contest  is,  unmistakably.  Margaret 
Anderson  Ja^e  Rule  s  approval  (ihe 
pnze,  one  gaihersl  infuses  this  vignette 
with  a  tenderness  lacking  elsewhere 
(noticeably  m  her  harsh  cntique  of 
Violetle  Leduc).  And,  truly,  Margaret 
Anderson  does  say  lovely  and  even 
politically  correct  things  about  her 
relationship  wilh  Georgette     Freedom  is 
the  only  bond  that  coukJ  ever  utterly  bind 
me  to  another  being       In  real  love  you 
want  the  other  person  s  good   In  roman- 
tic love  you  want  the  other  person      But, 
she  also  says    Dunng  the  twenty-one 
years  lhal  Georgette  and  I  lived  together, 
I  never  once  heard  her  make  a 
disagreeable  remark,  exhibit  a  trace  ot 
bad  humor,  intrude  on  my  pnv/acy  or 
freedom,  admonish  my  way  of  behaving, 
or  speak  a  word  ol  reproach     Jane  Rule 
may  believe  this  bul  I  don't  To  me  it 
sounds  like  a  middle  class  pact  and 
detracts  senously  Irom  the  credibility  ol 
the  other  two  wonderful  ideals  quoted. 
Jane  Rule's  criteria  for  the  best    image 
would  certainly  coincide  with  what  would 
be  mosl  acceptable  to  middle  class 
straights   There  is  happiness  and  some 
virtue  m  that  bul  I'd  like  to  see  more 
points  allotted  lor  pam  and  honesty  Siill, 
matching  ones  own  standards  agalnsl 
Jane  Rules  and  the  authors,  as  she 
describes  Ihem.  will  be  fun  for  righteous 
lesbians  for  years  to  come 

In  the  short  section  lollowmg,  Jane 
Rule  selects  novels  and  authors  which 
she  obviously  considers  minor  but 
significant   I  was  disappointed  to  find 
Djuna  Barnes  [Ladies  Almanack,  Night- 
wood)  relegated  to  this  section  She 
deserves  fuller  Ireatmeni   Also,  while  I 
was  glad  to  see  Rubyfruit  Jungle  made 
the  grade,  I  thought  that  the  Cook  and 
the  Carpenter  deserved  mention  for  its 
unique  Ireatmeni  ol  roles  and  sexual- 
ity 

Jane  Rule's  treatment  of  non-tiction 
about  lesbians  is  again,  unimportant  to 
mosl  political  gays  In  fact,  her 
detachment  fronuhe  actual  political  (ray 
may  produce  severe  irritation  lor  anyone 
involved  in  the  very  real  pain  of  the 
struggles  she  outlines 

However,  her  affection  lor  all  the 
sisters  (nearly)  rings  true  and  is  winning. 


^>^  1  Jam,  Rale  f*,^ 

SHOES 


It's  very  hard  to  slay  angry  at  a  sincere 
liberal  who  is  willing  to  use  her  position 
as  a  well-known  wriier  to  better  the 
lesbian  s  position  in  society  What's  old 
to  us  in  Lesbian  Images  will  be  new  to 
most  people.  Lesbian  love  is  so  good  it's 
scary  and  Lesbian  Images  does 
mention  that  Our  lesbian  literature  refer- 
ence book  is,  no  doubt,  their  political/ 
sexual  blockbuster 

Theme  lor  Oiverse  Instruments  is  a 
wonderful  collection  ol  short  stones  in 
which  relationships  are  the  theme  and 
people  the  diverse  instruments  II  is  a 
beautilully  orchestrated  book 

The  first  and  title  story  ol  the  book 
seems  to  encompass  Jane  Rule  s 
beginnings  generalized,  mythologized 
and  infused  wilh  her  analysis  ol  the  inter 
relatedness  ol  sexism,  impenalism. 
power,  relationships  and  Ihe  lamily  The 


story  is  packed  with  ideas  and  would 
bear  Irequent  re-reading  Here,  too,  Jane 
Rule  defines  her  concept  ol  writing  and 
relaies  il  to  her  own  work   It  is  brilliantly 
clear  and  worth  quoting. 
"We  are  trying  to  let  all  flowers 
bloom,  but,  of  course,  prose  Is  not  a 
(lower  bed,  a  space,  but  time,  one  thin 
line  ol  it,  an  Indian  file  of  syllables 
which  can  explore  the  field  only 
moment  by  moment.  Or  fence  it?  The 
we  is  the  fence,  defining  our  limits. 
Some  ot  us  are  climbing  it,  trying  to 
get  out.  But  point  ot  view  is  a  concen- 
tration camp  of  time,  not  space,  and 
nobody  can  go  until  we  are  released." 

The  following  stories  swell  the  book 
with  all  kinds  ol  Mowers,  points  of  view 
and  diverse  instruments  Jane  Rule  puts 
hersell  inside  of  children,  husbands  and 
wives,  brothers  and  sisters,  lemale 
lovers  and  people  too  isolated  to  make 
really  close  connections  wilh  others  The 
quality  and  variety  ol  her  perception  is 
remarkable 

The  house,  on  the  cover  and  in  nearly 
all  the  Stories  symbolizes  and  provides 
the  space  for  the  working  oul  ol  the 
characters  pnmary  relationships.  "My 
Father's  House    has  a  young  girl  discov- 
enng  sexism  and  what  lo  do  about  it 
while  playing  in  her  brothers  fathers" 
houses   In    House    a  heterosexual 
couple/lamily  makes  its  conflicts  and 
compromises  concrete  by  actually  mov- 
ing, selling  and  demolishing  diflerent 
dwelling  spaces     In  the  basement  ol  the 
House'  features  a  young  woman  who. 
predictably,  is  gelling  the  dregs  ol  the 
possible  relationships     My  Country 
Wrong"  has  no  cenlral  home  since  fhe 
central  character  no  longer  belongs 
ibere  Her  closest  contacts  are  wilh 
young  people  in  not-homes  (i.e.  a  hotel 
room,  a  garage.) 

When  Jane  Rule  creates  a  character 
who  has  no  compelling  relationship  with 
another  individual,  alienation  is  the  result 
In    A  Television  Drama",   "A  Walk  By 
Himsell".  The  Furniture  of  Home",  and 
II  There  Is  No  Gate"  this  alienation  is 
explored  as  it  variously  affects  a  house- 
wile,  a  college  boy,  a  male  archiieciure 
graduate  and  a  woman  receiving 
psychiatric  help  Again  her  perception, 
and  her  ability  lo  convey  it,  are  equal 
and  great 

Towards  the  end  the  first  person  style 
reappears   With  n,  lesbians  reassert  the 
pride  of  place  we're  accustomed  lo  them 
holding  in  Jane  Rule's  work   (Thank  the 
Great  Goddess1)    Middle  Children",  "My 
Country  Wrong   and  "Invention  for 
Shelagh    are  all  very  warm,  very 
personal  and  very  well  written  Jane  Rule 
loves  lesbians  and  it  comes  through 
beautifully 

Invention  for  Shelagh  is  the  last  and 
the  best  (or  equal  of  the  firsll  It  makes  a 
perfecl  ending  lor  the  book  As  well  as 
great  writing,  it  felt  like,  having  given  us 
her  beginnings  and  explored  the  world 
around  her,  Jane  Rule  finishes  by  telling 
us  how  she  is  handling  her  theme  in  her 
own  house  Aulhors  don  t  often  reach  oul 
that  tar  or  thai  well 

Jane  Rule  has  three  previous  novels 
wilh  major  lesbian  themes  and  ■  i 
fers.  They  are   good    novels  and  enjoy 
able  reading,  especially  as  decent 
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lesbian  material  is  so  hard  10  tmd   Do 
read  Desert  of  the  Heart.  This  Is  Nor 
For  You  and  Against  the  Season 
However  Lesbian  Images  and  Tbeme 
for  Diverse  Instruments  are  stunning 
advanoes  on  these  earlier  works  in  the 
terms  ot  both  politics  and  literature  I  fiac 
not  anticipated  We  literary  quality 

It  s  my  lavorue  surpnse  this  year 
Now  -  glutton  thai  I  am  -  I  warn  a  lull- 
length  lesbian  novel  with  the  inspiration 
and  power  ol  the  besl  in  Theme  tor 
Diverse  Instruments. 
How  about  it  J.R  7 
by  Chris  Fox 
See  Interview  with  Jane  Rule  page  14. 


Radclyffe  Hall  at 
at  the  Well  of 
Loneliness 

Lovat  Dickson 
Collins,  1975,  $11.95 

What  a  disaster  this  book  is' 

Lovat  Dickson  seems  incapable  ol 
understanding  anything  about  homosex- 
uality and  sexual  oppression  Any  ques- 
tioning ot  sexual  roles  (inevitable  in  3 
discussion  ot  Radclyfte  Hall)  is  beyond 
his  comprehension   He  does  have  some 
inkling  ol  his  inadequacies,  lor  he  admits 
readers  may  find  the  book  "out  ol  tune 
with  today's  approach  to  the  subjed' 
But  he  absolves  himsell  ol  blame  by 
purporting  to  be  )usf  reflecting  the 
documents  and  records  as  Ihey  tell  into 
his  hands.  The  laull  lies  in  the 
documents,  you  see,  and  ot  course  by 
extension  the  subject  ot  the  biography 
Don't  blame  me  if  Radclyfle  Hail  saw 
hersell  as  abnormal  and  called  herself  an 
invert,  he  appears  to  be  saying,  I  am  |usl 
Objectively  recalling  the  "twenlyish 
scene" 

Several  reviewers  have  seized  on  this 
manoeuvre  as  a  brilliant  biographical  tech- 
nique. It  is  merely  a  convenient  excuse 
to  justify  1  heir  own  distaste  of  I  he 
subject.  Without  a  feminist  or  gay 
liberation  perspective,  a  biographer  is 
likely  to  depict  Radclyfte  Hall  as  little 
more  than  a  tearless  freak. 

And  Dickson  is  quick  to  point  out  all 
the  "lunfiy"  aspecls  ol  Hall  *  those 
broad-bnmmed  hats,  those  mannish 
clothes,  her  seriousness  and  devotion  to 
the  cause  ol  sexual  inversion   He  never 
forgives  her  that.  Imagine,  taking  all  thai 
seriously1  I  mean,  really,  defending  ones 
rights,  delymg  the  received  opinion  ol  an 
entire  culture  to  show  the  validity  and 
wholeness  ol  lesbian  love,  what  a  hoot! 
What  continually  surprises  is  the  solemn 
conviction  these  women  have  that  a 
great  social  wrong  exists  which  musl  be 
righted  " 

But  Dickson  executes  a  clever  evasion 
here  He  himselt  doesn't  actually  laugh 
at  her,  he  just  keeps  telling  us  how  easy 
I  would  be.  especially  in  the  light  ol  the 
sexual  freedom  we  have  come  to  lake 
lor  granted "(Pl)  He  is  engaged,  we  are 

nan  act  ol  duty  He  promised  Una 
Troubndge  he  would  wnte  this  book  and, 
besides,  he  has  been  getting  all  these 
eproachful  emanations  from  the  grave 
Or  is  rl  maybe  the  sound  ol  royalty 
money  rolling  in  from  the  copyrights  left 
him  by  Una?)  In  any  case,  it  s  3  good 
solution  to  nagging  guilt  leehngs;  get 
everybody  to  sympathize  with  you  lor 
realty  trying  to  understand,  while  at  the 
same  time  exploiting  a  lopic  which  has 
linally  become  trendy,  even  lucrative. 

The  book  is  an  exercise  in  character 
assassination  Continually,  the  women 
and  their  Inends  are  relerred  to  in  alien- 
ing medical  or  moral  terms  "unnatural 
connection",  "congenital  invert",  "deviani 
nature",  "disturbed  psyche  ,  "psycho- 
pathic mind",    strange  passions"  Dick- 
son especially  harps  on  their  "barren" 
and  therefore  "finite"  love  This  is 
because  they  don  1  have  children  He 
frequently  calls  Hadclytfe  Hall  and  Una 
Troubndge  egotistical,  and   ego  man- 
iacs ".  lor  being  so  sell-indulgent   Repro- 
ducing little  versions  ol  yourself  is  appar- 
ently never  egotistical 

*'  Ihe  same  time  he  15  titillated  by 
thoughts  o!  their  tove-making   His 
imagery  of  flames,  scalding  passions, 
burning  (lesh  is  pure  male  hetero 
lanlasy  What  conflagrations  he  conjures 
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up!  Bui  there's  a  catch  Their  passion  is 
always  followed  by  "a  cold  deadness, 
Ihe  non-feeling  which  is  so  olten  the 
consequence  ol  unnaiural  union 

Dickson  has  done  his  research,  you 
can  see   In  his  attempl  fo  understand  Ihe 
whole  thing  he  has  ransacked  Ihe 
literature  ol  the  time  Havelock  Ellis, 
Krattt-Ebing,  etc.  Notice  he  doesn't  make 
the  anachronistic  mistake  ol 
reading  anything  published  alter  1930 
With  the  diagnostic  curiosities  of  Edward- 
ian psychology  and  medicine  to  fortify 
him,  no  wonder  he  is  so  ignorant   In  one 
incredible  passage,  lor  example,  he  Ines 
lo  aftnbute  the  frequent  illnesses  of  the 

women  to  the  sexual  practices  of 
lesbianism  which  induce  "some  gynae- 
cological woes  of  an  unhappy  kind  lor 
which  medical  Ireatmenl  can  be 
protracted  and  painful" 

His  distaste  and  hostility  emerge  in 
many  ways  Una's  slow  and  painful 
realization  of  her  lesbianism  means  the 
breakup  ol  her  marriage  In  the  recount- 
ing ol  lhat  process,  Dickson  demons- 
trates infinitely  more  sympathy  for  her 
husband,  Admiral  Troubndge  Why,  her 
inconsiderate  illnesses  may  even  have 
caused  Ihe  ruination  of  his  military 
career  She  could  no  longer  continue 
being  ihe  pretty  wife  of  this  "simple,  loyal 
courageous  officer"   She  wanted  no 
more  of  playing  the  society  hostess  in 
colonial  Malta  Instead  she  let  Radclyffe 
Hall  sweep  her  otf  her  feel  Clearly  Ihe 
actions  of  a  neurotic  and  disturbed 
woman' 

He  is  especially  amazed  thai  Una's 
daughter  should  have  grown  up  to  be  a 
healthy  happy  heterosexual  We  are  told 
that  Una,  rather  than  looking  alter  the  girl 
properly,  was  "swooning  her  lile  away'" 
with  Radclyffe 

He  cannol  understand  the  reaction  of 
these  women  to  Compton  MacKenzie's 
Extraordinary  Women,  a  novel  ridicul- 
ing the  lesbian  society  of  which  they 
were  a  part.  He  is  mystified  that  they 
were  insulted  and  angry  rather  than 
amused  by  its  satire  They  over  reacted, 
if  seemed,  like  typical  women   Radclyfle 
was  not  just  upset,  she  was  "wildly 
upsef ',  Ihe  other  women  indulged  fn 
much  "fuss  and  squawking" 

The  Hall /Troubndge  relationship, 
which  so  resembled  a  heterosexual  mar- 
nage,  raises  many  general  questions 
about  power  and  role  playing  But 
Dickson  s  heterosex.si  bias  does  noi 
allow  him  lo  see  that.  He  clearly  disap- 
proves of  the  inequalities  ol  iheir 
relationship  bul  attributes  Radclyfle's 
apparent  domination  ot  Una  to  Ihe  mtnn- 
sic  unhealthmess  of  homosexual  love 
The  very  same  dynamics  in  a 
he  1  err, 5,;'.  yai  marnage  are  never  ques- 
tioned  Troubndge  for  example,  could 
order  Una  around  because  n  was  his 


right  as  a  husband 

Jane  Rule  has  called  Radclyffe  Hall  a 
male  chauvinist  pig  Certainly  her  male 
identification  (to  the  point  ol  naming 
hersell  John  and  weanng  men's  clothing) 
would  be  objectionable  to  lesbian  lemin- 
isls  today   At  the  same  time,  it  is  easily 
seen  as  an  angry  -aci  ol  protest  and 
perhaps  the  only  available  means  ol 
dealing  with  her  own  independent  and 
assertive  nature  There  was  simply  no 
body  ol  lesbian  feminist  thought  at  the 
nme  which  could  have  helped  free  her 
from  her  sell- identification  as  man 
manque 

Radclyfle  Hall's  courage  in  delymg 
society  and  restrictive  conventions  is 
immensely  admirable   In  her  scaling  ot 
the  dress-code  barriers  alone,  she  was  a 
pioneer,  one  ot  the  onginal  throat- 
rammers.  Sadly,  The  Well  ol  Lone- 
liness obscenity  trial  is  systematically 
downplayed  in  this  biography  Whai  may 
be  one  of  the  great  moments  in  gay 
history  is  here  reduced  to  a  matter-ol- 
fact  recitation  ol  tads  and  events.  In  this, 
as  in  other  court  cases  she  had  been 
involved  in,  her  intransigence  is  seen  as 
merely  the  manifestation  of  the  "invert's 
irresistable  attraction  in  taking  risks" 

With  oppressive  fatuities  like  lhai  to 
guide  us  through  the  book,  insights  are 
indeed  rare  We  will  have  lo  wait  lor  a 
gay  woman  to  illuminate  Radclyfle  Hall 
for  us,  Meanwhile,  hope  lor  the  speedy 
consignment  of  this  travesty  to  the 
remainder  heap! 

by  Ed  Jackson 


Between  Me 
and  Life 

a  biography  of 
Romaine  Brooks 

Meryle  Secrest 
Doubleday.  1975.  $14.50 

The  title  ot  this  biography  comes  trom 
a  statement  made  by  Romaine  Brooks 
about  her  mother  who.  even  after  her 
death,  seemed  to  exert  a  negative  power 
over        a  daughter  she  had  neglected, 
abused,  deserted  lor  a  son  who  was 
deranged  and  totally  dependent  on  her 
There  is  no  question  that  Romaine 
Brooks'  childhood  tested  her  sanity  and 
casi  long  shadows  across  her  temper- 
ament through  her  long  fife  However. 
the  overemphasis  on  her  childhocd  and 
her  relationship  with  her  mother  by  Ihis 
biographer  severely  limits  and  even 
damages  insight  into  Romaine  Brooks,  a 
remarkably  gifted  painler,  who  lived  aloof 
from  artistic  movements,  increasingly 
apart  from  social  demands,  but  deeply 
nounshed  by  the  passionals  and  loyal 


attachments  she  made  lo  a  few  people 

The  imbalance  in  the  biography  is 
caused  by  Meryle  Secrest  s  pat  accep- 
tance of  Charlotte  Wolffs  theory  iu.i 
lixalion  on  a  mother  is  ihe  chiel  cause  ol 
lesbianism  Since  Romaine  Brooks 
longest  and  mosi  important  relationship 
was  with  Natalie  Barney,  American 
painter,  en  tic  and  hostess  in  Pans,  her 
lesbian  taste  must  not  only  be  accounied 
tor  in  psychological  terms  bul  made  the 
chiet  locus  ol  the  biography  To  be  lair, 
Meryle  Secresl  is  nol  coyly  titillated  as  sc 
many  others  have  been  by  the  scandal- 
ous carryings  on  ol  the  famous  lesbians 
ol  that  time,  including  Gertrude  Stem  and 
Radclyffe  Hall,  whom  Romaine  Brooks 
knew   She  is,  nevertheless,  willing  to 
accepi  as  valid  a  distorted  portrait  ot 
Romame  Brooks  in  Compton  Macken- 
zie s  Extraordinary  Women,  a  bitchy 
and  exploitive  book  no  one  should  lake 
senously  Throughout  the  book,  her 
insights  are  too  olten  misplaced  psycho- 
logical cliches.  Explaining  Romaine 
Brooks  difficulties  as  a  young  and  poor 
art  student  in  Paris  who  was  confronted 
with  the  choice  ol  selling  a  portrait  it  she 
would  also  go  10  bed  with  its  subject  or 
losing  Ihe  sale,  Meryle  Secresl  stops  tc 
speculale  on  the  childhood  psychological 
sources  ol  Romaine  Brooks'  hoslility 
toward  men.  as  it  the  event  itsell  could 
nol  call  up  healthy  anger  in  anyone  This 
analysis  also  makes  it  difficult  for  the 
biographer  to  give  any  very  dear  sense 
ol  the  importance  fo  Romaing  Brooks  ol 
the  man  she  marned,  ot  Gabnele 
d'Annunzio  with  whom  she  was  obvious- 
ly deeply  in  love  lor  years,  fn  her 
attempts  to  make  Romaine  Brooks' 
relationships  with  women  conform  to 
mother  fixation,  she  cannot  explore  Ihe 
kind  ot  inspiration  Ida  Rubinstein  was  tor 
Romaine  Brooks,  nor  her  long,  complex 
and  carefully  independent  relationship 
with  Natalie  Barney  Between  the  biog- 
rapher and  her  subject  is  a  lack  ol  msighl 
and  empathy  which  no  amount  ol  schol- 
arship can  cover  up  or  replace 

Romaine  Brooks  was  a  great  painter 
who  outlived  her  reputation,  died  a 
reciuse  belore  the  recenl  return  ol  public 
interesi  in  her  work.  It  Ihis  biography 
offers  only  shallow  interpretations  ol  her 
as  a  person,  it  does  suggest  the 
complexity  o(  her  life  and  begin  lo 
restore  her  lo  history  The  photographs, 
the  reproductions  ot  her  paintings  and 
drawings  say  more  and  often  contradict 
the  wriler  who.  for  instance,  claims  less 
than  success  for  Romaine  Brooks' 
portrait  ot  Natalie  Barney  because  it  is 
too  pnvale'  when,  even  in  reproduc- 
tion, if  is  obviously  a  painting  ol  Intim- 
ate torce  ft  alone  could  refute  Meryle 
Secrest  S  judgement  thai  as  an  ariisl 
Romaine  Brooks  is  limited  because  she 
was  "tocussed  obsessively  on  a  single 
discordant  theme ."  Meryle  Secresl  says 
fhal  in  the  tolerant  70s'  II  is  impossible 
for  us  to  appreciate  fully  Romaine 
Brooks'  achievements  as  an  artist  and 
independent  woman,  living  her  lite  as 
she  chose  it  apart  from  convention  It 
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has  been  impossible  lor  Meryle  Secresl, 
Oul  the  very  limitations  ol  (he  book  may 
call  to  another  less  culturally  bound  and 
more  insightful  biographer  who  does  not 
(eel  required  to  reduce  Romaine  Brooks 
lo  a  case  study,  but  can  allow  her  the 
stature  even  this  inadequate  book  cannoi 
finally  deny 

by  Jane  Rule 
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Women  in  China 

Katie  Curtin 
Pathfinder  Press, 
1975.  $1.75 

This  pamphlet  is  loo  short  to  sys- 
tematically capture  I  he  place  ol  women 

contemporary  China.  "Glimpses  ol 
Women,  "  might  have  been  a  more 
suitable  title 

It  commences  well  enough  with  a 
quotation  from  Marx  and  Engels  lo  the 
effect  lhat  the  degree  ol  Ihe  emanci- 
pation ol  women  is  a  wealhervane  lor 
determining  the  emancipation  of  human- 
ity in  general.  II  ends  with  Trotsky's 
lament  over  the  Stalinization  ol  Soviet 

ith  its  re-entrenchment  ol  the 
nuclear  family  which  meant  lo  a  certain 
extent  the  re -subordination  ol  women  in 
the  USSR  Ms.  Curtin  locates  Ihe 
position  ol  Chinese  women  as  some- 
where between  these  two  points,  bui 
decidedly  closer  to  the  latter  because  ol 
the  bureaucratization  in  China  which  she 
maintains  perpetuates  a  system  ol 
hierarchical  patriarchy 
the  situation  and  thus  accessible  loa 
wide  audience  ol  men  and  women  who 
see  lemimsm  as  central  to  any  truly 
revolutionary  transformation  of  the  globe, 
there  is  unfortunately  insufficient  critical 
apparatus  with  which  to  properly 
appraise  her  analysis 

For  example,  since  she  drastically 
overquotes.  it  is  difficult  to  know  the  level 
ol  credibility  which  one  should  attach  to 
any  particular  observation  since  the 
politics  ol  the  cited  authors  is  not  known. 
This  is  more  than  an  academic's  lament 
over  scholarly  technique,  but  a  question 
of  central  importance.  Last  year  I 
attended  a  forum  on  China  where  two 
China  experts  tangled  not  so  much  ovei 
facts  and  figures,  but  over  what  the 
Chinese  brand  ol  communism  meant.  It 
is  therelore  a  question  ol  mierp relation 
based  upon  a  more  general  political  point 
ol  view   Furthermore,  unless  one  is  fairly 
well  informed  about  the  literature  on 
China  it  is  impossible  to  know  how 
selectively  thai  literature  has  been  can- 
vassed. 

From  the  mlormation  presented,  there 
is  no  question  that  the  lot  of  women  in 
China  has  improved  with  the  advent  ol 
socialism   However,  it  is  just  as  clear 
lhat  there  remain  more  difficult  achieve- 
ments to  be  made  as  the  rooting  out  ol 
sexism  becomes  more  threatening  to 
established  male  privilege.  Ms.  Curtin 
traces  the  changing  condition  ol  women 
in  China  from  their  position  of  abject 
subjugation  m  me  old  society  with  its 
hideous  custom  ol  lemaJe  loot-binding  lo 
the  advances  ol  effective  birth  control 
programs  and  Iree  abortions  on  demand 
under  me  present  system  However  she 


notes  that  these  last  two  achievements, 
which  only  fully  matenafized  in  the 
sixties,  should  not  be  interpreted  as 
indicating  an  enlightened  view  of  female 
sexuality  on  the  pan  ol  the  Communist 
Party  of  China,  but  rather  must  be 
understood  as  resulting  from  programs 
on  population  planning 

She  claims  that   an  extreme  punt- 
anism  characterizes  the  CCP's  line  on 
sexuality  "  Certainly,  if  homosexuality  is 
used  as  a  barometer,  thai  claim  is  not 
exaggerated  No  mention  is  made  ol  les- 
bianism m  her  bnef  discussion  ol  lemale 
sexuality  m  China.  Are  we  to  assume, 
therefore,  thai  il  does  not  officially  exist, 
as  seems  to  be  the  CCP's  line  on  the 
issue  (the  democratic -social  is!  premier  ol 
British  Columbia  returned  tram  a  China 
visit  with  heady  compliments  (or  their 
eradication  of  the  problem  ol  homosex- 
uality), or  is  this  an  indication  ol  Ms. 
Curtin  s  own  brand  o!  feminism,  lhat  is 
that  she  does  noi  see  lesbianism  as  an 
issue,  or  possibly  both?  Anyway,  divor- 
ces are  lough  to  get  in  China  and  there 
are  legal  penalties  lor  committing 
adultery,  both  ol  which  work  mostly  to 
the  detriment  ol  women. 

Women  5  place  in  the  Chinese 
economy  has  markedly  improved  since 
the  cultural  revolution,  but  again  this 
must  be  tempered  with  the  proviso  that 
upper  management  positions  are  still  a 
male  stomping  ground  and  that  sex  roles 
are  still  the  order  ol  the  day   In  politics 
women  are  becoming  increasingly  visible 
at  local  levels,  although  women  were 
only  10%  of  the  CCP  membership  in 
1961   (The  only  really  influential  woman 
in  Chinese  politics  today  is  Chiang  Ching 
-  Mao's  wife) 

Another  debilitating  factor*  in  the 
Chinese  women's  struggle  for  equality  is 
lhat  their  profile  in  the  Peoples 
Liberation  Army  is  at  most  faceless.  The 
PLA  and  CCP  are  the  two  most 
important  and  powerful  institutions  in 
China.  Politics  then  is  still  a  man's  pre- 
rogative save  the  politics  of  housekeep- 
ing which  is  almosl  exclusively  left  to, 
yes,  women.  Even  the  commendable 
progress  made  in  the  area  ol  child  care 
must  be  seen  as  only  a  functional 
change  in  women's  traditional  role  of 
guardian  of  children  daycare  centres  are 
mainly  staffed  by  women.  These  dis- 
parities between  men  and  women  are 
more  pronounced  still  in  the  country- 
side. 

Disconcerting  as  all  this  is,  there  is  an 
even  greater  cause  for  concern  because 
Ms.  Curtin  concludes  that  there  is  little  in 
the  way  of  feminist  consciousness  in 
China.  She  bases  this  conclusion  on  the 
witness  ol  the  "Committee  ol  Concerned 
Asian  Scholars"  (as  to  who  they  are  she 
provides  no  due)  and  the  reports  of  a 
German  scholar  and  a  member  ol  the 
New  Zealand  Socialist  Action  League  In 
noting  this,  1  wish  neither  to  be  read  as 
deprecating  scholarship  nor  as  'red-bait- 
ing' Rather,  I  am  reasserting  my  earlier 
point  that  this  is  not  the  stuff  from  which 
reliable  generalizations  are  safely  made. 

And  for  those  not  favorably  disposed 
to  a  socialist  arrangement  of  things  and 
who  would  choose  to  interpret  this  data 
along  the  lines  of  'God  Bless  Capital- 
ism .  they  need  only  be  reminded  thai 
Ms  Curtin  fully  realizes  lhat  Ihe  fault  lies 
not  with  socialism  itself  but  with  the 
historical  structures  ol  male  prerogative 
and  pnvilege  They  are  lo  be  found  in  the 
Chinese  bureaucracy  and,  like  any  other 
socially  and  psychologically  sustained 
tradition,  must  be  combatted   Here  and 
in  China. 
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.     In  an  article  called    Pigs  and  Fishes" 
(BP  #18)  I  talked  about  the  largely 
negative  attitude  taken  towards  gay 
writing  by  commercial  publishing  houses; 
much  ol  whai  is  most  exciting,  strong, 
different,  or  simply  more  limited  in 
appeal,  is  issued  by  smaller  publishers 
whose  operations  are  not  as  relentlessly 
mercantile 

A  friend  of  mine  suggested  to  me  that 
about  half  the  contemporary  writing  that 
is  good  enough  to  survive  the  moment  is 
not  published  by  the  larger  houses  but  is 
either  unpublished,  self -published  or 
published  by  a  small  press.  This  column, 
which  will  appear  regularly  in  The  Body 
Politic,  will  survey  and  review  books  and 
pamphlets  ol  gay  poetry,  stories,  artwork 
and  polemic  from  these  "alternate 
presses '.  Often,  these  will  be  books 
produced  and  distributed  by  gay  people 
themselves,  without  the  intervention  of 
Ihe  straight  publishing  establishment. 

I'll  be  giving  publishers  addresses 
whenever  possible  so  you  can  wnte  in 
and  order  what  you  want  directly  -  they'll 


be  happy  to  hear  from  you! 

Ron  Schreiber's  Moving  to  a  New 
Place  is  published  by  the  Alice  James 
Poetry  Co-operative  (138  Mt.  Auburn  Si 
Cambridge,  MA  02138;  S3)  which  usually 
prints  women's  poetry.  Schreiber's 
writing  is  that  of  a  (gay)  man  integrat- 
ing his  life  -  politics,  work,  loves,  friend- 
ships -  and  letting  us  share  in  the  pro- 
cess "Manchester  beach  thoughts"  is 
typical  in  this  way  -  a  quiet,  thought- 
ful narrative  of  the  poet's  coming  to 
terms  with  himself  and  his  experience  as 
he  and  some  friends  pitch  tents,  cook 
supper  and  sleep  to  the  sound  of  the  tide 
on  the  California  coast  A  beautiful 
poem;  an  attractive  book. 

Gabriel  is  a  long  narrative  by  the 
Victonan  gay  writer  John  Adding  Ion 
Symonds,  a    youthful  dream.,   homo- 
sexual in  inspiration  ,  published  in  full  for 
the  first  lime  by  Michael  deHartmgton  (60 
Oxford  St.  London,  England)  in  a  limited 
edition,  with  an  introduction  by  Robert 
Peters  and  Timothy  d'Arch  Smith. 

John  Lauritsen's  Poems  and  Trans- 
lations (26  St.  Marks  PI.,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10003,  85c)  combines  some  ol  his 
own  work  with  versions  ol  Stefan 
George,  Brecht  and  Holderlm.  George  is 
a  particularly  difficult  poet  lo  trans- 
late and  Lauritsen's  attempt  to  render  the 
poet's  marmoreal  style  by  combining  col- 
loquialisms like  "raunchy"  with  high- 
flown  tongue-twisters  (Lineage  less  in 
the  throng  grow/Rare  scions  with 
intrinsic  rank..  ")  does  not  make  easy 
reading'  Launtsen  s  habit  of  maintaining 
German  grammar  in  his  English  trans 
latwns  is  also  unnecessarily  awkward. 
There  are  rewards  here  nonetheless,  and 
the  book  is  illustrated  with  some  delight- 
ful an  reproductions   The  naked  youth  on 
Ihe  cover  is  especially  winsome' 

I've  enjoyed  Sal  Fannetta  s  poems  lor 
some  time  in  magazines  and  in  his  first 
book  Hunger  He  is  an  uneven  poet,  but 
his  best  tines  are  taui  and  evocative 


Stiff  Uie  dream  drugget]  body 

and  the  opening  into  Ihe  night 

Enler  this  stranger 

Iragranl  from  gardens  of  log 

logether  we  slip  into  sleep 

lhat  well  ol  night  thai  cool  water 

The  Orange  Telephone  (Good  Gay 
Poets.  PO  Box  331.  Kenmore  St..  Bos- 
ton. MA  0221S,  $2.50)  is  bound  back-to- 
back  with  Nueslra  Senora  Oe  Los 
Dolores  by  Charlie  Shive'y,  who  has 
published  better  poems  in  Winston  Ley- 
land's  Angels  of  the  Lyre 

George  Stanley's  The  Stick  (Talon- 
books.  201  1019  E   Cordova.  Van- 
couver, B.C.;  S3. 50)  collects  poems  writ- 
ten from  1969  to  1973.  There  are  some 
vivid  lines  and  moments,  noiably  in  the 
poem  "Ignorance",  but  lor  the  most  part, 
the  book  seems  colourless,  like  its  very 
grey  cover 

Bed  1  (1247  W  7th,  Vancouver.  B.C.) 
is  the  first  issue  of  a  mimeo'd  West 
Coast  literary  maga2ine,  with  contribu- 
tions by  Scott  Watson,  Stan  Persky, 
George  Stanley  and  others.  A  personal 
article  by  Persky  ruminates  on  homo- 
sexuality and  oppression,  in  rather 
clotted  prose.  The  cover,  by  Watson,  is  a 
mess. 

When  I  first  saw  Tim  Lennox's  Calif- 
ornia Weekend  and  Other  Poems 
(Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop,  15 
Chnstopher  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  100U, 
S2)  in  a  shop-window  in  New  York,  I 
thought,  thanks  to  the  well-designed 
cover  by  Paul  Zaccagnino.  that  it  was  a 
large  volume  Irom  one  of  the  big  presses 
-  which  shows  what  can  be  done  with 
only  enough  money  for  white  paper  and 
black  ink.  Lennox's  poems  are  quiet, 
sensitive,  personal.  The  best,  and 
longest  in  the  book  is  "Intruder",  about 
Ihe  poet's  younger  sell,  reflected  in 
others,  met  and  glimpsed    "Sky-kite  boy" 
also  shows  a  feeling  for  the  right 
cadence  and  rhythm  Some  ol  other 
poems  are  less  technically  accom- 
plished, but  California  Weekend  is  a 
first  book  by  a  poet  obviously  still 
growing  into  his  voice,  already  his  later 
work  shows  a  developing  talent. 

Peter  Farlekas'  The  Undiscovered 
Country  (Vantage  Press,  516  W  34th 
St.-New  York,  NY.  10001 ,  $3:95)  is  a 
collection  ol  personal  free  verse  and  prose 
poems   in  spite  ol  ihe  arrangement  ol 
these  into  numbered  "days",  Ihe  book 
lacks  an  overall  discipline  The  "Epil- 
ogue'' is  in  the  form  of  a  "Doctor's 
Report"  wrapping  up  the  poet's  "case". 
"Mr.  Farlekas, "  says  the  jacket-blurb, 
turned  to  poetry  when  the  events  of  his 
life  became  too  painful  to  express  in 
Other  ways";  nevertheless,  the  lugub- 
nousness  of  the  poet's  "personal  cathar- 
sis" would  be  more  palatable  if  the  sell- 
pity  were  less  obvious  -  or  more 
originally  expressed. 

Michael  tally's  Sex  and  The  Swing 
Era  are  anatomical  poems  bound  back  to 
back  from  Lucy  &  Ethel,  c/o  Tim  Dlugos, 
1437  Rhode  Island  Ave  ,  N.W..  Washing- 
ton, DC.  20005) 

The  art-work  ol  Wilton  David  (GleepM) 
appears  frequently  in  the  gay  press,  on 
posters  and  on  small  press  books,  as 
well  as  in  galleries,  and  is  slowly  becom- 
ing well-known   His  style  is  distinctive 
and  unmistakable  -  the  lirm,  bold  ink- 
drawings  of  relaxed  but  serious  and 
strangely  statuesque  nudes,  usually 
posed  against  patterned  quills  and  tapes- 
tries Their  clean  outlines  seem  to  invite 
the  viewer  to  "fill  them  in"  with  brilliant 
color,  so  Gleeps  Erotic  Art  Coloring 
Book,  published  by  the  Zeida  Gooch 
Studio  12011  Atwood.  3-3,  Madison,  Wl 
53704.  S)0)  is  ihe  pertecl  package,  It 
includes  both  male  and  lemale  nudes, 
and  all  the  pages  can  be  removed  and 
used  as  posters. 

John  Lehmann  and  Thorn  Gunn  are 
two  of  the  best  English  poets  wnting; 
both  work  in  a  conservative,  literary  style 
thai  they  use  with  great  control  and 
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passive  role  with  Harold  the  aggressor 
I  am  not  ruling  out  the  possibility  thai 
your  com'c  pictures  could  simply  be 
characterizing  two  individuals  with  per- 
sonal tastes,  behaviours,  etc  but  un- 
fortunately your  characters  too  closely 
follow  the  heterosexual  myth  o(  maJe- 
active,  female-passive  roles 

Finally,  m  the  third  to  the  last  Irame, 
your  paper  grves  tacit  approval  to  the 
social  myth  that  good  sen  need  always 
be  accompanied  by  a  soothing  dnnk  or  a 
relaxing  cigarette  Can't  homosexual  sex 
be  pleasurable  in  itself  without  other 
oratities  to  compensate  tor  it.  to  fulfill  that 
i  ma i  craving? 

For  these  reasons.  I'm  quite  appalled 
that  you  ever  chose  to  pnnt  thai  trashy 
comic   I'm  not  denying  ihat  the  charac- 
ters depicted  were  both  male  bodies  - 
and  same  sex  relations,  presented 
openly  and  positively,  is  something  we 
gays  need  lo  see  Bui  the  sex  role  typing 
thai  was  displayed  in  Ihe  comic  was  a 
temble  oversight   Homosexual  publi- 
cations today  need  lo  enlighten  the  gay 
populalion.  not  just  give  it  whal  il  wants. 


The  cartoon  by  Rand  Holmes  I  found 
10  be  witty,  sexy,  and  still  made  a  point. 
And  there  was  also  something  extra, 
something  I'm  not  sure  I  can  explan;  an 
honesty  about  the  sex  ad  between 
males  that  was  tender,  real  sexy  and  yet 
nol  an  exploitative  type  ol  pornography 
although  I  have  nothing  againsi  porno. 

I  just  want  to  thank  you  and  1  hope  I 
can  get  this  paper  into  the  hands  ol  more 
people.  M  will  do  all  our  heads  some 
good. 


Mother  and  son 
like  Harold  Hedd 

I  work  in  a  bookstore,  am  not  gay,  and 
have  a  7  year-old-son  who  couldn't  care 
less  about  your  paper,  though  he  dearly 
loves  Harold  Hedd  comix  and  Freak 
Bros  In  fact,  I've  never  sold  your  mag  to 
anyone  under  20  though  we  are  located 
only  a  block  Irom  a  high  school 

So  who  is  the  morality  squad  trying  to 
fool?  The  "Christian"  crusaders  are  a 
worse  influence  than  any  gays  in  my 
neighbourhood.  The  former  try  to  fill 
small  children's  minds  with  guilt  and  fear, 
defiling  the  beauty  of  the  very  body  god 
gave  us,  and  the  beautiful  things  we  are 
capable  of  doing  with  it. 

So  keep  up  the  good  work,  and  since 
I  m  also  a  fan  of  cocksucking,  you  can 
sign  me, 

Ms.  Ann  Onymus 

Western  Canada 

Gay  Woman 
Evicted 

I  have  been  asked  to  leave  my  rented 
flat  with  no  notice  or  rent  rebate  because 

a  friendly  conversation  I  told  my  land- 
lady that  I  was  a  homosexual. 

I  am  a  professional  woman  of  over 
sixty,  working  with  children,  a  visitor  to 
this  country 

Sooner  than  nsk  any  publicity.  I 
packed  and  went  immediately  (10:30 
p.m  ),  but  not  before  my  landlady  had 
phoned  immigration  and  asked  them  to 
check  up  with  my  home  country 

'  listened  carefully  to  my  landlady's 
reasons.  She  is  a  fundamentalist 
Christian  and  obeys  the  law  of  god  as 
laid  down  in  the  bible.  Her  belief  is  thai 
any  sex  onentatlon  (even  if  not  prac- 
tised) is  a  sin  and  she  has  a  clear  duty 
to  her  christian  home  and  children  nol  to 
have  a  sinner  under  her  root  Her  regret 
tor  hurting  me  was  genuine 

Colleagues,  beware  of  confiding  in 
fundamentalists' 

Evictee  (Name  withheld  at  writer  s 

request  ) 

Toronto 


Support  for  lovers 

I  am  a  woman,  gay.  still  young  and 
attractive  and  alone  at  this  present  time 
The  issue  at  hand  is  not  male  or  female 
It  is  one  of  human  need  and  that  is  the 
basis  of  Alan  Belkin's  article.  I  am  totally 
in  accord  with  this  viewpoint  in  wanting 
and  needing  one  person  to  love  and  to 
be  loved  by  thai  person  in  return.  AJan 
Belkm  has  morals,  principles  and  values 
He  has  found  no  satisfaction  in  bnef 
encounters  with  other  men  He  probably 
never  will  Because  of  his  nature  his 
preference  would  be  monogamy  Merv 
Walker  has  completely  shattered  all  hope 
Alan  Belkjn  may  have  ever  had  of  finding 
this  true  and  beautiful  relationship  with 
that  one  special  person 

Merv  Walker  talks  about  imitating  the 
heterosexual  way  ol  life  as  being  oppres- 
sive and  restrictive.  To  whom?  Hasn't 
Merv  Walker  ever  heard  of  true  love? 
Just  physical  relief  lor  the  body,  found  at 
random,  anywhere  at  anytime  with 
almost  anyone  is  not  emotionally  satis- 
fying. It's  emotionally  stilling  and  frus- 
trating. 

We  are  human  beings.  Mr  Walker  We 
have  human  feelings  and  needs.  We 

1  build  any  type  ol  relationship  with 
someone  who  just  passes  through  our 
life.  Someday  we  fall  m  love  When  that 
happens  we  don't  want  or  need  anyone 
sexually  or  emotionally  We  are  ful- 
filled. No.  Mr  Walker,  we  don  1  "desire  to 
cut  ourselves  oft  from  all  but  one  other 
person  with  whom  we  will  build  our  lives." 
We  desire  to  build  our  lives  with  one 
other  person  and  live  within  the  gay  com' 
munity  Still  remaining  faithful  to  that  one 
person  It's  called  commitment. 

There  are  some  people  unfortunately 
who  have  never  been  in  love.  No  one 
has  ever  loved  them  All  through  their 
lives  they  just  go  on  in  superficial  re- 
lationships and  think  that's  all  there  Is  to 
love, 

think,  Mr.  Walker,  that  you're  letting 
your  lower  nature  get  the  best  of  you.  I 
say  lo  Alan  Belkm  lo  just  keep  on 
Ihinkmg  the  way  Ihat  he  feels  nght  for 
him.  You  cant  be  happy  living  other 
peoples'  life  styles.  You're  a  person  and 
important  to  yourself. 

You  will  find  what  you're  looking  lor 
There  are  others  who  seek  these  same 
things  This  man  you  meet  will  apprec- 
iate you  and  love  you. 


This  is  in  response  lo  Merv  Walker's 
comment  on  Alan  Belkin's   Why  I  Want 
a  Lover"  What  a  load  of  bullshit.  He's 
taking  politics  to  an  extreme  ol  cold- 
ness, where  people  are  no  longer  human 
individuals 

What  the  fuck  is  wrong  with  love?  Is 
that  not  what  Alan  wants,  someone  to 
love  and  lo  love  him?  Did  he  say  he 
wanted  to  own  someone,  like  a  piece  ol 
property? 

would  never  ask  a  lover  to  be  faith- 
ful to  me.  lo  fuck  only  with  me.  And  I 
could  never  be  faithful  to  a  lover.  A 
monogamous  relationship  is  neurotic  and 
pathetic  If  I  loved  someone  and  knew 
they  cared  for  me,  it  wouldn't  dimmish 
our  love  and  affection  if  we  fucked  with 
other  people. 

At  the  present,  1  love  a  certain  man. 
but  every  day  I  see  attractive  men  and 
will  sleep  with  them  if  I  have  the  chance. 
One  has  no  right  to  demand  that  a  lover 
be  faithful.  Yet  what  is  wrong  with  loving 
another  human  being,  with  having  a 
relationship?  Is  it  only  politically  correct 
to  flop  from  bed  to  bed? 

Phillip  Caims 

Scarborough 


I  think  perhaps  you  slighty  misinterp- 
reted my  idea  of  a  relationship"  m 
assuming  1  meant  a  role-playing  hetero- 
sexual-style "marnage"  cut  off  Irom  com- 
munity  This  is  certainly  a  fa/  cry  from 
my  concept  of  a  good  relationship  All  I 
was  really  expressing  was  a  desire  lor 
some  expenences  to  go  beyond  being 
casual,  and  to  get  to  know  one  person  in 


deeper  and  more  extended  (not 
necessarily  permanent)  way   Surely  lhts 
it  a  "heterosexual'  need,  but  rather 
a  human  one.  and  certainly  carries  no 
implication  of  "love  as  adhesive   -  a 
concept  by  which  I  am  Irankly  repelled 
think  perhaps  the  word   lover    is  a 
red  Mag  m  this  context  and  may  have 
some  ol  the  wrong  associations  lor  what 
"  wanted  to  say. 


Thoughts  on 
Susan  Saxe 

The  question  that  needs  clarifying  is 
did  Miss  Saxe  or  did  she  not  aid  in  any 
way  "in  a  Philadelphia  bank  robbery  and 
theft  of  classified  government  docu- 
ments,.."? That  is  the  only  question 
that  needs  answering.  All  other  con' 
siderations  are  irrelevant  to  the  issue. 
Certainly  there  can  be  no  assumed 
relationship  permitted  between  those 
charges  and  this  young  lady's  sexual 
behaviour 

Persons  who  believe  that  the  US  Is  In- 
tnnsically  evil,  and  repressive  in  Its  treat- 
ment of  Negroes  and  Mexicans  and 
other  minorities,  and  who  believe  that  the 
Indochina  conflict  was  a  result  ot  an 
immoral,  imperialistic  aggression  on  the 
part  ot  our  nation,  and  who  believe  thai 
political  circumstances  sometimes  justify 
such  activities  as  robbery  and  theft  may 
want  to  support  Miss  Saxe  in  her  present 
fight  -  even  it  she  is  guilty  But  there  are 
probably  jusl  as  many  sexual  revo- 
lutionaries (perhaps  ihe  majority)  who 
believe  that  the  US  is  one  of  the  least 
repressive  societies  in  human  history, 
that  the  war  in  Indochina  was  not 
immoral,  and  that  war  related  research  is 
nol  necessarily  wicked,  etc  They,  of 
course,  will  tum  a  deaf  ear  lo  Miss 
Saxes  plea  -  even  if  she  is  innocent. 

It  would  be  a  violation  of  the  right  to 
individual  opinion  if  we  were  to  invoke  in 
the  name  of  the  movement  a  party  line 
on  questions  like  Vietnam,  or  Israel,  or 
the  American  system  itself.  II  you  want  to 


Joke  backfires 

enjoy  reading  The  Body  Politic  very 
much,  but  when  I  received  my  lirsi  issue 
in  the  mail  I  was  very  surpnsed  You 
see,  I  was  still  in  the  closet  at  the  time, 
and  one  ol  my  straight  fnends  ifiought 
that  he  was  playing  a  great  joke  on  me 
by  buying  me  a  subscription  to  a  "per' 
vert  newspaper "  At  a  later  date  I  came 
out  lo  him,  and  he  was  quite  shocked  to 
find  out  how  his  joke  had  backfired  on  him 
He  lost  the  straight  me  and  gained  the 
gay  me. 


Gay  Youth 
supports  coming 
out  articles 

I  find  The  Body  Politic  very 
informative  and  interesting  The  present 
senes  of  articles  on  coming  out  is  espec- 
ially encouraging  to  me  since  I  just  came 
out  to  my  parents,  and  was  having 
trouble  getting  them  to  understand. 

I  think  Ihat  more  articles  of  this  type, 
thai  is,  of  the  kind  that  show    young 
gays  that  they're  not  the  only  ones  with  a 
particular  problem,  should  be  pnnted  in 
the  future  I  think  Ihat  the  edilonal 
collective  shares  my  view  that  Ihe  two 
responsibilities  Ol  The  Body  Politic  are 
lo  inform  gays  about  matters  which 
concern  them  and  which  are  not 
publicized  in  other  newspapers,  and  to 
develop  a  gay  "consciousness1'  and 
sense  of  community  Keep  up  the  good 
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raises  more  complex  issues  We  know 
trial  showing  «x*sucl«ng  is  not  Itie 
morality  squad's  idea  ot  good  taste  They 
think  it  obscene  no  matter  what  the  mes- 
sage contained  in  the  text  We  were 
more  surpnsed  by  the  reactions  ol  some 
gay  people  One  tetter  we  received  cntic- 
ises  the  cartoon  for  its  sexism  (see  letter 
page  2) 

Perhaps  at  this  point  I  should  explain 
how  the  collective  tell  about  the  cartoon. 
Most  importantly,  we  thought  il  refuted 
Ruben's  crazy  assertions  in  an  effective 
manner,  by  showing  the  unabashed 
enjoyment  of  gay  male  lovemaking.  It 
had  a  basic,  pro-gay,  pro-sex  message 
which  we  thought  should  be  repealed 

Moustaches  &  Tattoos 

We  did  have  some  reservations.  One 
was  that  once  again  the  cocks  were  un- 
necessarily large   The  majority  of  men 
are  neither  so  endowed,  nor  attracted  by 
size,  yet  the  exaggeration  in  graphic  rep- 
resentation persists,  Another  was  that 
the  depiction  ol  a  particular,  but 
common,  sex  act  has  a  normative 
impact.  Those  who  might  indeed  preler 
cantaloupes,  and  light  bulbs,  remain 
beyond  the  pale.  Saying  "not  all  gay 
men  do  that"  is  different  from  saying  no 
one  who  does  that  is  healthy"  But  we 
felt  Ihe  positive  message  outweighed  the 
others. 


The  criticisms  ol  the  letter  writer  are 
problematic  Yes,  one  man  has  a 
moustache  and  a    tattoo,  the  other  no 
moustache,  and  a  softer  face.  Bui  is 
such  graphic  differentiation  sexist?  Are 
these  'bulch  and  'fern'  stereotypes?  To 
me  they  seem  rather  clumsy  attempts  on 
the  pan  of  the  artist  to  make  the  two 
men  identifiably  different  The  features 
chosen  are  predictable  and  would 
probably  not  have  been  necessary  had 
the  artist  been  skilled  However,  I  would 
not  completely  discount  the  possibility 
(hat  images  may  have  an  unconscious 
impact  on  those  who  uncritically  accept 
role  playing  relationships,  or  who  worship 
at  the  altar  of  masculinity  Perhaps  Ihe 
artist,  still  trailing  such  residual  assump- 
tions, did  not  realize  he  was  making  the 
older,  hairy,  tattooed  man,  the  more 
active'  individual.  But  to  charactenze  the 
stance  in  one  frame  as  aggressive  and 
threatening  is  an  almost  obsessively  fine 
distinction.  The  context  seems  to 
disoouni  it. 

If  these  elements  constitute  sexism 
then  it  suggests  the  real  impossibility  ol 
ever  being  able  to  represent  pictonally 
such  a  sexual  act  totally  devoid  of  them, 
Do  sideburns,  moustaches  and  tattoos 
have  the  same  unequivocal  symbolic 
impact  ol  machismo'  as  cocks?  The  only 
graphic  solution  would  then  be  to  create 
two  identical,  featureless  figures  with  no 
vanation  in  perspective  or,  indeed,  any 
interesl  whatsoever. 

To  become  aware  of  Ihe  pervasive- 
ness o  l  these  images  of  rote -playing,  ol 
power  and  aggression,  arid  to  become 
more  sensitive  lo  their  negative  influence 
is  an  important  and  necessary  step  for 
gay  people.  Gay  men,  especially,  must 
become  more  aware  of  how  these 
insidious  male  symbols  work  In  our 


society  and  why  too  many  of  us  over- 
value them.  We  should  also  try  harder  to 
understand  how  women  read  to  them 
Buf  we  cannot  capitulate  to  a  moraionum 
on  the  representation  ol  nudity  It  begs 
the  question,  rather  than  confronts  it 

My  conclusion  from  all  of  this  is  that  to 
impose  a  self-contained  definition  of 
sexism,  which  will  be  used  as  an 
infallible  touchstone  for  identification,  is 
impossible  and  useless  Sexism  cannot 
really  exist  in  isolation.  It  is  a  contextual 
and  relative  phenomenon,  ansmg  out  of 
the  interaction  ol  various  social  forces.  It 
can  be  institutionalized  or  personal.  II 
can  be  demonstrated  by  an  act  or  an 
attitude  It  can  reveal  itself  in  a  name  or 
a  picture  Bui  it  has  no  meaning  oulside 
of  the  social  relations  which  produced 
these  ads,  attitudes  and  artifacts* 
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intensity  Both  Gunn's  To  the  Air  (David 
R  Godine.  306  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 16,  S3)  and  Lehmann's  The 
Reader  At  Night  (Basilike,  Box  303, 
Postal  Stn.  A.  Toronto,  S20)  are  attrac- 
tively-designed hard-cover  chapbooks, 
Ihe  Lehmann  in  a  limited,  numbered 
edition  ol  250  copies. 

The  twelve  poems  of  The  Reader  At 
Night  range  from  the  humor  of  "Roman 
Life,  Modern  Times"  (about  Petronius' 
Gton,  "A  type  whose  vows  were  hol- 
low down  the  ages")  to  the  moving 
gravity  ol  his  elegy  for  Virginia  Woolt, 
"The  Lady  ol  Etvedon"  "This  Much  and 
More"  I  especially  liked  -  a  fine  poem 
about  Byron's  boy  loves. 

Gunn  has  always  known  how  to  use 
tight  poetic  structure  to  ils  best  advan- 
lage,  to  give  a  iense  power  to  his  vrvid 
and  sometimes  violent  language.  The 
lalent  is  here  in  To  the  Air.  in  a  long, 
sensuous  poem  like  "The  Bath  House". 
or  in  Ihe  short  lyric  "The  Bed": 

The  pulsing  slops  where  time  has  been. 
The  garden  i&  snow-bound. 
The  branches  weighed  down  and  ihe  paths 
filled  in. 
Drifts  quilt  the  ground 

We  lie  soft-caught,  still  now  it's  done. 
Loose-twined  across  the  bed 
Like  wrestling  statues;  bui  it  still  goes  on 
Inside  my  head.  ■ 


And  We  Thought  We  Were 
Only  Sleeping 

"History  is  made  at  night  And  the 
nights  ol  homosexuals  are  not  conducive 
to  a  healthy  history." 
(McKenzie  Porter,  The  Toronto  Sun  Oct 
10/75.) 


GSU  Building            (*     A   T   C  GATE  Toronto 

16  Bancroft  Ave.         \*«**«  I  ■  ^  ■  961-9389 

Toronto  364-6731 

OH  Huron          —^  _    _  _  -^  ^  -^  Starts  at  9  pm 
North  ol  College     [j/\  |\|  C  E  O 

THIRD  SATURDAY  OF  EACH  MONTH 

FQOD  and  DRINK 


Mill  III* 


«  I  SMI     INS  4   »l  1/4   t 


C«  247A  Wellesley  East  923-6549  < 


PLANTS  a  TERRARIUMS 


COME  OUT 
S-    FIGHTING 

The  Newspaper  ot  the  Lavender  &  Red  Union 


Pedophile 
Liberation  Group 

We  are  working  for  improved  under- 
Standing  of  pedophilia  and  lor  the  rights 
of  kids  and  adults  to  have  rela  lion  ships. 
If  you  are  a  liberated  pedophile,  or  want 
to  be  -  write  us.  Details  and  sample  of 
our  monthly,  SI  Belter  Life.  256  S. 
Robertson,  Beverly  Hills.  CA  90211, 
U.SA 


GAY  TIDE 


SUBSCRIBE  TO 

Gay  Tfde 
2146  Yew  St 
Vancouver,  BC 
Canada 


S2  for  6  issues 

S5  for  6  Issues 

(supporting  subscription) 

All  papers  sent  in 

plain  wrapper. 


GAY  LEFT 


Copies  by  post  90=  Canadian,  Reduced 
rates  tor  additional  copies.  Gay  Left,  c/o 

36A  Craven  Road.  London.  W.a.  ENGLAND 


S~^~\ MONTREAL  ^^Tw- A 


Montreal's  finest  gay  news- 
magazine. Only  $3.00  tor  a  ten 
month  subscription. 


P.O    Sox  36. 
Station  'C. 

Montreal.  Quebec 


C1AHIFIEP 


We  welcome  your  ads. 

Advertising  Rates  are:  10c  per  word  for  individuals 
and  30c  per  word  (or  business  and  commercial. 
services  Please  enclose  payment  with  your  ad 

II  you  do  not  wish  to  use  your  own  address,  ask  us 
to  assign  you  a  Drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies 
to  you  once  a  week.  Forwarding  charge  is  $1  per  ad 
per  issue.  Beginning  with  issue  #22  w»will  be  discon- 
tinuing the  ad  Pick-up  service.  Advertisers  picking  up 
replies  to  ads  already  placed  should  phone  (961-9389) 
before  coming  to  the  office. 

We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  any  ad. 

All  replies  to  ads  listing  a  Drawer  number  should  be 
addressed  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Bon  7289,  Stn.  A, 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


FRIENDS-4 


WINNIPEG  VOUNG  HALE    *■   5'°      h8T" 

WINNIHtLi . Bulkj   good  nalu,e0,  mature,  pro'BS- 

INTELLIGENT  26  year  old  Winnipeg     Sl0naj    interested  in  many  scenes. 

woman  wants  id  meet  other  Winnipeg     straight    appearance    and   manner- 

IK'°     isms,  non-hairy    I  seek  a  perman- 

enl   relation  snip  with  a   slim,   young. 

non-hairy,  boyish  male  1 5-23  as  a  life 

partner   Answer  all  accompanied  by 

photo  Drawer  264 

FARM  SOY.  blond  hair,   blue  eyes. 


'nendship  and  possible 
lasting  relationship  Have  many 
interests,  but  am  lonely  and  having 
difficulty  meeting  other  Lesbians  in 
Winnipeg.    Please  reply  it  you  are 

FRiENDS-f7 

MARITIMES  


1*0  it. 


Am  high  school  |odt.  18 


MARITIME  GAV.  29,  male,  quiet,  pro-  meet 

fessional,  straight  appearance,  otters  looks 

discreet  tnondship  lo  tesidenls  ot  Ihe  games 

Maritime  Provinces  Or  any  who  may  muscle 

travelling  in  ihis  area  Pholo  would  Am  mtt 

appreciated.  The  pnvacy  ol  your  Havers 
confidence  is  guaranteed 
will  be 


t.-,  t. 


VOUNG.  36.  5'4".  140  lbs,  consld- 

handsome    Uke  to  correspond 

meet   other  gay   or  bl   males 

ed  or  single  for  good  limes  and 

possible  good  (nendship  NOT  Inter- 

■   orS'M, 

8  0.  Dope,  Way  ou 

and  prefer  to  meet 

Enpy  most  things 

Prefer  Saint  John  n  tt    ano  nairtax 

■abut  will  answer  all  Phone&pholo 

ase  it  possible.  PO  Boi  7004.  Stn 

Saint  John,  MB. 


other  well  muscled  gey  or  o. 
who    are    into    body   contact 

body  straining  against  theirs 
Am  interested  smelly  in  Ihe  physical 
Have  car  and  will  travel  to  meet  Reply 
with  photo  gets  same  J  Snider. 
RR*8.  Woodford.  Onl 
TORONTO 

MASCULINE  MALE  aged  25  would 
like  to  meet  sincere  masculine  teilow 
lor  Inendship  or  possible  long  lasting 
relationship   I  am  5  8    and  142  lbs  I 


good  physique  and  I  am  considered 
'££7  good  looking  I  enjoy  ihe  outdoors  and 
airlai     swimming  I  have  a  relatively  good  |ob 

and  take  courses  2  nights  a  week 


:.  types 


MONTREAL 


MONTREAL  SLAVE  wanled  by  hand- 
mature,    professional    man 

Should  be  16-40,  under  S'6 ".  hairless 

body,  prelerabty  plump  Must  be  BSD 
expert  French  active  Rubber 
,  iransvestite  welcomed 

Photo  wilh  first  letter,  please.  Drawer 

262 


OTTAWA 


HOMELOVING  ENGLISHMAN,  you- 
handsome.  45,  Photographer/ 
Draughtsman,  with  man  interests 
including  lealher/demm,  recently 
emerged  trom  the  closet,  Irving  in 
Otlawa.  seeks  ma  lure  companion 
28-46,  lo  share  home,  leisure  & 
.S  on  50/50  Ina)  basis,  with  view 
ssi ble  permanent  relationship. 
re  replies  lo  Drawer  274 


le  perplexed 


BOYISH   26, 
igent,  sensilr 

have    to    admit    jjiy     desire     lor 
iare-botlom    spanking    (both   ways] 
oesn'l  lit  with  the  rest  ol  my  person- 
ally   But  since  it's  real  I  I 
explore  il  not  only  tor  pleasure 

better  understand  mysell  Would 
like  to  meet  attractive  guy  ol  similar 
age.  build  and  desire,  preferably 
id  Ottawa/ Montreal,  lor  enjoy- 
ment and  perhaps  mutual  aid  in  selt- 
understanding  m  tight  ot  our  shared 
interest  Sincerity  and  good  will  are 
important  than  experience.  No 
lealher  or  S'M  of  any  kind  Willanswer 
letters  with  good  pholo  Jay,  Drawer 
258   Good  loving  to  all 

QUEBEC ___ 

QUEBEC,  34  years  old,  truck  dnver 
S'8".  165  IB 


JOIN  I  SB. A.  the  greal  way  ot 
meeting  gays  across  Canada.  Special 
student  rales,  free  it  just  21  For  tree 
delatls.  write  Box  142,  Sin  O,  Toronto 

M4T  2L9. ..  

GAY  THANSVESTtTE  26.  new  in 
Toronto,  wishes  lo  meet  olher  TVs 
Gay  or  Straight.  Drawer  275 
GREEK  PLEASURE  Young  lop  man 
(men)  wanted  between  15  and  4S 
Musi  be  exceptionally  well  hung  and 
interested  In  taking  cere  ol  great  rear 
end  of  bottom  man  age  45  II  Greek 
is  your  pleasure,  stop  looking  any  far- 
ther, as  I  have  what  you  are  looking 
lot     No    drugs,    54  M.    etc     Phone 

482-9641  Toronto,  Hal 

SLAVE-BOY  warned  lor  afcsnonate 
domination,  humiliation  and  punish- 
ment Oy  an  attractive,  understanding 
young  Master  (especially  into  train- 
ing beginners!)  II S/M  fascinates  you 
and  you  need  lo  be  put  through  your 
lanlasies.  send  a  teller  and  photo  lo 
Ian.  UTHA,  SAC  offices.  Hart  House 

■anl    lo      Circle.  University  ot  Toronto 
lut  also     PROFESSIONAL  while  male,  recanl- 
,        ly  moved  to  Toronto.  27.  S  10".  155 


etc  Wme  your  detailed  description 
and  desires  even  if  unsure,  then  we 
can  phone  or  meet  or  exchange 
photos  and  explore  prospects  in  a 
Inendly  way  Box  204  Etobteoke,  Onl 

M9C 4V3 

MALE  29.  professional  and  straight 
appearance  wishes  to  meet  the  same, 
to  age  35,  lor  Inendship  Not 
interested  in  bars,  baths,  or  drugs 
Discretion  is  important  to  me.  and  can 
be  expected  in  return  If  interested. 
wnte  to  Box  7046,  Stn  A.  Toronto, 
Om   M5W  1  X7 

MALE.  24,  63  .  160  lbs.,  recent  col- 
lege grad,  goodWoking  and  looking 
pnmanly  for  casual  encounters  Love 
giving     French     Must     be    discreet 

Drawer  240 

WHITE  MALE,  age  30.  6  .  well  built, 
hairy,  well  endowed,  dark  curly  hair, 

art,  out-ol-dOOrs  Interested  in  similar 
type  person,  slim  only  No  drugs. 
SdM,  BSD,  Send  photo  Pete,  21 
Claxton  Blvd.  Apt    I,  Toronto,  Om 

M6C  1L7 

MALE  ORIENTAL.  25.  58  .  145  lbs 
Reasonable  good  looking  Straight 
appearance  Considerate,  agreeable, 
and  Inendly  Possess  baste  good 
qualities  of  a  human  being  Discretion 
will  begrven  and  is  expected  in  rolum. 
Seek  sincere  Inendship  with  com- 
patible white  males  All  replies 
acknowledged  Drawer  271_ 
STRAIGHT-LOOKING  gay  male,  32, 
5'10  ",  165|llabbybut  willing  to  rectify) 
pounds;  average  looking,  blue  eyes, 
brown,  thinning  hair,  goatee;  hairy 
body  It  is  not  color,  looks,  brains  or 
endowment  I  am  looking  for    It  is  a 

defined  body  -  an  athlete  or  body- 
builder Is  there  any  Adonis  out  there 
looking  for  a  long- la  sting  relationship 
with  a  bright,  farthlul.  discreel  guy  into 
the  arts,  spectator  sports,  travel  and 
quiet  evenings?  But  not  into  bars, 
baths  or  drugs  Will  answer  all  letters 
with  photo  Drawer  270 

HANDSOME  youlh  wilh  many  mler- 

ship  or  lo  share  central  apt  Will 
answer  all  regardless.  Drawer  269 
18  YEAR  OLD  well  built  male  seeks 
Interesting  males  18-28  lor  frequent 
uninhibited  se 


mentor  wnte  lo  me  Toronto  area  pre- 
ferred but  all  replies  answered  Photo 
appreciated  and  relumed  Drawer  257 
PROFESSIONAL     WHITE     MALE. 

Straight  appearance,  38,  6  t  .  IBS 
lbs  ,  salt  and  pepper  hair,  brown  eyes 
masculine  Seeks  similar  to  40  tor  sin- 
cere, possible  longlasting  Inendship  I 
am  Greek  active,    French  passive 

music  (especially  opera),  Iheatre, 
dining,  skiing  Discretion  is  important 
lo  me  and  can  be  expected  in  return 

Reply  drawer  256 

QUIET 


n  guy  w 
ationship     (hairy 


ei255 

MALE  early  30  s  looking  lor  gay  or  bi 
males  pnmanly  for  casual  encoun- 
ters. Must  be  discreet.  Note  with 
phone    »   &   photo  it  possible    Will 

answer  all    Drawer  254 

PROFESSIONAL  GUY.  a  young  30, 
wishes  to  expand  his  circle  ol  Inends 
My  interests  indude  travel,  dining  out. 

tennis,  etc  I'm  white,  six  feet  tall.  145 
lbs.,  straight  appearance,  and  have 
been  lold  I'm  good  looking  I'm  not  s 
bar-fly.  am  fairty  quiet,  and  would  like 
lo  meel  other  stable  guys,  perhaps 
more  outgoing  than  mysell,  trom 
25-35.  with  similar  interests  Whilesor 
orientals  pre  I  erred  Discretion  as- 
sured, I  expect  the  same  Reply  PO 
Box  6921.  Sin  A,  Toronto  MSW  1  XG 
JOCKSTRAPS,  locksocks.  unusual 
cockrlngs  6  other  para- 


be  si 


,;- Cul.V 


lorio.    I 


anjoy  n 


get  together  for  wild  scenes  Photo 
and  Phone  no  to  Drawer  278_ 
ORIENTAL  GAY  MALE  20.  57  ,  135 
lbs.,  wishes  to  meel  other  gay  men  lor 
Inendship  and  eventually  a  permanent 
relationship  My  interests  Include  a 
variety  Ol  subjects  especially  Ihe  Arts 
such  as  music,  movies,  painting, 
sculpture  etc  and  theatre  Consider- 
ed 'o  have  average  good  looks  and 
enjoy  Ihe  liner  things  in  lilo  Dislike 
bars,  baths,  any  cruising  areas  and  no 
SM  Seeking  a  person  who  has  same 

meet  whites  18-35  Looking  tor  a  sin- 
cere relationship  that  will  last  long  Alt 
replies  answered  with  discretion 
Drawer  279 


^7     VANCOUVER 


age.  preferences  and  preferably  send 
pholo  No  SM  or  TV,  Masc  appear- 
ance only  II  you  are  really  mteres- 
led  in  coming  (hen  write  to  Box  163, 
Station  "Z ".  Toronto,  M5N  2Z4_ 
YOUNG  MALE.  20,  5:8",  145  slim" 
Brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  mature,  sensi- 
tive, honest  Enjoy  most  types  ot 
music,  Ihe  arts,  outdoors,  dancing 
Not  interested  in  SM,  TV,  Bars  or 
Baths   I've  just  come  out  this  sum- 

would  like  to  meet  others  lo  age  30  lor 
(nendship  that  might  lead  lo  some- 
thing firm  rather  than  casual  Toronto 

Drawer  265 

YOUNG  GAY  graduate  student 
(York).  22,  new  to  Toronto  and  lo  gay 
scene  I'm  looking  lor  new  friends 
here,  lor  good  times  /Inendship  and/or 
sexual  relationship   Interests  include 


ding, 


VANCOUVER,  gay.  23,  responsible 
male,  57",  145  lbs.,  brown  hair  is 
interested  in  meeting  sincere  lellow,  to 
age  25  lor  Inendship,  and  inore 
hopefully  a  permanent  relationship. 
I'm  honosl  and  laithful  and  looking  for 
alilepartner  lenioymusicotalllypes. 

evenings  and  long  walks  I  will  answer 
all  letters  with  photo-  II  you  are 
> ■:- r ■ .: ■ . j -: i -.  :■(?■■:= kino,  -i  lover  Drawer  261 
VERSATILE  MALE,  50.  Inter  art, 
painting,  outdoors  needs  slim,  hirsute 
partner  PO  Box  46192.  Sin.  G 
Vancouver.  BC  Canada  V6R  4G5. 
TV  -  late  40s,  cross  dresser,  57",  150 
lbs.,  long  brown  hair  and  eyes.  Wishes 
lo  correspond  and  trade  pics  (polar- 
old,  etc.)  with  same  only  Bi's  4  gays 
welcome.  Orawer  277  

GRAD  STUDENT,  26  -  very  young 
looking  h  goodtooking  guy  -  into  the 
sports,  acting  6  wnl- 


READING 

PA'FUERAf  is  the  voice  ol  the  Puerto 
Rican  Gay  Movement  12  issues 
(regular  sub)  SS,  Air  Mail  S6  Send  to 
Pa'tuera.  Apanado  5523,  Estaoon  de 
Puerta  de  Tierra,  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico,  00906 

FREE  CATALOGUE  Poetry  . 
stones  trom  Canada  s  gay  publishers 
CATALYST,  315  Blantyre  Ave  ,  Scar- 
borough, Ontario 

LARGEST  selection  ot  adult  and  gay 
books,  magazines  mailed  discreetly  in 
plain  wrap  For  bi-monthly  catalogue. 
wnte  to  8o>  1313.  Sin  A  Toronto 
Mouth  ot  the  Oregon  The  Poetry 
Journal  ol  Male  Love  Which  Celeb- 
rates Our  Selves  Androgyny  /Alter- 
natives- Montreal,  Glad  Day  Books- 
Toronto,  Chatterton's-Los  Angeles 
Oscar  Wilde-New  York 
HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE 
First  gay  catalogue  and  checklist 
publishedl  1000+  +  Hems  of  sr. 
novels,  biographies  and  non-ltcUon 
works  S2.  US  please,  deductible  fn 
tirst  order  Elysian  Fields,  Booksel- 
lers. B1-13BP  Broadway  Elmhurst, 
NY   11373 

GAY  CLU8I  Meet  homy  pal 
lovers,  monthly  BULLETIN,  loaded 
with  ads  and  photos,  many  NUDE, 
current  Issue  only  $1  00  State  age, 
TB.C,  Box  104B,  Danielson,  Ct 
06339. 
NUDE  SOYS  S  MEN,  all  types,  s 

4  shapes t  Largest  S  finest  selectic 
Gay  films  and  magazines  In  the  world! 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery  Send 
for  Iree  photo  illustrated  Catalogues 
de  Boekwinkel,  Box  218.  Veslei 
brogade  206,  1800  Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

THE  NAIAD  PRESS  announces 
publication  ol  Tottle  by  Sarah  t 
ndge,  Author  ot  The  Latecomer 
Tottle  is  about  a  lesbian  love  atfi 
in  the  world  ol  the  1960s,  drugs, 
dissent  and  drama  and  the  attendant 
traumas  attecling  the  young  ol  those 
days  Doomcasters  beware,  it 
hajjpy  novel  and  you  won't  111 
Available  from  The  Ladder  for  ■; 
plus  25c  postage  Bookstores  o 
Ing  5  ot  more  copies  and  prepaying 
the  order  receive 30%  discount  Order 
trom  The  Ladder,  PO  Box  5025, 
Wasfimgion  Sin.,  Reno,  Nevada 
89503,  USA 

THE  LADDER  has  lust  issued  U 
1975  edition  of  The  Lesbian  In  LIU 

ature,  first  since  1967,  wilh  about 
2500  entries  included  (96  pages)  and 
all  ol  ihe  Irash  entries  Irom  the  first 
edition  deleted.  The  bibliography  is 
partly  annotated  lor  easy  usage  and 
carefully  coded  to  assist  the  rea."" 
finding  lilies  ol  interest  Cost  is 
Bookstores  write  for  discount 
(Note;  orders  ot  10  or  more  have  40% 
discount  )  Make  your  check  payable  to 
The  Ladder  and  send  io  PO  Box 
5020.  Washington  Stn.,  Reno, 
Nevada  69503,  USA 


farmer  I  come  from  the  country  I 
speak  trench  and  english.  I  have  an 
apartment  in  Quebec  1  am  very 
honest  and  discreet  Age  is  not 
importam.  Toni,  Box  505,  Quebec 
Haute-Ville,   Quebec  4, _C1R_4R8 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 


SLAVE  who 

who  expects 
total  submission  ana  obedience,  must 
Photo    appreciated 

Drawer  272 

SEEKING  gay  male(s)  in  Belleville. 
Ontano  'or  Inendship  and  for  total  ion 
easygc-ng.  sincere,  interes- 
ting. S  mteresled  m  including  others  in 
my  lite,  t  tike  music  A  books,  art  & 
i  nature  4  pleasurable  expenen- 
lt  you  loo  are  based  in  or  near 


smoker,  light  drinker,  no  drugs  Seeks 
same,  26-35,  tail,  mm,  muscular,  tor 
sincere  Inendship,  possible  long-last- 
ing relationship  Interests  include 
travel,  good  food,  music  (especially 
classical)  theatre,  physical  fitness, 
swimming,  skiing  ReoJV.  Drawer  ^46. 
MALE,  age  30.  6',  medium  build,  con- 
sidered good-looking,  likes  out  ot 
doors,  secluded  beaches,  shows, 
flying,  pleasan!  times  I'm  successful 
and  appreciate  ihe  finer  things  in  lite  II 
you  are  a  sincere  like-minded  person, 
aged  24-33  approximalely,  are 
masculine  looking,  slim  to  medium 
slim,  but  well  proportioned,  wnte  John. 
Box  191,  Sin.  A,  Wiliowdale,  Ontano  I 

ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
lor  lasting  mutual  Inendship  ideally 
roommate  or  mamage  arrangement) 
Intelligent,  young,  nonhairy  gay  (pref- 
erably very  boyish  looking  wim  nigh 
IO(isdesired  Mydescnptton:S'ir, 
160  lbs.,  good  looks,  youthful, 
nonhairy.  excellent  shape  and  health, 

nght.  quiel 
nondancer  My  interests  include  all 
intelligent  modem  subjects  (science 
and  technology  onentation),  studious 
reading     casual   nature 


MASCULINE  STUDENT,  athletic  with 

small  build,  34,  would  like  to  have  a 
new  trend  up  to  35  I  am  quiel  and 
faithful,  dislike  baths  and  heavy  drugs 

Drawer  253 

YOUNG  MALE."  27,  SB',  interested  in 
daytime  meetings  with  others  to  age 
30,  have  own  Apt  .  and  would  like  to 
share  with  righl  person.  Enjoy  musu 
theatre,  and  a  quiet  lite  Enjoy  s 
except  $4M.  BAD  C hades  Drawt 
260        


r  27 


athletic, 
t,  good  looking  buddy  U 
is  honest,  intelligent  ang  mier- 

in  people  and  fnendships  Ads 
■alher  strange  ways  to  meel 
e,  but  it's  the  only  way  were 

to  get  together- so  please  send 
ure  with  your  letter  to  John,  PO. 
10.  Washington  Mills.  New  York 


HOMES 


CANADIAN  MALE,   27,  5'10 ",    165 

tache  New  to  Gay  Ule  and  seeks 
tnends  for  companionship  and  fellow- 
ship  Easy  going  and  adaptable,  good 

30  All  replies  will  be  acknowledged 
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YOU  ANO  I  You  should  be  21-30, 
pleasant  personality,  slim  appear- 
ance, conservative  in  dress  and 
manners,  neat,  bright,  have  wide 
range  ot  interests  especially  classical 
music  books,  scene©,  arts,  nopeiuiiy 
not  into  baths,  bars,  or  drugs  I  am  34. 
6'.  170  lbs,,  very  young  looking,  good 
appearance,  independent  and  suc- 
cessful professional  with  estaDiished 
career  and  responsibilities  It  you 
need  a  tnend.  companion,  lover  or 


SEMI-FURNISHED,  private  upstairs 
(2  rooms)  in  house  Broadview,  Oan- 
lorth  (Toronto)  area.  Starting  Decem- 
ber 1st.  Share  pleasant  common 
areas.  Heat,  hydro,  gas.  telephone, 
and  basic  house  staples  included 
Smgle  occupancy  SI  70,  double  occu- 
pancy ,  S200  (rebate  it  costs  lower  than 
expected)    Call  Donald  or  Richard 

461-71 74  after  6. 

SMALL  ROOM  in  Inendly  gay  home  in 
the  shadow  ot  (he  castle  3  gay  men 
looking  tor  fourth.  Shared  mi 


C  lote 


S  pad  in  a  subway  Phone  Bruce,  Glen. 
Stephen.  929-5561 
FORT  HILL  FAGGOTS  We  are 
creating  a  radical  taggol  com 
muntfy  in  Boston,  with  lour  houses 
Interested''  Wnte  c/o  Kyper  59 
Cenne  St..  FtarBury  ma  02119 


LETTERS 

LONELY    AMERICAN,     27.    I 

faithful  correspondents  I  am  6 
auburn  hair,  slim,  good  sent 
humor,  mulhtingual  Like  r 
(especially  iazzi.  movies,  art,  travel 
and  some  sports  Wish  to  hear  Irom 
gays  20-35.  all  types  ol  looks  No 
drugs,  SSM,  etc  Direction  is  a  muat. 
Al  Williams  205  Sanlord  Ave., 
Eufaula.  Alabama  36027  USA 
HOW  WOULD  YOU  like  10  put  some 
sunshine  into  my  days?  Well  I  am  a 
prisoner  here  in  Nebraska  and  I  need 
some  gay  correspondents  10  help  my 
days  pass  by  I'm  29, 6' V-  190.  look- 
ing lor  a  young  fine  thing  10  wnte  to. 
trom  13-25,  smooth  foxy  looking,  long 
hair  sweet,  kind,  and  needing  some 
dyrw  senbo  Please  write  10  Darwin 
Workman  #26230,  Box  61246  Lincoln 
Conunutd  an  p*g*  11 
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COMMUNITY  PAG  I 


ST  JOHN'S 

CANADIAN  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 
OF  NEWFOUNDLAND 

Box  613.  GPO 

St  Johns,  Newfoundland  AlC  5K8 

HALIFAX 

GAY  ALLIANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  161.  ArmdaJe  Sin 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  B3L  4G9 
(902)  422-7444  (Helpline) 

ALTERNATIVES  BOOKSHOP 
Ste  301.  1585  Bamngton  St. 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 


QUEBEC 


SERVICE  d  ENTR  AIDE  POUR 
HOMOPHILES  A  QUEBEC 

me  de  Franciscains 
BP   596,   Haule   Ville   (Mailing  Address) 
Quebec.  Quebec  Gin  4R8 
(418)  524-8344 

CENTRE  HUMANITAIRE  d'AIDE 
et  de  LIBERATION 

283  rue  de  Franciscains 
BP  596,  Haute  Ville 
Quebec,  Quebec  G1R  4R8 
(418)  525-4997 

MONTREAL 

ASSOCIATION  HOMOPHILE  DE 
MONTREAL/GAY  MONTREAL 
ASSOCIATION 

3425  Peel  Si.,  #6 
Montreal,  PQ 
(514)288-1101 

CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN 
DE  MONTREAL 
5223  Rue  St  Denis 

Montreal,  Quebec  H2J  2M1 
(514)  279-5381 

LABYRIS  MONTREAL 
4391  Laval  St. 
Montreal.  Quebec 
(514)  843-3329 

SLIGHTLY  OLDER  LESBIANS  (SOL) 

3595  rue  St  Urbaine 
Montreal,  Quebec 
(514)  642-1066 


GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL  d'ACTION 
POLITIQUE 

CP  153,  Place  d'Armes  Stn 
Montreal,  Quebec 

ANDROGYNY  BOOKSTORE 

1217  Crescent  St 
Montreal,  Quebec  H3G  2Bl 
(514)  866-2t31 

EGLISE  COMMUNAUTAIRE  DE 
MONTREAL  ST-JEAN  BAPT1STE 

CP610,  Succursale  NDG 
Montreal,  Quebec  H3A  1X9 

NEW  WOMAN  CENTRE 
1210  Greene  Ave. 

Westmount,  Quebec  H3Z  2A3 

GAY  JEWISH  DISCUSSION  GROUP 

2308  Beaconsfield 
Montreal,  Quebec 
(514)  487-6866 

ASSOCIATION  HOMOPHILE  DE 

MONTREAL/GAY  MONTREAL 

ASSOCIATION 

3425  Peel  St.,  #6 

Montreal.  Quebec 

(514)288-1101 


OTTAWA 


GAYS  OTTAWA 

160  Chapel  St  #601 

Box  2919.  Stn  D  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa ,  Ontario  K 1 P  5W9 

(613)  238-1717 

METROPOLIAN  COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

254  Cooper  St  #11 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K2P  0G4 


OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
821  Sommerset  St  Wesi 
Ottawa.  Ontario 

(613)233-2560 


GUELPH 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GUELPH 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOCIATION 

University  Centre,  rm  221 
University  ot  Guelph 
Guelph,  Ontario 
(519)  824-4120,  ex  8575 

TORONTO 

GAY  ALLIANCE  AT  YORK 
CYSF.  CS  105 

York  University 
4700  Keele  St. 
Downsview,  Ontario  M3J  1P3 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD  EQUALITY 

193  Carlton  SI 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSA  2M6 

(416)961-9389 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  TORONTO 

199  Church  St.  (2nd  floor) 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  1Z1 
(416)862-1544  - 

METROPOLIAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

20  Trinity  Square 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5G  1B1 
(416)  364-9799 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAY  CAUCUS 

c/o  Elgin  Blair 
Box  6248,  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontano  M5W  1P6 

DIGNITY 

Box  249  Sin.  E 

Toronto.  Ontano  M6H  4E2 

WOMEN'S  INFORMATION  CENTRE 

Box  189,  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontario 

AMAZON  PRESS 

121  Avenue  Rd. 
Toronto.  Ontario 
(416)  922-8726 

GAY  ACADEMIC  UNION 

Box  646.  Stn.  K 
Toronto,  Oniano 

TORONTO  AREA  GAY  (TAG) 

Phone  line  and  Drop-in 
Coming  Soon 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

139  Seaton  St. 
Toronto,  Ontario 
(416)  364-6731 

TORONTO  WOMEN'S  BOOKSHOP 

85  Harbord  St.  .. 

Toronto,  Ontario 
(416)  922-8744 


HAMILTON 

HAMILTON-McMASTER      HOMOI 
ASSOCIATION 

Box  44,  Stn.  B 

Hamilton,  Ontario  L8L  7T7 

KINGSTON 

KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

3461$  Princess  St. 
Kingston,  Ontario  K7L  1B6 

QUEENS  UNIVERSITY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC. 

Student  Affairs  Centre 
Queen's  University 
Kingston,  Ontario 

LONDON 

HOMOPHILE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
LONDON,  ONTARIO 
649  Colbome  St 
London,  Ontano  N6A  3Z2 
(519)  433-3762 


KITCHENER  & 
WATERLOO 

WOMAN'S  PLACE 

25  Oupont  St 

Waterloo.  Ontano  N2J  2G6 

(519)744-7011 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 
LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  of  Students 
University  of  Waterioo 
Waterloo.  Ontario  N2L  3Gl 
(519)885-1211  ex  2372 

WINDSOR 

WOMEN'S  PLACE 

327  Ouellette  Avenue  #202 
Windsor,  Ontario  N9A  4J1 
(519)  252-0244 

WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 
Box  2.  Sandwich  Stn. 
Windsor,  Ontario  N9C  3Y6 
(519)254-2921.256-2927. 
or  254-9494 

THUNDER  BAY 

NORTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 

132  North  Archibald  SI. 
Box  314.  Stn.  F  (Mailing  Address) 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario  P7C  4V9 
(807)  622-3989 

WINNIPEG 

A  WOMAN'S  PLACE 

143  Walnut  St. 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 

(204)  786-4581 

GAYS  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  27,  UMSU 
University  ot  Manitoba 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 
(204)  474-8216 

SASKATOON 

SASKATOON  GAY  COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 

124A2nd  Ave.  North 

Box  1662  (Mailing  Address) 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

(206)  652-0972 

SASKATOON  LESBIAN  FEMINISTS 

124A  2nd  Ave.  North 

Box  1662  (Mailing  Address) 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 


REGINA 


ATROPOS  FELLOWSHIP  SOCIETY 
ODYSSEY  CLUB* 
Box  3414 

Regina,  Saskatchewan  S4P  3J8 
(106)  522-7374 

CALGARY 

GAY  INFORMATION  AND  RESOURCES 

#2  112A8th  Ave.  S.E. 
Calgary.  Alberta 

EDMONTON 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD  EQUALITY 

8825  -  109th  St. 
Box  1652  (Mailing  Address) 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
(403)  433-8160 

CLUB  70" 
10242-  106th  St. 
Edmonlon,  Alberta 
(403)  423-5051 

VANCOUVER 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD  EQUALITY 
2146  Yew  St 
Vancouver,  BC  V6K  3G7 
(604)  255-7820 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 

Box  9.  Studenl  Union  Bldg 
University  ot  British  Columbia 
Vancouver.  B.C.  V6T  1W5 


('Nonprofit  cooperative  social  club) 


GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 

c/o  Student  Society 

Simon  Fraser  University 

Bumaby.  B.C. 

(604)  291-3270,  987-6087 


OF        WOMEN 


BC        FEDERATION 
LESBIAN  CAUCUS 
918  East  Bin  Ave..  #205 
Vancouver.  B.C.  V5T  1TB 

SOCIETY  FOR  EDUCATION,  ACTION- 
RESEARCH  AND  COUNSELLING  IN 
HOMOSEXUALITY  (SEARCH) 

Box  48903.  Bentall  Centre 
Vancouver.  B.C.  V7X  1A8 


VICTORIA 

VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE  , 
552  Pandora  St. 
Victoria,  B.C. 
(604)  385-3843 

NATIONAL/ 
REGIONAL 

CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 

Box  7289.  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9 
(416)961-9389 

NATIONAL  GAY  RIGHTS  COALITION/ 
COALITION  NATIONALE  pour  les 
DROITS  des  HOMOSEXUELS 
NGRC/CNDH 

CP2919.  Succursale  D 
Ottawa,  Canada  K1P  5W9 
(613)233-0152. 

COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND 
JOHN  OAMIEN 
Box  117,  Stn.  V 
Toronto,  Ontario  M6R  3A4 

COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND 
DOUG  WILSON 

P.O.  Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

COALITION  FOR*AAY  RIGHTS 
IN  ONTARIO 
193  Carlton  St.' 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2K7 
(416)961-9389 

PUBLICATIONS 

THE  BODY  POLITIC 

Box  7289,  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9 
Sub:  $2.50/6  issues 

LONG  TIME  COMING 

Canadian   Lesbian   Feminist   Newspaper 

Box  218,  Stn.  E 

Montreal,  Quebec  H2T  3A7 

Sub:  $5/yr. 

GAY  TIDE 
2146  Yew  St. 
Vancouver,  B.C. 
Sub:  $2/6  issues 

GAY  TIMES 

Box  36.  Stn.  C 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Sub  S3.' in  issues 

THE  GAY— ZETTE 
Box  694,  Stn.  V 
Montreal,  Quebec 

GAY  RISING 
Box  124.  Stn.  V 

Toronto,  Ontario 
Sub:  $2/10  issues 

GAY  WEST 

Box  1662 

Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

Sub:  $1.50/6  issues 

LEGAI  QUEBEC 
CP  161 

Poinie-aux-Trembles.  PQ 

$6/yr. 

PEDESTAL 

Lesbian-Feminist  new spape r 

6854  Inverness 

Vancouver,  B.C. 

Sub53/yr 


WOW! 

A  full  year 

of  Bocjy  Politic 

for  as  little 
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